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P U T R A J A Y A : Please. Be more 
careful w h e n r e t u r n i n g home 
d u r i n g the festive season as each 
loss of life w i l l leave near ly 300 
people in m o u r n i n g . 

Da tuk S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d 
B a d a w i sa id Deepava l i a n d H a r i 
Raya should be a t ime of ce l ebra -
tion but often tu rned into a per iod 
o f s o r r o w for some due to death or 
in jury on the r oad . 

The P r ime Min i s t e r sa id he be-
came "very, very, s a d " d u r i n g fes-
tive per iods, especial ly H a r i Raya , 
due to such deaths. 

"So m a n y deaths (due to acci -
dents). We w a n t to ce lebrate but 
many ei ther die or are in jured. 

" F o r each loss of life, at least 
200 to 300 people w i l l be c r y ing 
for them, especial ly i f the latter is 
the family 's sole b r eadw inne r , " he 
sa id . 

"It is my hope that this Ops 
Sikap a n d the r educed speed l imit 
w i l l be more successful in r educ -

i ng r o a d accidents, " he sa id w h e n 
address ing In terna l Secur i ty M i n -
istry staff at their month ly gather-
ing yesterday. 

A b d u l l a h hoped the 8 0 k p h 
speed l imi t for motor ists on feder-
al and state roads wou ld he lp re-
duce fatalities on the road over 
the next three months. 

He sa id that wh i l e a zero-acc i -
dent rate was imposs ib le , i t was 
possible to prevent accidents 
caused by speed ing and reckless 
d r i v ing . ' ' 

"So, dr ive home safely in o rder 
to be w i t h your loved ones — a n d 
don't r u s h . Road safety is not only 
the responsibi l i ty of the pol ice but 
motor ists themselves," sa id Ab-
du l l ah , w h o is also i n t e r n a l Secu-
r i ty Min is ter . 

He sa id the government w a s 
prepared to fur ther lower the 
speed l imi t d u r i n g festive per iods , 
i f this wou ld reduce accidents. 

A b d u l l a h urged po l i cemen to 
dr ive carefully, say ing that they 
shou ld adopt defensive d r i v i n g 
ski l ls . 
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"There shou ld be a zero -acc i -
dent rate involving po l i cemen in 
pol ice cars or private vehicles. ' ' 

Th i s also appl ied to staf f of a l l 
agencies under the ministry , he 
added. 

T h e Cabinet decided that the 
r educed speed l imit wou ld be ex-
tended to J a n 15 to cover other 
major festivals. 

A n d i f the move is found to be 

effective in l ower ing the death toll 
d u r i n g the balik kampung r u s h , 
the reduced speed l imit wi l l be 
m a d e a pe rmanen t f ixture d u r i n g 
festive seasons. 

T ranspor t M in is t e r Datuk Ser i 
C h a n K o n g Choy h a d ear l i e r sa id 
that c ommerc i a l vehicles, except 
those w i t h permiss ion , wou ld be 
banned f rom roads on Oct 21 , 22, 
27 a n d 28. 

Th is is to ease traffic flow and 
reduce accidents. 

C h a n h a d w a r n e d that a m a x i -
m u m f ine o f R M 3 0 0 would be 
s lapped on those w h o exceeded 
the speed l imit , j u m p e d queue, 
beat red l ights, used the emer -
gency lane or overtook a long dou-
ble l ines. Offenders wou ld not be 
a l lowed the r ight o f appeal . 

M o r e than 6,000 po l i cemen and 
Road T ranspor t Depar tment offi-
cers w i l l be on duty d u r i n g Ops 
Sikap XI, w h i c h ends on Oct 3 1 . 

Un l ike last year, traffic offend-
ers w i l l not be issued on-the-spot 
f ines as the move was deemed im-
prac t i ca l . 


