
Abdullah wi l l have his plate full 
TO the genera l pub l i c , both in 
Ma lays i a a n d elsewhere, the A b d u l -
l a h - M a h a t h i r r i f t a n d i ts r a m i f i c a -
tions w o u l d be the b i g issue in the 
fo r thcoming U m n o Gene ra l A s s e m -
bly . 

A l l eyes a n d ears o f the m e m b e r s 
f rom every U m n o d iv is ion w o u l d be 
focused on Da tuk Ser i A b d u l l a h Ah-
m a d Badawi ' s opening and closing 
speeches in the Genera l A s s e m b l y 
that starts on Nov 13. 

He Would be expected to rep ly to 
every cr i t ic ism o f T u n Dr M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d . I f he does not, m a n y o f 
those div is ion representatives w o u l d 
be d isappointed a n d his "e legant si-
l ence " cou ld come to be v i ewed as an 
avoidance. 

Bread-and-but ter economic issues 
as we l l as other re la ted ones w o u l d 
be on the top of the agenda of many of 
the U m n o div is ion representat ives, 
many o f w h o m be long to the suffer-
i n g "Contractor F " g roup . 

One o f the m a i n compla ints w o u l d 
be the slowness in the i m p l e m e n t a -
t ion of the projects, of the N i n t h 
Ma lays i a P l a n (9MP) f r om w h i c h 
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these F-ciass contractors cou ld bene-
fit. As i t is , the rumb l ings at the dis-
t r ic t level is that m a n y of the 9MP 
projects have not t r i ck l ed d o w n to the 
grassroots. 

Related to the economic i s sue are 
matters re lat ing In the M a l a y agenda 
(read economic agenda). 

Suppor t for the cont inuat ion of 
NKP-type policies in the 9 M P wou ld 
be pra ised , but the de l ivery has been 
too s low for the l i k i n g o f U m n o m e m -
be rs at the grassroots. 

M a n y others w o u l d definitely raise 
questions on the po l i cy o f t each ing 
mathemat ics a n d science subjects in 
Engl ish at government schools. 

The m a i n concern is that many 
M a l a y students do no t s e em to have 
a good c o m m a n d of Eng l i sh , and 
the i r knowledge in mathemat i c s 

a n d science has a lso suffered. 
The fear that the M a l a y language 

cou ld be r educed to becoming the 
t h i r d language in the country, as a 
result of this policy, has begun to be-
come the topic o f c once rn for U m n o 
div is ion members . 

W h y ? Because i t h a s b egun to a f -
fect school leavers , especial ly M a l a y 
school leavers, w h o are a l ready per -
ceived as be ing not good enough to 
f ind Work a n d surv ive in the publ i c 
sector. 

Re lated to this w o u l d be the issue of 
mer i tocracy for ent ry into pub l i c uni-
versities, w h i c h is increas ing ly per -
ceived as h inde r ing l ong - t e rm Ma l ay 
educat ional a n d economic interests. 

M a n y Ma lays have comp la ined that 
t h e i r ch i ld ren have been depr ived 
f rom enter ing p r o g r a m m e s that 
could guarantee lucrat ive jobs a n d a 
comfortable lifestyle. 

Re l ig ion has been a staple subject 
o f discussions a n d speeches in a l l the 
U m n o Gene ra l A s s e m b l y s ince the 
ear ly 1980s w h e n the Umno- l ed 
B a r i s a n Nas i ona l in t roduced its m a s -
sive " Is lamisat ion P r o g r a m m e s " . 

B u t aga in , the economic twist wil l 
be more p ronounced , s u c h as the role 
o f T a i l i n g Ha j i a n d w h y i t h a s been 
affected by scanda ls a n d poor f i nan -
c ia l m a n a g e m e n t imp l i ca t ing some of 
its so-ca l led " p i o u s " leaders. 

T h e inc r ease i n soc ia l p rob lems i n 
the country , s u c h as c r ime , sna tch 
thefts, d r u g traf f icking a n d others 
w o u l d also be ra i sed a n d would be 
v iewed f r om a " m o r a l " perspect ive, 
especially, an Is lamic one. 

Some w i l l a lso be r a i s ing the r o l e p f 
Ma l ays i a in the Organisat ion o f the 
Islamic Conference a n d w h y i t has 
fai led to do any th ing to help those at-
tacked by the Israel is in Lebanon . 

T h i s topic is popu l a r because i t i s so 
easy to w h i p up emot ion w h e n i t 
comes to any d iscuss ion on Israe l and 
the M idd l e East . 

T h e p romise by A b d u l l a h to r educe 
co r rup t i on a n d have a more t rans-
parent government as w e l l as the ro le 
of the Nat iona l Institute of Integrity 
wou ld be que r i ed by some of the Um-
no d iv is ion representat ives. 

In th is context, the " Is tana Za-
k a r i a " controversy w o u l d also be 
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ra i sed because of the way the w h o l e 
issue unfo lded in the wake o f advice 
by var ious senior leaders that K l a n g 
m u n i c i p a l counc i l lo r Z a k a r i a M a t 
Deros should not take up his appoint-
ment as counci l lor . 

Other U m n o divisions pe rhaps 
Would take a cue f r om Zakar ia ' s i n i -
t i a l defiance, seen by m a n y as a re-
flection of the power fu l grassroots 
ro le o f U m n o divisions a n d the i r l ead -
ers in na t i ona l U m n o pol it ics. 

A l l sa id a n d done, there's little 
doubt that A b d u l l a h w i l l have his 
plate ful l at this genera l assembly. 
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