
Abdullah wants OIC to 
battle poverty first 
T H E Organisat ion of the Is lamic Conference has a 
mo ra l obl igat ion and an economic reason to he lp 
poor m e m b e r s eradicate poverty, P r ime M in i s t e r 
Da tuk Se r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i sa id . 

M e m b e r countr ies that are weak economica l ly 
w e a k e n the body. He cal led on M u s l i m s to confront 
the cur ren t "ug ly rea l i t ies" and re i terated the need 
in r e fo rm the OIC. 

"We need to be honest w i t h ourselves a n d identify 
the root cause o f pover ty in the M u s l i m wor ld . E r a d -

icat ing poverty in M u s l i m countr ies shou ld be the 
first item on our larger agenda, " Abdullah said in 
his keynote, address at the second Wor ld Is lamic 
Economic F o r u m yesterday. 

The OIC compr ises 57 m e m b e r countr ies but 
more than hal f , or 31 , have been classif ied by the 
Un i t ed Nations as least developed low- income 
countr ies . The tota l Gross Domest ic Product o f al l 
OIC countr ies adds up to just five per cent of the to ta l 
wor ld GDI'. 

However , there are also r i ch M u s l i m countr ies 

that current ly supply some 70 per cent o f the 
wor ld ' s oi l and gas needs. 

The second item on the agenda should be greater 
uni ty among M u s l i m s domest ica l ly and in te rnat ion-
ally. " S e c t a r i a n i s m should not be made a source of 
d iscord among M u s l i m societies and inter -sectar i -
an violence must stop completely." Abdu l l ah sa id . 

A n d the t h i r d agenda is the removal o f antago-
n i sm between the West and the Islamic wor ld . ' T h i s 
is the biggest cr is is fac ing M u s l i m countries in mod-
e r n t imes . M u s l i m nations have been humi l ia ted by 
the hegemonic tendencies of the g lobal powers." 


