Dr M leaves decision on
his role to govt, Umno
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LANGKAWI: Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad is leaving it to the govern-
ment and Umno to decide on his
role as adviser to several govern-
ment agencies and as a party
member.

Stressing that it was the prerog-
ative of the government and the
party, the former prime minister
said he would abide by any deci-
sion made by them.

"I hear the calls and that is their
right. Ifthey wantto throw me out,
they can do so.

"I will abide by their decision. I
will abide by all without protest,"
he said when asked about a sug-
gestion by Kedah Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid that he
shouldrelinquishhispostasadvis-
er to several government-linked
companies including Petronas,
Proton and the Langkawi Develop-
ment Authority since he had been
critical ofthe government.

Kedah Umno Youth chief Mohd
Rawi Abdul Hamid had also re-
cently suggested stern action, in-
cluding a warning and a suspen-

sion, against Dr Mahathir for his
attacks on the government.

Dr Mahathir and his wife, Tun Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali, were
here yesterday on a day-long visit
to inspect several on-going devel-
opment projects.

Asked for his opinion on the call
and protests from numerous quar-
ters over his unrelenting attacks
on the government, he said: "I
don't think aboutit."

Asked ifthe call for him to relin-
quish his advisory posts was an at-
tempt to sideline him, he said he
didnothave any opiniononit.

"Thatis their right. So, itis their
right, Idon'tknow butlet'shotspin
too much. Just report whatever I
said," hesaid.

Earlier, when asked for his com-
ment on the current political
events, he cynically responded by
sayingthateverything wasline.

"Allissmooth. Moving smoothly
and if you don't believe, read the
Straits Times (New Straits
Times)," he said.

Then, looking towards the NST
reporter, who had posed the ques-
tion, he asked: "You Straits Times?
(New Straits Times). Then you
should know. What s there to ask.

All is moving smoothly and effi-
ciently."

Asked about the position of Um-
no consideringhisspatwith Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
madBadawi, hesaid,alsoinacyn-
ical tone, that Umno was enjoying
very strong support from the peo-
ple.

"According to news reports,
Umno is getting overwhelming
support from the people and that is
based on whatI have read so far.

"I don't know, I read the news-
papers and the people support
Umno."

On whether he would attend the
Umno general assembly, Dr Ma-
hathir said he was still thinking
about it.

"I havereceivedinvitations to at-
tend many functions duringthe as-
sembly, including the dinners
hosted by the president and his
deputy," he said.

However, he expressed disap-
pointment that the hosts of two
events had suddenly withdrawn
their invitations to him.

He said he was to have gone to
Johor yesterday for a function but
the host, Perkida (a Malay-based
non-governmental organisation)

withdrew the invitation last week.

Another Baling-based NGO had
also invited him for an event on
Nov 3, but he learnt yesterday that
it had also withdrawn the invita-
tion.

Asked ifanyreasonswere given
for the withdrawals, he said there
was none.

"This is because I am not popu-
larandthat's why they did so. Also,
because they did so voluntarily
without any pressure from any
parties.

"Maybe next year or 10 years
from now, they might invite me
again," hesaid

In jest, he said he was thankful
that Datuk AbuBakar Taib (MP for
Langkawi) had invited him for
lunch,

"Ifhe wants to withdraw the in-
vitation now, I will go back," he
said, drawing laughter from his
wife and several others, including
Lada general manager Kamaruz-

zatnan Abd Ghani.
Earlier, he said he was in
Langkawi to visit the various

tourist spots and hoped that he
would be allowed to visit the island
when he was no longer Lada ad-
viser.



