
Ghani: Bangsa Malaysia is 
rojak and not acceptable 

Johor Umno chief Datuk Abdul 
Ghani Othman 

sence of equal opportunit ies 
lor educat ion fo r both r u r a l 
and u r b a n Ma lavs , i t was im-
possible to strive for mer i t oc -
racy. 

The system was a f o r m of 
d i scr iminat ion and oppres-
s ion; he sa id . I t d id no t provide 
for a level playing f ie ld but in-
stead depr ived thousands o f 
Ma l a y ch i ldren in the r u r a l a r -
eas , w h o st i l l l acked access to 
qual i ty educat ion. 

" U m n o Joho r i s steadfast in 
its s tand that the m e r i t o c r a c y , 
sys tem mus t be stopped. 

"It is not sui table for imp l e -
mentat ion , " he dec lared. 

Ano the r bone o f content ion 
Was the introduct ion of En-
glish for the teaching of s c i -
ence a n d mathemat ics in 
schools. 

Th is approach , he sa id , h a d 
only w idened the divide be-
tween u r b a n a n d r u r a l 
schools. 

" H o w c a n Ma lay pupi ls 

compete in such a condi t ion? 
" h i fact, this is the worst way 

to t each Eng l i sh . 
"If the objective is to im-

prove Engl ish proficiency, why 
not focus efforts on the teach-
i ng o f the language? 

" Tha t w o u l d be more prac t i -
ca l as we l l as cost effective," he 
sa id . 

Ghan i sa id B a h a s a M e l a y u 
was also in danger o f l os ing its 
edge as the language of 
knowledge in schools because 
of the pr ior i ty that was be ing 
given to English. 

" W i t h the increas ing use o f 
M a n d a r i n in the private sec-
tor , B a h a s a M e l a y u might also 
be re legated to the t h i r d spot 
after Eng l i sh a n d M a n d a r i n in 
the w o r l d o f commerce , " he 
sa id . 

On the Ma lay Agenda , G h a n i 
ca l l ed for r enewed efforts to 
boost the status and posit ion of 
the Ma lays in a l l spheres o f 
economic and s t ruc tura l de-

velopment. 
He u r g e d the r a n k and f i l e to 

reflect on the par ty ' s ear ly 
struggle as m a n y h a d lost 
t rack o f its or ig ina l goals in 
the i r pursu i t o f p rog ress a n d 
prosperity. 

He stressed the need for 
U m n o t o r e m a i n u n i t e d and 
strong or else the Malays 
w o u l d have no refuge against 
the onslaught o f g lobal isat ion 
a n d l ibera l isat ion. 

He urged members to focus 
to these chal lenges, say ing it 

was t ime U m n o re-evaluated 
itself, r ebu i l t its i n t e r n a l 
m e c h a n i s m , and re inforced 
Ma l a y values and ethics. 

To emerge s t ronger , U m n o 
must overcome bo th the inter-
n a l ar id ex t e rna l chal lenges. 
He sa id there was also a need 
to i n s t i l a s t rong culture w i th in 
Umno, one based on trust, im-
part ial i ty. for thr ightness , and 
godliness. 

He sa id U m n o as a Malay-
party must reflect Ma lay cha r -
acterist ics a r i d u p h o l d pure , 
Ma lay va lues. 

"Re f ra in from finger-point-
ing, h u r l i n g accusat ions or 
openly admon i sh ing others 
jus t because you think they 
are wrong . 

"If someth ing is indeed 
w r o n g , we c a n give our v iews, 
comments o r even cr i t ic isms. 

" B u t be care fu l wife your 
manne r s and do not be u n - -
couth ar id d iscourteous. 

" A n d make your v iews 
k n o w n through the proper 
channels. 

" Th i s is the M a l a y w a y of do-
i n g things. 

"Let us not d i sca rd our r i c h 
culture a n d values w h e n dea l -
i n g w i t h the present-day cr is is 
in the par ty , ' ' he sa id , w i thout 
say ing w h a t the cr is is was . 

Ghan i stressed that U m n o 
h a d to demonstrate c lear in-
tentions w h i c h were free of 
co r rup t i on and deceit, sav ing 
only then would it be able to 
regain the awe and respect of 
the Malays . 

Even if the term 

Bangsa Malaysia is to 

be used, it must only 

be applied in the 

context of all the 

peoples of Malaysia 

with the Malays as 
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J O H O R B A R U : Johor U m n o 
h a s W a r n e d o f the d i r e conse-
quences of advocat ing a 
B a n g s a Ma lays ia , say ing this 
was go ing beyond the legal 
powe rs o f the Constitution a n d 
cou ld unsett le po l i t i ca l s tab i l i -
ty. 

De l i ve r ing h is pol icy speech 
at the pa r t y convent ion here , 
Johor Umno cb ie f Datuk Ab-
dul Ghan i Othman sa id the 
concept was n o t acceptable 
because it - meant a rojak 
(mishmash) o f races in the 
country. 

As the Const i tut ion c lear ly 
def ined the races as Ma l a y a n d 
others, there w a s no just i f ica-
t ion for demands f o r a united 
a n d single B a n g s a Malays ia o r 
a Ma lays ian race. 

Var i ous groups, i n m a k i n g 
the ca l l recently, h a d sa id a 
B a n g s a Ma lays ia wou ld go a 
l ong way towards strengthen-
i n g na t i ona l uni ty by respect-
i n g the s imi lar i t ies a n d differ-
ences of each other. 

One o f t h e m was G e r a k a n , 
w h i c h a t its na t i ona l delegates 
conference i n K u a l a L u m p u r 
on Sept 4 adopted a, resolution 
u r g ing Ma lays ians to p romote 
the creat ion of a progressive 
B a n g s a M a l a y s i a u n d e r V i s i o n 
2020. 

U m n o Johor , however, i s 
dead against, the idea. 

"After 49 years o f indepen-
dence, we should be more ma-
ture and not t ry in produce 
nebulous concepts whose o r i -
g ins are no t c lear," sa id G h a n i . 

T h e concept is seen as a 
threat to the Ma lays a n d the 
spec ia l posi t ion prov ided for 
them in the Const i tut ion. 

"The concept, if subjected to 
abuse, can threaten na t i ona l 
stability." he w a r n e d . 

Ghan i " sa id there 'was no 
need to re invent a n a t i o n a l 
identity w h e n the Constitut ion 
h a d c lear ly def ined the v a r i -

ous races that m a k e up the cit-
izens of this country. 

" E v e n i f the t e r m Bangsa 
Ma lays i a is to be used , i t must 
only be, app l i ed in the context 
o f a l l the peoples o f M a l a y s i a 

. w i t h the Ma lays as the pivotal 
race , " he sa id . 

A total of 350 par ty dele-
gates f rom 26 divisions are at-
tend ing the two-day confer-
ence at J o h o r B a r u ' s latest 
convent ion centre, Persada . 

Johor U m n o , w i th near ly 
500 ,000 members sp read 
over 2,032 branches , is the 
biggest of a l l the state units . 

The state, w h i c h is also the 
b i r thp lace o f U n m o , has t r ad i -
t ional ly been the bas t ion o f the 
party 's pol i t ical strength in the 
country. 

G h a n i also rev is i ted the gov-
e r n m e n t s mer i t o c racy sys-
t em, w h i c h domina ted de l ib-
erat ions at last year 's Joho r 
U m n o convent ion. 

He re i terated that in the a b -


