
'Companies going 
down the drain' 
T H E economy is in bad shape a n d 
this cou ld hur t B a r i s a n Nasional 's 
chances at the next polls. said Tun 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad. 
The unemployment rate was 
h i gh , the retai l business was not 
good and contracts were not easy 
to come by. caus ing s m a l l con-
tractors to suffer, he sa id . 

"No th ing has been done, really, 
to improve the economy a l though 
we read of very good figures," Dr 
M a h a t h i r sa id yesterday. He then 
cast doubt on the very figures he 
used to rely on d u r i n g his 22 years 
of l eadership . 

"It sounds a bit strange to me 

get 55.8 per cent of the popular 
vote . Tha t was also the year w h e n 
the D A P snared 24 par l i amentary 
seats. 

Voters also voted w i t h their feet 
in 1999 w h e n there was deep re -
sentment a m o n g the Ma lays over 
the Datuk Seri A n w a r Ib rah im is-
sue. 

Even before Sunday 's meet ing, 
the A b d u l l a h admin is t ra t i on has 
been r a m p i n g up the economy. It 
kept a t ight re in on spend ing in 
the first two years because of a 
p romise by the previous admin i s -
trat ion to n a r r o w the budget 
deficit. 

Some of them have said, and I told this 
to Pak Lah, that they will not vote for 
Barisan Nasional in the next election. 

when I see companies go ing down 
the d ra in . " he sa id. 

Speak ing to repor ters at h is 
home in Ser i Kembangan , Dr Ma-
hath i r said the Chinese business 
communi t y was "very unhappy ' ' 
w i th the business c l imate. 

"Some o f them have sa id , and I 
told this to Pak Lah (Pr ime M i n i s -
ter Datuk S e r i Abdu l l ah A h m a d 
Badawi), that they w i l l not vote for 
BN in the next elect ion." 

Dr Mahath i r is wel l qual i f ied to 
advise Abdullah on the vagaries of 
electoral support . He was the 
p r ime m i n i s t e r d u r i n g the 
gut -wrench ing recess ion years i n 
the mid-19808. D u r i n g the 1986 
election, the BN only managed to 

Asked whether he was t ry ing to 
tell A b d u l l a h how to run the coun-
try. Dr M a h a t h i r sa id : "Why not? 
If you are do ing it the w r o n g way, 
you are destroy ing the economy of 
the country. The country is not do-
ing wel l a n d i f you want to believe, 
that the country is do ing we l l and 
pooh-pooh w h a t people are say-
ing on the g round , that is up to 
you lah . " 

He sa id governments w h i c h 
were sensitive wou ld take cr i t i -
c isms into considerat ion. 

"It may take the f o r m of res ig -
nat ion or i t may take the other 
forms l ike s topp ing a l l these 
w r o n g things, th ings that people 
cr i t ic ise about." 


