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K U A L A L U M P U R : U m n o 
yesterday rea f f i rmed its u n i t y 
despite the recent statements a n d 
c r i t i c i s m m a d e b y f o rmer p r e m i e r 
T u n D r M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d against 
the country 's l eadersh ip for several 
ma jo r dec i s i ons i t h a d m a d e . 

T h e par ly ' s s u p r e m e c o u n c i l , 
w h i c h m e t here yesterday, 
u n a n i m o u s l y b r u s h e d o f f any ta lk 
o f f ac t i ona l i sm w i t h i n its r an k s . 

It is a lso l ea rn t that no 
d i scuss ions were he ld on 
M a h a t h i r ' s m e m b e r s h i p i n the 
party, despite th is h a v i n g b e en 
d i scussed i n recent n e w reports. 

T h e mee t ing was cha i r ed by 
party p res ident D a t u k Seri 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i , w h o w a s 
the target o f M a h a t h i r ' s i r e in h i s 
quest for answers to h i s quest ions 

on major i ssues of the day. 
After the meet ing , A b d u l l a h to ld 

n e w s m e n the f irst t h i n g d iscussed 
w a s M a h a t h i r ' s statements. He then 
h a n d e d over the press conference 
to h i s deputy D a t u k Seri Naj ib 
A b d u l R a z a k to con t inue . 

Na j ib s a i d the s u p r e m e c o u n c i l 
u n a n i m o u s l y p ledged the i r suppor t 
to Abdu l l ah ' s l eade rsh ip as pr ime 
m i n i s t e r a n d U m n o pres ident . 

" T h i s i s the stand m a d e by a l l 
U m n o leaders , bo th a t the na t i ona l 
a n d state l eve l . No l eader has sa id 
he does no t suppor t the l e ade r sh ip 
o f Da tuk Ser i Abdu l l ah . " 

He a lso sa id there are no 
" fact ions in U m n o " as a-result o f 
M a h a t h i r ' s v e rba l attacks. 

E a r l y this m o n t h , M a h a t h i r 
p u b l i c l y a c cused A b d u l l a h o f 
r eneg ing on h i s p r o m i s e s m a d e t o 
the f o rmer before he took over the 
l eadersh ip to c on t inue cer ta in 

projects a n d po l i c i es . 
M a h a t h i r i s unhappy w i th the 

present government ' s dec is ions on 
issues l ike Approved Permits (AP), 
the sale o f MV Agus ta for one euro 
by Pro ton , the r e m o v a l o f T e n g k u 
M a h a e e l a s Proton C E O a n d t h e 
r ecen t d e c i s i o n to scrap the 
cons t ruc t i on o f the n e w br idge to 
rep lace the causeway in Johor . 

''If any criticism arises 
after this, either from Tun 

Dr Mahathir or any other 
leaders, we need to explain 
objectively and factually, 
properly and politely' 

- Najib 
Naj ib sa id U m n o ' s pledge to 

suppor t A b d u l l a h u n a n i m o u s l y 
w a s m a d e after t ak ing into 
cons ide ra t i on three factors. 

» T h e huge manda t e g iven by 

the peop le to A b d u l l a h d u r i n g the 
2004 genera l e lect ion. The t rust 
g iven by the people shou ld be 
fu l f i l l ed s incere ly . 

>> The count ry needs the 
l eadersh ip o f A b d u l l a h to see 
t h r o u g h the smoo th 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the 9th M a l a y s i a 
Plan 

>> Commitment to making Vision 
2020 a rea l i ty a n d i t w i l l r equ i r e 
po l i t i ca l uni ty a m o n g the people to 
achieve this . 

T h e s u p r e m e c o u n c i l , Naj ib 
sa id , a lso m a d e a s tand that the 
gove rnment has the r i ght to m a k e 
dec is ions o r po l i c i es based oh the 
c u r r e n t s i tua t i on a n d a l l dec i s i ons 
are m a d e in the best interest o f the 
people . 

"If any c r i t i c i sm arises after th is , 
e i ther f rom T u n Dr M a h a t h i r or 
any o ther leaders, we need to 
e x p l a i n object ively a n d factual ly, 

p rope r l y a n d politely." 
When quest ions w e r e posed to 

A b d u l l a h i f there w e r e factions i n 
U m n o f o l l ow ing M a h a t h i r ' s 
statement, he sa id : " N o ... Na j ib has 
a l ready g iven the answer? 

O n w h e t h e r the s u p r e m e 
c o u n c i l w a s p l a n n i n g t o mee t 
M a h a t h i r , he said no s u c h dec i s i on 
w a s made . 

W h e n asked w h a t w i l l the 
s u p r e m e c ounc i l do i f M a h a t h i r i s 
s t i l l u n h a p p y w i t h the exp lanat ions 
g iven by the gove rnment on the 
quest ions he ra ised, A b d u l l a h sa id : 
"We w i l l leave i t as i t is a n d 
con t inue to g ive our best 
exp lanat ions to h i m . " 

T h e r e w e r e ta lks that M a h a t h i r 
m i g h t be sacked f r o m U m n o , after 
PAS v i ce -pres ident t o l d p a r t y o r gan 
Harakah that he expected U m n o to 
act against the f o r m e r p r e m i e r for 
h i s c r i t i c i sm against the p remie r . 

What Supreme Council members say 
» Datuk Shahrir Samad: The issue of sacking Tun Dr Mahathir 

Mohamad did not arise in the meeting and if such a decision was 
made, it would only be more damaging to everyone. 

"The issue at hand and the decision by the government to give a full 
explanation on the questions raised by Mahathir is not about making 
him happy but it is an explanation for the people as well.'' 

On the issue of factionalism, Shahrir said there was speculation 
on the ground that there was a crisis in the party following Mahathir's 
statement. 

He said this was done by a certain group of people and the 
supreme council unanimously decided to end such speculation. 

» Datuk seri Rafidah Aziz, on whether she was going to explain 
again the Approved Permit issue which Mahathir is still not happy 
with, said enough explanation had been given, including in Parliament. 

"There is nothing to add to the AP issue and all explanation had 
been given and I have written to him. If they still want it... we will just 
add to what we have given." 

» Datuk Zahid Hamidi: "Tun Dr Mahathir advised me last time... 
don't throw stones in a glass house... but today, he is not only throw-
ing stones... but huge rocks." * 

»Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin: Party leaders have been told to explain 
to the grassroots on what is happening in the political front, including to 
clear doubts and the decision made by the supreme council. "The topic 
on Tun Dr Mahathir's membership did not arise at the meeting." 


