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P U T R A J A Y A : T h e Perdana G l o b a l 
Peace F o r u m w i l l gather non-
gove rnmenta l o rgan isat ions 
(NGOs ) in the country to he lp 
promote peace a n d stop wa r s . 

T h e f o r u m hopes the l o ca l 
N G O s w o u l d l i n k u p w i t h other 
N G O s a r o u n d the w o r l d t o achieve 
this, i n c l u d i n g c r i m i n a l i s i n g w a r 
and those w h o promote i t 

"We hope to mob i l i s e N G O s by 
the i r nature o f act iv i t ies a n d we 
w i l l m a p ou t strategies by l o o k i n g 
a t the i r capabi l i t i es a n d 
connec t ions a n d the i r in f luence 
w i t h N G O fr iends i n o ther 

countr i es . We need to change the 
m i n d s e t o f the people. G o i n g to w a r 
is not the on ly op t i on , " f o r u m 
c h a i r m a n T u n l ) r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d sa id . 

He was speak ing to repor ters on 
the second day o f the f o r u m , 
attended by 67 N G O s in the 
country . T h e theme o f the f o r u m is 
"Ac t i on P l an F o r T h e G l o b a l 
Ne two rk Fo r Peace". 

M a h a t h i r sa id he a lso hoped 
m e m b e r s o f the f o rum's 
in te rnat iona l adv isory p a n e l w o u l d 
use the i r connec t i ons wi th N G O s 
in the i r respect ive countr i es to 
spread the news . 

T h e pane l m e m b e r s i n c l u d e 
D e n n i s Ha l l i day ( former U N 

h u m a n i t a r i a n coo rd ina to r in Iraq), 
H a n s - C h r i s t o f Von Sponeck ( former 
U N assistant secretary-genera l a n d 
U N h u m a n i t a r i a n coo rd ina t e r i n 
Iraq), Dr H e l e n Ca ld ico t t ( founder 
a n d pres ident o f N u c l e a r Pol icy 
Resea rch Institute), Pro f D r M i c h e l 
C h o s s u d o v s k y (Univers i ty o f 
Ottawa), P ro f F r a n c i s Boy l e 
(Un ivers i t y o f I l l ino is Schoo l o f 
L a w ) a n d D a t u k M u k h r i z 
M a h a t h i r , the coo rd ina to r o f Peace 
M a l a y s i a . 

M a h a t h i r sa id the message that 
I ran s h o u l d not be at tacked h a d to 
be sent c l ear ly a n d this " m i g h t 
in f luence the dec is ions taken by 
those w h o wan t to attack Iran" . 

" D u r i n g the I raq wa r , there 

w e r e m a n y protests and pressure 
a r o u n d the w o r l d , but the Un i t ed 
Slates a n d Br i t a in c o n t i n u e d w i t h 
the i r p l ans to attack. 

"I f you don ' t l i s ten to the people 
... y o u are go ing to have p rob l ems . 
L o o k w h a t i s h a p p e n i n g to Tony 
B la i r . He is not as conf ident as 
before a n d there [is m u c h ] 
oppos i t i on to h i s po l i c i es a n d m a n y 
people w h o suppor ted h i m before 
are not suppo r t i n g h i m n o w . ' ' 

T h e pane l m e m b e r s w o u l d a lso 
meet leaders of o ther count r i es to 
get the message across , M a h a t h i r 
sa id , a d d i n g the cooperat ion 
a m o n g N G O s s h o u l d no t b e 
underes t imated either. 

He sa id the need to m o b i l i s e the 

N G O s i s very urgent n o w w i t h t h e 
US p l a n n i n g to attack I ran . 

However , there have been 
quest ions on w h e t h e r NGOs w o u l d 
have any success in de te r r ing this , 
s ince the UN - b e ing a w o r l d body 
- h a d fai led to stop the US f r o m 
a t tack ing Iraq. 

C o m m e n t i n g o n this , M a h a t h i r 
sa id voters in count r i es s u c h as the 
US c a n change this by not vo t ing 
for Pres ident George W. B u s h . 

Ha l l i day sa id i t is impor tan t that 
Ma lays ia , be ing the c h a i r m a n o f the 
Organ isa t i on o f I s l amic Conference, 
N o n - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t a n d part o f 
Asean , use its in f luence to get the 
message across to the UN that it is 
aga inst war. 


