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"I D O N ' T want to suppor t any 
team, because whatever team I 
support w i l l w i n , " said D a t u k 
Ser i S . Samy Vellu w h e n he was 
asked about three weeks ago 
w h i c h W o r l d C u p t eam he 
favours. 

He said he k n o w s very little 
about the tournament a n d much 
loss ahout the par t ic ipa t ing teams 
but he th inks Argen t ina may 
make it to the f inals . 

Bu t t a lk about. M I C poli t ics 
and Samy Vel lu , party prosident 
for almost three decades, w i l l say 
almost wi thout hesi tat ion that his 
man Datuk G. Pa lan ive l w i l l oust 
Datuk S. S u b r a m a n i a m , his l ong 
t ime deputy - and on ly r iva l . 

It is as if he k n o w s already the 
outcome of tomor row ' s party 
elections. And why not? After all 
he not only controls the party 
machinery , not only holds a l l the 
cards but he is also the de facto 
campaign manager for Palanivel 
and the rest of his t eam. 

A l so as president s ince 1978, 
when some of its m e m b e r s were 
not even born, he had the 

advantage of k n o w i n g almost 
everyone and had also writ ten 
m u c h of the g round rules. 

Argent ina may or may not 
m a k e it to the l inals but if 
"whatever team I suppor l w i l l 
w i n " applies to h i s team many in 
the party and M I C watchers 
outside are conv inced that it is 
not an empty boast. T h e master 
pol i t ic ian , already happily 
ensconced in his presidential 
cha i r after he was unopposed last 
year, has been busy c r a n k i n g up 
suppor l for his chosen ones. In 
the past, delegates mostly voted 
as he told them to. 

Bu t u n l i k e i n t he past, w h e n 
Subraman iam ' s name headed the 
list of the favoured ones and the 
ones he must support for pol i t ical 
or other reasons, this l i m e - for 
the first time in a long w h i l e - a 
new name is at the top. 

'Thus , the big story about the 
M I C elections this time is 
whe the r most of the delegates 
w i l l st i l l vote as their president 
tells t hem to k n o w i n g that by so 
do ing they w i l l lose a fami l ia r 
face - n o w being portrayed as 
that of a patient Laxamanan,, or 
whether many more w i l l jo in the 

r anks of the rebels. 
I t is not so m u c h about v i ce -

pres ident Pa lan ive l , the 
president 's l oya l acolyte, 
cha l l eng ing the i n c u m b e n t 
deputy president . As a loyalist he 
w i l l do wha tever the president 
tells h i m to. A n d he has been 
told that he w i l l w i n . 

S a m y Ve l lu , w h o h a d 
tolerated S u b r a m a n i a m after he 
came close to edg ing h i m out in 
1989, dec ided some t ime ago, 
especia l ly after the deputy 
president s u r v i v e d a chal lenge 
in 1994, that the m a n mus t not 
inhe r i t the party. 

G r a d u a l l y the deputy 
president began l o s ing his 
powers a n d h e w a s m u c h 
isolated in the centra l w o r k i n g 
commit tee of the party. In 
keep ing true to his 
pledge not to 
chal lenge the p r e s i -
dent ever aga in after 
1989, S u b r a m a n i a m 
s i m p l y settled d o w n 
to wait. 

After a w h i l e h i s 
pat ience caused party members , 
especia l ly h i s supporters, to ask 
h i m w h e t h e r there w a s no th ing 
else he c o u l d do other than 
g r o w i n g o ld p l a y i n g B i b l i c a l Job. 
Only then d i d he beg in to move. 
Samy V e l l u saw the signs a n d 
dec ided he h a d to f inish off 
S u b r a m a n i a m . A n opportuni ty 
to further c l ip whatever 
inf luence S u b r a m a n i a m h a d left 
presented i tself w h e n a change 
occu r red in the country 's 
leadership i n 2005. 

W h e n P r i m e M i n i s t e r Datuk 
S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i 
ca l led for the general elect ion in 
M a r c h 2004, Samy V e l l u d id not 
nomina te h i s deputy as a 
candidate. 

D e p r i v e d of a government 
post - he w a s a deputy min i s te r 
- Sub raman iam ' s p u b l i c profile 
d i m i n i s h e d significantly. A n d 
then the process of in t imat ing -
by dr ips a n d drabs - to M I C 
m e m b e r s a n d the p u b l i c that the 

pres ident was cons ider ing a n e w 
n u m b e r two began. 

T h e stage of half-denials 
fol lowed before Samy Vellu 
finally removed his mask a n d 
a n n o u n c e d publ ic ly what most 
people h a d a l r eady expected. 

B y w h i c h t ime everyth ing 
was a l ready in place to ensure 
that Sub raman iam ' s pol i t ica l life 
is snuffed out completely. He 
must be edged out as o therwise 
S a m y V e l l u w i l l b e i n trouble i n 
the next pres ident ia l election. 

T y p i c a l o f S u b r a m a n i a m , he 
is f ight ing b a c k by most ly 
ha rp ing on "I am not 
c h a l l e n g i n g anyone but mere ly 
defending my posi t ion as deputy 
president". 

Another refrain of his, w h i c h 
may yet go d o w n as another 

''I waited patiently but 
this is what has 

happened." 
-Subramaniam 

classic, is "I waited patiently but 
this is what has happened" a 
reference to Samy Vellu's deci-
sion to replace h i m with 
Palanivel . B u t wha t else c a n he 
do besides going a r o u n d the 
country k n o c k i n g on the 
delegates' doors. A n d he i s not 
k n o w n to be r i c h . 

T h e r e are m a n y w h o wan t to 
he lp h i m - not because they 
t ru ly l i k e him but because they 
t h i n k S a m y V e l l u h a d overstayed 
- but then mos t of t h e m are 
outside the party. 

"Bu t they are Indians a n d i f 
they go a l l out to persuade the 
delegates to t h u m b their noses at 
S a m y Ve l lu , S u b r a m a n i a m may 
yet re ta in h i s pos i t ion a n d a 
chance to mount a campa ign 
against the president in two 
years - it is h i s o n l y chance," 
sa id a T a m i l newspaper editor. 

Palanivel is his own man 
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