Abdullah will have his plate full

TO the general public, both in
Malaysia and elsewhere, the Abdul-
lah-Mahathir rift and its ramifica-
tions would be the big issue in the
forthcoming Umno General Assem-
bly.

All eyes and ears of the members
from every Umno division would be
focused on Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi's opening and closing
speeches in the General Assembly
that starts on Nov 13.

He Would be expected to reply to
every criticism of Tun Dr Mahathir
Mohamad. If he does not, many of
those division representatives would
be disappointed and his "elegant si-
lence" could come to be viewed as an
avoidance.

Bread-and-butter economic issues
as well as other related ones would
be on the top ofthe agenda ofmany of
the Umno division representatives,
many of whom belong to the suffer-
ing "Contractor F" group.

One of the main complaints would
be the slowness in the implementa-
tion of the projects, of the Ninth
Malaysia Plan (9MP) from which
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these F-ciass contractors could bene-
fit. As it is, the rumblings at the dis-
trict level is that many of the 9MP
projects have not trickled down to the
grassroots.

Related to the economic issue are
matters relating In the Malay agenda
(read economic agenda).

Support for the continuation of
NKP-type policies in the 9MP would
be praised, but the delivery has been
too slow for the liking ofUmno mem-
bers at the grassroots.

Many others would definitely raise
questions on the policy of teaching
mathematics and science subjects in
English at government schools.

The main concern is that many
Malay students do not seem to have
a good command of English, and

their knowledge in mathematics

and science has also suffered.

The fear that the Malay language
could be reduced to becoming the
third language in the country, as a
result of this policy, has begun to be-
come the topic of concern for Umno
division members.

Why? Because ithas begun to af-
fect school leavers, especially Malay
school leavers, who are already per-
ceived as being not good enough to
find Work and survive in the public
sector.

Related to this would be the issue of
meritocracy for entry into public uni-
versities, which is increasingly per-
ceived as hindering long-term Malay
educational and economic interests.

Many Malays have complained that
their children have been deprived
from entering that
could guarantee lucrative jobs and a
comfortable lifestyle.

programmes

Religion has been a staple subject
ofdiscussions and speeches in all the
Umno General Assembly since the
early 1980s when the Umno-led
Barisan Nasionalintroducedits mas-
sive "Islamisation Programmes".

But again, the economic twist will
be more pronounced, such asthe role
of Tailing Haji and why it has been
affected by scandals and poor finan-
cialmanagement implicating some of
its so-called "pious" leaders.

The increase in social problems in
the country, such as crime, snatch
thefts, drug trafficking and others
would also be raised and would be
viewed from a perspective,
especially, an Islamic one.

"moral"

Some will also be raising the rolepf
Malaysia in the Organisation of the
Islamic Conference and why it has
failed to do anything to help those at-
tacked by the Israelis in Lebanon.

Thistopicis popularbecauseitis so
easy to whip up emotion when it
comes to any discussion on Israel and
the Middle East.

The promise by Abdullah to reduce
corruption and have a more trans-
parent government as well asthe role
of the National Institute of Integrity
would be queried by some ofthe Um-
no division representatives.

In this
karia"

context, the "Istana Za-

controversy would also be
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raised because of the way the whole
issue unfolded in the wake of advice
by various senior leaders that Klang
municipal councillor Zakaria Mat
Deros should not take up his appoint-
ment as councillor.

Other Umno divisions perhaps
Would take a cue from Zakaria's ini-
tial defiance, seen by many as a re-
flection of the powerful grassroots
role of Umno divisions and their lead-
ersinnational Umno politics.

All said and done, there's little
doubt that Abdullah will have his
plate full at this general assembly.
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