
No action to be taken 
against Dr M for now 
• By Anis Ibrahim and 

Ranjeetha Pakiam 
news@nst.com.my 

K U A L A L U M P U R : t h e U m n o 

supreme counc i l has decided that 
f o rmer p r ime minis ter Tun Dr 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d wou ld not be 
s tr ipped o f his advisory posts in 
several government- l inked c o m -
panies. 

Th is is despite numerous cal ls 
from w i th in the par ty to remove 
h i m as adviser to several c o m p a -
nies, notably Petronas, Pro ton 
a n d the Langkaw i Development 
Author i ty . 

P r ime Min is t e r Datuk Ser i Ab-
du l l ah A h m a d Badaw i sa id the 
counc i l h a d taken note o f m e m -
bers ' proposals , especial ly the 
U m n o l eadersh ip i n K e d a h w h i c h 
h a d suggested that Dr M a h a t h i r 
r e l inqu ish his advisory posts since 
he h a d been cr i t i ca l o f the govern-
ment . 

"However , we have decided that 
Tun (Dr Mahath i r ) w i l l not be 
removed f r om the advisory roles 
he holds in several government 
bodies." 

A s k e d i f the f o rmer party pres i -
dent h a d i m m u n i t y against d i sc i -
p l i na ry act ion, A b d u l l a h sa id : 
"Nobody is i m m u n e . It Ls up to 
us to decide i f act ion wou ld be tak-
en or not. For the t ime be ing , we 
w i l l not take act ion against h i m . " 

He added that U m n o was not 
a f ra id to take action against 

Dr Mahath i r . 
"It is not a quest ion of being 

a f ra id , but we don't think we wan t 
to take act ion against h i m now. 
Let h i m say whatever he wants , " 
A b d u l l a h sa id at a Press confer-

ence after c h a i r i n g the U m n o 
supreme counc i l mee t ing at the 
U m n o headquar t e r s yesterday. 

A b d u l l a h sa id the government 
wou ld cont inue to rep ly to Dr Ma-
hath i r ' s c r i t i c i sms a n d provide 
answers to a l l his quest ions. 

He sa id i t w o u l d be done in an 
open m a n n e r so that " the rakyat 
wou ld also be able to u n d e r s t a n d " 
ce r ta in government pol ic ies and 

dec is ions" . 
As for people 's react ion to the 

on-going po l i t i ca l spat be tween 
the two, A b d u l l a h sa id he bel ieved 
they had accepted h is e xp l ana -
tions. 

Asked i f he Was p repared to 
meet Dr M a h a t h i r for the second 
t ime, A b d u l l a h r ep l i ed that i t was 
a "speculat ive quest ion ' ' a n d de-
c l ined to answer . 

On complaints that there was a 
lack of projects for Class F con -
tractors i n the country, A b d u l l a h 
sa id the c la ims were unfounded. 

He sa id the value of develop-
m e n t projects from 2005 to Octo-
ber 2006 was R M 2 . 9 6 b i l l i on for 
144,060 projects. 

"These projects h a d been g iven 
to 43 ,806 Glass F contractors , " he 
sa id . 


