
Najib: Complete loyalty to 
the leaders our tradi t ion 
K U A L A L U M P U R : The t rad i -
t ion o f U m n o has been c o m -
plete loyalty to the leaders a n d 
consensus in the n a m e o f u n i -
ty, sa id Umno deputy p res i -
dent Datuk Ser i Naj ib Razak . 

As such , he sa id , U m n o 
m e m b e r s m u s t unite beh ind 
par ty pres ident Da tuk Ser i 
A b d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i be-
cause squabbles and differ-
ences were disrupt ive . 

"That is the unity a n d loyalty 
needed to achieve our a sp i r a -
tions," he sa id . 

He also sa id every p r ime 
min is ter h a d served and con-
tr ibuted in his respective e ra . 
The i r w o r k h a d been noted 
and p laced in history. 

"The contr ibut ions o f our 
past l eaders are inva luable . 
Our respect for them cannot 
be descr ibed mere ly by words . 

" B u t there is great appre -
hension w h e n the leaders we 
cher i sh beg in to squabble . 
A n d the w o r r y increases w h e n 
the opposit ion tr ies to take ad-
vantage. 

" C a n we afford to have d i f -
ferences w h e n we are only 13 
years away f rom at ta in ing our 
aspirat ions? C a n we afford to 
have conflicts w h e n our peo-
ple are sti l l weak in the i r o w n 
count ry? Quarre l s w i l l only 
lead to disunity, " he sa id , in 
reference to the a ims of V i s i on 
2020. 

Speak ing at the jo int open-
ing o f the U m n o Youth, Wan i t a 
and Puter i meet ings here last 
night, Naj ib devoted m u c h of 
h is speech to the need to 
strengthen the Ma lay mindset . 

He sa id U m n o wou ld cont in-
ue to promote the Ma l a y agen-
da and accelerate the Malay 
m i n d in an effort to foster a 
generat ion of Ma lays w i th a 
cul ture of excel lence. 

He sa id negative attitudes 
ref lect ing laz iness and ha l f -
hear ted efforts must be erad i -
cated from the Ma lay m i n d . 

" In this struggle for the 
Malays , i t mus t be f irmly sa id 
that there is no t ime l imi t w i th -
in w h i c h we must achieve our 

targets. Fo r as long as our 
goals are not achieved, we w i l l 
cont inue the struggle, deploy-
ing every avai lable resource , 
for the sake of o u r people. 
W h a t we struggle f o r are our 
r ights, w i thout deny ing the 
r ights of others." 

The deputy pr ime minister 
said it was no longer enough for 
Malays to have basic degrees as 
the government wanted to see 
thousands more Ma lay 
lawyers, doctors, accountants, 
architects and engineers. 

He sa id i t was not enough to 
become a n o r m a l doctor, ac-
countant or engineer but 
Malays must strive to become 
specialists, chartered accoun-
tants and engineers in new 
fields such as nano-technology. 

Najib sa id the Ma lay m ind 
must be sharpened by educa-
t ion, t ra in ing and pract ice in 
methods of positive th ink ing , 
lateral th ink ing , pro-active 
th ink ing and pur i ty o f thought, 
through transformational 
leadership. 

C i t ing Prophet M u h a m m a d 
as an example , he exp la ined 
that t rans format iona l leader-
sh ip meant the abi l i ty of a 
leader to translate h is miss ion 
a n d v is ion in a way that could 
be embraced by a l l h is fol low-
ers. 

Umno , he added , w o u l d 
continue to struggle, us ing ev-
ery avai lable resource , for the 
sake o f the Ma lays , w i thout 
deny ing the r ights of others. 

"Recently, we hea rd of a 
skewed study w h i c h al leged 

that the equity ho ld ings o f B u -
mipute ras stood at m o r e than 
45 per cent compared w i t h ac-
tual f igures of only 18.9 per 
cent. Th i s 45 per cent f igure is 
most unreal is t ic s imp ly Be -
cause of the inaccurate as-
sessment a n d conc lus ion that 
the study makes . 

" F o r example , the study 
cons iders government- l inked 
companies l ike Petronas, 
Te lekom Ma lays i a and Tenaga 
Nas iona l a s B u m i p u t -
e ra -owned whereas in ac tua l 
fact they ' a re owned by the 
government, " he sa id . 

Naj ib exp la ined that the 
government 's 18.9 per cent 
f i gure was der ived f r om the 
da ta o f 600 ,000 companies , 
c ompared w i t h only 1,000 
publ i c l isted companies con -
s idered by that erroneous 

study as the i r sample . 
He sa id a newly - fo rmed 

government agency wou ld re-
suscitate U r b a n Development 
Author i ty ' s o r i g ina l functions 
to strengthen the posit ion of 
u r b a n Malays . 

A c c o r d i n g t o the P r i m e M i n -
ister 's Depar tment ' s Econom 
ic P l ann ing Un i t da ta for last 
year , c ommerc i a l bui ld ings 
a n d premises owned by B u m i -
puteras s tand at only 11.7 per 
cent compared w i t h 71 per 
cent owned by Chinese. 

"It is based on th is that the 
Yayasan H a r t a n a h B u m i p u t -
e r a (Bumipu te ra Rea l Estate 
Foundation) was fo rmed 
w i t h an in i t ia l cap i ta l o f R M 2 
b i l l i on to ensure that r ea l es-
tate that is beyond the r each of 
Ma lay indiv iduals c a n be p u r -
chased by way of a collective 

fund. 
Najib also sa id there h a d 

been an increase in the n u m -
ber of cases where the sanctity 
of Is lam was under assault , in-
c lud ing act ions by groups 
protest ing const i tut ional pro-
v is ions re la t ing to Is lam, 
name ly Ar t i c le 11 a n d Ar t i c l e 
121(A)o f the Federa l Const i tu-
tion. 

He w a r n e d these i r r espon-
sible part ies to ext inguish the 
f lames o f inc i tement w h i c h 
cou ld destroy the ha rmony of 
races a n d rel ig ions. 

" U m n o strongly opposes the 
f o rmat ion of the so-cal led In-
terfaith Counc i l wh i ch can 
threaten the h a r m o n y of this 
country. 

" U m n o w i l l never waver 
from its posit ion as defenders 
of Is lam," he sa id . 


