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I S L A M H a d h a r i is not a b lank 
cheque for u l t r a conservat ism. Is-
l a m H a d h a r i Ls not a b lank cheque 
for permissiveness. Is lam H a d h a r i 
promotes to lerance of other re l i -
gions. Is lam H a d h a r i is a r eminder 
to Mus l ims that Is lam is more than 
just l i tera l laws and prohibi t ions. 

So said Datuk Ser i A b d u l l a h Ah-
m a d B a d a w i d u r i n g h i s pres iden-
tial address to par ty delegates. Us-
ing c lear language and re lat ing i t 
to recent examples in Ma lays ia , he 
broke d o w n the idea o f Is lam H a d -
ha r i for the c o m m o n m a n . 

Yet, j udg ing f rom several speak-
ers after h i m , m u c h work still 
needs to be done to exp la in this 
idea to par ty members . 

" Is lam H a d h a r i i s an approach . 
It is a phi losophy that reminds 
Mus l ims that our faith unequivo-
cal ly requires as to succeed in this 
wor ld . 

"We perpetuate a great disser-
vice to I s lam if we reject develop-
ment, i f we are obsessed w i th con-
f l ic t a n d i f we live in ignorance. 

"We have an obl igat ion to 
demonstrate Islam's beauty and 
perfection by be ing a respected 
civ i l isat ion, not one that Ls v iewed 
w i th d isdain and suspic ion. " 

Just in case he came across as 
too ph i losoph ica l , A b d u l l a h pro-
v ided Ma lays ians w i t h some ex-
amples of w h a t d id not constitute 
Islam H a d h a r i . 

" L o n g accepted cu l tura l prac-
tices that we have adhered to — 
such as send ing greet ings or w i sh -
ing another Ma l a y s i an in conjunc-
t ion w i th their own festival — are 
now d a m n e d as taboo. 

"Have we r eached such a level of 
into lerance? The j o in t open house 
is now condemned . W h e n d id we 
become ul t ra-coaservat ive? This 
is not Is lam H a d h a r i . " 

A b d u l l a h exp la ined that such a 
v iew threatened the un ique toler-
ance for w h i c h Ma lays ian Mus l ims 
were r enowned . 

"We mus t not a n d cannot a l low 
this. It w i l l not m a k e us more Is-
l amic i f we do not greet another 
person on the occas ion of their cel-
ebrat ion, jus t as my faith is not 
shaken w h e n I go to a Deepaval i or 
Chr i s tmas open house," he added. 

For the P r i m e Min is ter , these 
n a r r o w - m i n d e d people had a 
skewed agenda: To see Ma lays ia 
t o rn apar t a n d to fa i l as a m u l -
t i - rac ia l , mul t i - re l i g ious nat ion. 

" Th i s Ls not Is lam. For example , 
so many SMSes have been sent 
out, c l a im ing mass bapt isms of 
M u s l i m s a n d the purpor t ed for-

mat ion of a Ma lay Chr i s t i an Asso-
ciat ion. There are even those w h o 
c la im — wi thout any proof — that 
hundreds o f Ma lay Mus l ims have 
become apostates," he sa id , u rg ing 
party member s to verify informa-
tion ra ther than j u m p i n g to con-
clusions. 

He wou ld have been surpr i sed to 
hear K e d a h Umno ' s Senator Tajul 
U rus M o h d Z a i n urge the author i -
ties to take a hard l ine approach 
against nat iona l solo m a r i n e r 
Datuk A z h a r M a n s o r — the target 
of a v ic ious S M S al leg ing that he 
was no longer a M u s l i m . 

The K e d a h pol i t ic ian insisted: "If 
a person is accused of be ing an 
apostate, shouldn ' t he come for-
w a r d to exp la in to us? The Is lamic 
Development Depar tment (Jakim) 
must do something. My suggestion 
is that if a Ma lay wishes to leave his 
re l ig ion, he shou ld seek an aud i -
ence w i t h a Sul tan . 

"If he insists on leaving Islam, he 
must be beheaded. There Ls no 
Chr i s t i an Ma lay in Ma lays ia . 
Ma lays are 100 per cent M u s l i m . 
There is no compromise on this." 

The uncompromis ing stand o f 
Tajul Urus sits awkward l y wi th the 
Umno president 's w ish that such 
" inc i tement wh ips many Malays 
into a frenzy because we do not 
have a cul ture of seeking to verify 

what we hear , pre fer r ing to be-
lieve everything we are told. It is 
such unfounded c la ims w h i c h lead 
to many becoming angry and even 
mi l i tant " . 

"Le t me be c lear — Islam Had-
ha r i is not a b lank cheque to b r i n g 
about conservative rev iva l ism in 
this country. Nei ther Ls it a b lank 
cheque for permissiveness. 

"Wh i l e I w i l l protect Islam's po-
s i t ion and the role of the Syar iah 
courts f rom be ing unde rmined , I 
w i l l also ensure that no one tries to 
hijack Islam in Ma lays ia in order to 
breed into lerance and hatred. " 

Ke lantan delegate Datuk M o h d 
A l w i Che A h m a d also seemed 
caught up w i th what the president 
was concerned about — too m u c h 
focus on prohibi t ions. The Ketereh 
M e m b e r o f Par l iament c o m -
pla ined that there was too m u c h 
enter ta inment on TV d u r i n g the 
recent Har i Raya celebrat ion. 

"A id i l f i t r i is a form of worsh ip 
(ibadat). It is not about hav ing en-
terta inment , " he sa id , add ing that 
I s lam H a d h a r i should be enforced 
to address the al leged prob lem. 

The posit ions taken by A l w i and 
Tajul U rus were meant as a mot ion 
of suppor t to Abdu l lah ' s keynote 
address. The quest ion is: D id they 
tally w i th the Umno president 's ex-
p lanat ion of Is lam Hadhar i ? 


