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J O H O R B A R U : Bangsa M a l a y s i a 
only refers to the "state of m i n d " of 
b e ing a Ma lays i an a n d is not a po l -
i cy spe l led out in the Const i tut ion. 

Deputy P r ime Min i s t e r Datuk 
Se r i Naj ib Razak sa id a l l quar t e r s 
shou ld cease t r y ing to define the 
t e r m . 

"It cannot be def ined because 
there i s no s u c h th ing as B a n g s a 
M a l a y s i a in the Const i tut ion," he 
sa id w h e n c los ing the two-day J o -
h o r U m n o Convent ion here . 

J o h o r par ty chie f D a t u k A b d u l 
G h a n i O t h m a n h a d s p a r k e d a po-
l i t i ca l debate on M o n d a y w h e n he 
sa id people w h o advocated B a n g -
sa M a l a y s i a were go ing against the 
Const i tut ion. G h a n i sa id the c o n -
cept w a s unacceptable a n d cou ld 
unsett le pol i t ical stabi l i ty in the 
country i f pushed by groups w i t h 
vested interests. 

Th i s d r e w a response f r om Ger -
a k a n par ty chie f Da tuk S e r i D r L i m 
K e n g Yaik, w h o sa id Johor U m n o 
w a s go ing against government 
policy. 

" J o h o r U m n o c a n say wha t they 
want . It is the i r r i ght to do so. (But) 
B a n g s a Ma lays i a is a po l icy of the 
government . We (Gerakan) are 
suppor t ing the pol icy of the gov-
e rnment , " said D r L i m . 

At its nat iona l delegates' confer-
ence in K u a l a L u m p u r on Sept 4 , 
G e r a k a n h a d adopted a reso lut ion 
u r g ing Ma lays ians to promote the 
creat ion of a Bangsa Ma lays i a un-
der V i s i o n 2020 . 

Naj ib, w h o p i cked up the issue in 
h i s speech here yesterday, insisted 
that B a n g s a Ma lays i a was only a 
genera l concept. 

" The r e is no need to define i t in 
deta i l , a m e n d the Const i tut ion or 
r ev i ew government pol icy. 

" I am m o r e inc l ined to v i ew 
B a n g s a Ma lays i a as a state of m i n d 
to eradicate soc ia l pre judices a n d 

differences a m o n g the races. 
" I f we accept this a n d avoid 

po l emics on def init ion, we can 
avoid a rous ing controversies," he 
sa id . 

G h a n i also spoke aga in yester-
day on B a n g s a Ma lays i a , r ea f f i rm-
i n g Joho r Umno ' s posi t ion that i t 
r e f e r red to a " r o j a k " (a mishmash) 
o f races in the count ry a n d was 
" u l t r a v i r e s " (beyond the power) o f 
the Const i tut ion. 

T h e concept is seen as a threat 
to Ma lays a n d the i r spec ia l pos i -
t ion as prov ided for in the Const i -
tut ion. 

G h a n i sa id there was no need to 
re invent a na t i ona l identity w h e n 
the Const i tut ion h a d def ined the 
races that m a k e up the cit izens o f 
this country. 

" J o h o r U m n o i s not going 
against government pol icy by 
h a r p i n g on this. Bangsa Ma lays i a 
has been mis interpre ted and is be-
i n g man ipu la t ed by some quar te rs 
for the i r o w n po l i t i ca l motives. 

"They are , in fact, echo ing the 
concept o f 'Ma l a y s i a for Ma lay -
s ians ' that w a s advocated by Lee 
K u a n Yew before S ingapore 's sep-
arat ion f r om Ma lays i a . Th i s was 
the same concept that w a s later 
champ ioned by the DAP. 

" B u t the government has reject-
ed i t f r om the start . I t w a s never 
accepted. I t is not in the Const i tu-
t ion," he sa id . 

Besides B a n g s a Ma l ays i a , an-
other ta lk ing po int a m o n g the de l -
egates was the government 's m e r -
i tocracy system, the use o f Eng l i sh 
for the t each ing o f Science a n d 
Mathemat ics in schools, the de-
c l in ing ro le o f B a h a s a M e l a y u as 
the language o f knowledge , a n d 
economic opportuni t ies for B u m i -
puteras u n d e r the recently-
l aunched I skandar Development 
Reg ion. 

Johor U m n o , w i t h near ly 
500 ,000 m e m b e r s i n 2,032 
branches , is the biggest state Um-
no in the country. 

The state, w h i c h is also the 
b ir thplace o f U m n o , has t rad i t i on-
al ly been the bas t ion o f po l i t i ca l 
strength in the country . 

Meanwh i l e , Naj ib , speak ing to 
the delegates yesterday, sa id the 
proposed Inter -Fa i th Commiss i on 
(IFC) wou ld never be establ ished 
because i t was an affront to I s lam. 

" W h e n the P r i m e M in i s t e r sa id 
the setting up o f the IFC h a d been 
postponed, he w a s be ing d ip lo-
mat ic . IFC w i l l never be a l l owed as 
it goes against the status of I s l am 
as the official r e l i g i on of the c o u n -
try," he sa id . 

Re fe r r ing to educat ion , he sa id 
the min is ter conce rned , Da tuk 
Se r i H i s h a m m u d d i n Husse in , was 
comp i l ing a study on the effective-
ness o f Eng l i sh as the m e d i u m of 
language for the t each ing o f M a t h -
emat ics a n d Science. 

He sa id the s tudy w o u l d be c o m -
ple ted by 2008 . "We w i l l then de-
cide i f we shou ld cont inue or abort 
the p rog ramme, " he sa id . 


