
Softly, softly, Pak Lah 
does it his way 
KUALA LUMPUR: " I f we c a n 
achieve wha t we wan t by wh i spe r -
ing softly, then what reason is there 
for us to r o a r ? " 

Th is was but one sentence in 
Datuk S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
Badawi ' s pres ident ia l address at the 
U m n o genera l assembly but i t sums 
up the tone of his 90-minute speech 
— he spoke softly a n d the message 
was not lost on the U m n o delegates. 

A b d u l l a h revisited his three years 
as p r i m e min is ter a n d re i terated 
that values s u c h as integrity, d i l i -
gence, moderat ion , h a r d w o r k a n d 
to lerance wou ld cont inue to be the 
cornerstones o f his administrat ion 's 
policies. 

His speech was titled "Fu l f i l l i ng 
Promises " . A n d he r enewed h is 
pledge to del iver on the promises he 
made w h e n he f i rst took office. 
Some, he sa id , had been kept. Some 
w o u l d need a longer t ime. B u t the 
key message was: No th ing has 
changed, as far as his commi tment 
is concerned . 

His de l ivery was typical ly A b d u l -
l a h - i s h — n o shout ing, no threats, no 
p lay ing to the g a l l e r y — u n l i k e some 
of the debates at the U m n o Youth as-
sembly a day earl ier. 

A n d yet he made c lear he ab-
ho r r ed the name ca l l ing , statements 
that h u r t sensitivities, the c o r r u p -
t ion a n d abuse o f power a n d the 
n i t -p ick ing that h indered the coun-
try's progress. 

He d id not n a m e but inf luent ia l 
people such as Perak Muf t i Da tuk 
Datuk Ser i Ha russan i Z a k a r i a and 
controvers ia l K l a n g m u n i c i p a l 
counc i l lo r Datuk Z a k a r i a M a t Deros 
w o u l d k n o w that not only d i d the 

p r i m e min is ter not endorse their 
v iews a n d actions but he also f i rmly 
bel ieved that they were wrong . 

Not once d id he men t i on f o rmer 
p r ime min is te r T u n D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d — his most ardent cr i t ic 
today — save at the end of the 
speech, to ask U m n o delegates to 
pray for the f o r m e r leader 's good 
hea l th a n d speedy recovery f r om a 
m i l d hear t attack. 

But he rep l ied to Dr Maha th i r the 
way an o ld w o r l d Ma l a y gent leman 
wou ld—tac t fu l l y and , yet, forcefully. 

He wou ld not t u r n back the c lock 
on the f reedom he h a d a l lowed to 
f lourish a l though some of h is col-
leagues were uncomfor tab le w i t h 
the a lmost unb r i d l ed cr i t i c i sm 
against some o f them in the m e d i a 
a n d felt that he had lost contro l . 

" T h e t ru th is that I w o u l d ra ther 
see heated exchanges in the pages of 
the Press than r a g i n g r iots on the 
streets," he sa id . 

At the same t ime, he caut ioned the 

m e d i a that i f they crossed the l ine on 
race a n d re l ig ion a n d affected publ i c 
safety a n d securi ty , "I w i l l not for a 
momen t hesitate to use the l aw 
against t h em" . 

He d id not n a m e names but he h a d 
the same w a r n i n g for H a r u s s a n i , 
w h o c l a imed thousands o f Ma lays 
h a d conver ted t o Chr is t ian i ty but d id 
not offer any proo f , a n d h a d sa id that 
i t was un- Is lamic to ho ld the jo int 
open house d u r i n g festivals. 

"Have we r e a c h e d s u c h a leve l o f 
in to l e rance? When d i d we become 
u l t ra - conse rva t i v e? We m u s t not 
a n d canno t a l l ow th is . I t w i l l not 
m a k e us m o r e I s lamic i f we do no t 
greet ano the r pe r son on the o cca -
s ion o f the i r fest ivals, jus t as my 
f a i th is not s h a k e n w h e n I go to a 
Deepava l i o r C h r i s t m a s open 
house . 

"I p romise you that I w i l l take 
s t e rn act ion against any group, M u s -
l i m or n o n - M u s l i m , that seeks to un-
de rm ine this delicate ba lance by 

quest ion ing the status of Is lam or by 
inc i t ing people based on bogus alle-
gations and f ic t i t ious threats." 

W h e n he became p r i m e min i s t e r 
three years ago, A b d u l l a h told 
Ma lays ians that he was a p r ime m i n -
ister o f a l l Ma lays ians . 

Just as he d id not spare his o w n 
col leagues a n d the Mus l ims , A b d u l -
l a h also caut ioned his component 
par ty col leagues f rom the M C A a n d 
G e r a k a n , and non -Ma lay based or-
ganisat ions and pol i t ical part ies that 
d iscuss ing sensitive topics shou ld be 
done rat ional ly and w i t h cool heads. 

Re fe r r ing to the soc ia l contract — 
w h i c h has been r a i s ed by G e r a k a n 
a n d M C A leaders d u r i n g the i r par ty 
assembl ies — A b d u l l a h h a d this to 
say: " B e aware that it is easy to cause 
misunders tand ings . Confl icts c an be 
easily spa rked . Surely, this is not 
w h a t we want . 

" I f there are those w h o w a n t to 
overhaul this agreement or cont inue 
d isput ing it, then we r u n the r isk o f 
adversely affecting our stabil i ty a n d 
harmony . A n d the consequences 
w i l l be catastrophic . I w i l l not a l low it 
to happen at any c o s t 

"No one shou ld even attempt to 
test the government 's resolve on this 
issue. The government w i l l act swift-
ly and f i rmly to ensure that our 
peace, stabil i ty and prosper i ty is not 
j eopard ised. " 

A s for D r Maha th i r ' s c ampa i gn 
against h i m a n d the government, 
A b d u l l a h sa id he was w i l l i ng to be 
advised a n d cr i t i c ised as he k n e w 
that he h a d imperfect ions. 

" Leaders are mere morta ls . A n d 
mor ta l s a re imperfect. In seek ing to 
better h imsel f , m a n needs to be ad-
v i sed a n d to accept c r i t i c i sm. There-
fore, advice a n d cr i t i c i sms s h o u l d be 
construct ive a n d ra t i ona l a n d of-
fered w i t h honesty and sincerity. 

"S incere a n d honest cr i t ic isms are 
in tended to ensure that the one w h o 
is cr i t i c ised w i l l do things better; 
c r i t i c isms should not be a imed at de-
s t roy ing someone a n d to shame h i m ; 
or to s lander h i m . A l l ah ' s l aws are 
severe against those w h o have b a d 
intent ions. " 

A b d u l l a h , who comes f rom a fam-
ily o f re l ig ious scho lars a n d i s h i m -
self acknowledged as a m a n w i t h 
s t rong re l ig ious g round ing , quoted a 
verse f ron the Q u r a n : 

"Whosoever desires honour, (pow-
er and glory), then to Allah belong 
all honour, power and glory (and 
one can get honour, power and glory 
only by obeying and worshipping Al-
lah (alone), lb Him ascend (all) the 
goodly words, anil the righteous 
deeds exalt it, but those who plot 
evil, theirs will be severe torment. 
And the plotting of such will perish." 

W h e n he f i n i shed h is 90 -minute 
speech w i t h a prayer for the wel l -be-
i n g o f the count ry a n d the people, 
not m a n y - save those w h o d id not 
w a n t to h e a r — had any doubts 
about the message . 


