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K U A L A L U M P U R : Chinese in Malays ia a re better 
off than Ma lays . 

A n d they are successful because there are 
opportunities for them to do we l l in the country, 
said Pr ime Minister Datuk Seri Abdu l lah A h m a d 
Badawi. 

As such, it was baseless for Singapore's Lee 
K u a n Yew to say that Chinese here were 
marginal ised. 

Abdul lah was asked to comment on Lee's 
statement during an interview on CNN's Talk Asia 
segment yesterday. 

He was interviewed on a range of issues, 
including the testy relationship w i th Tun Dr 
Mahath i r Mohamad and the perception of Islam 
post-9/11. 

Last month, Lee told an internat ional forum 
that the attitude of Malays ia and Indonesia 
towards Singapore Was shaped by the way they 

treated their own ethnic Chinese minorit ies. 
''Our neighbour both have problems with their 
Ch inese . They are succ e s s fu l . T h e y are h a r d -
w o r k i n g a n d . t h e r e f o r e , they a r e s y s t e m a -
tically marginal ised." 

Lee s t a t e m e n t angered Malaysians, prompting 
Abdul lah to wri te to h i m seeking an explanation. 

The f o rmer p r i m e m in i s t e r o f S ingapore 
repl ied, saying that he was sorry that his 
statement had caused Abdul lah great discomfort. 
But he d id not w i thdraw his comments about the 
Chinese in Malays ia . 

The PM said that Lee had no reason to raise the 
issue. 

"The Chinese here are better off than the 
indigenous people, the Malays," he said. 

When the interviewer pointed Out that Lee had 
suggested the Chinese were marginal ised because 
they were successful, Abdu l lah repl ied: "No, they 
a r e s u c c e s s f u l b e c a u s e we give t h e m oppo r -
tunities, 
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"We a l low their ch i l d r en to go to 
Chinese schools, vocat ional 
schools, t o l e a r n M a n d a r i n . A n d 
they pract ise the i r culture. 

"Chinese N e w Year is ce lebrated 
not only by them, but also by the 
Malays , the Indians — the M u s -
l ims a n d the H indus . We have mu-
tua l respect." 

D u r i n g the interv iew, he made i t 
c lear that Ma l ays i a be longed to a l l 
races. 

"Differences between the c o m -
munit ies do exist because of the 
cu l tura l diversity. B u t we cele-
brate these differences. 

" W h a t we a l l desire is to be to-
gether, to live a life that is peace-
ful . 

"We wan t to respect others who 
don ' t be long to our e thnic group, 
who's not of the same re l ig ion. (We 
have) a desire to be friendly a n d to 
do things together. A n d , most im-
portant ly, this country that we 
love belongs to a l l of us, that is 
Ma lays ia . " 

D u r i n g the interv iew, A b d u l l a h 
said that the Q u r a n does not con -
done violence. A n d those w h o re -
sorted to v iolence h a d c lear ly m i s -
interpreted the Ho ly Book. 

"There are specif ic c o m m a n d -
ments by God that one shou ld not 
create or cause violence, espec ia l -
ly w h e n i t destroys someth ing 
you've a l ready achieved." 

But he admi t t ed i t was difficult 
to persuade the rest o f the w o r l d 
that Is lam was a r e l i g i on of peace 
after the Sept 1 1 , 2 0 0 1 attacks and 
the B a l i bombings . 

"O f course, w h e n incidents l ike 
that happen , it is go ing to be very, 
very difficult for us to exp la in . Es-
pecia l ly i f those involved say 'we 
have done i t in the n a m e o f I s lam' . 
Tha t becomes a r e a l p rob l em. " 

He sa id there shou ld be m o r e d i -
alogue between I s lam a n d the 

West. 
"Sept 11 , 2001 caused a lot of 

sadness a n d the v iews of the 
non -Mus l ims towards Is lam has 
changed dramat i ca l l y s ince. 

"Today, there doesn ' t s eem to be 
any m u t u a l unde rs tand ing to cre-
ate better r appo r t between the 
two. 

"To me that is the cause of wha t 
we are seeing today. There shou ld 
be more d iscussions o f h o w to 
b r i n g us together, r a the r than 

ta lk ing about t e r r o r i s m . ' 
A b d u l l a h sa id the West failed to 

unders tand that re l i g i on was very 
impor tant to a M u s l i m . 

"To a M u s l i m , re l i g i on is very 
impor tant . Rel ig ion to the M u s l i m 
is ho t kept at home. It is not a mat -
ter for the relatives. 

" In the corporate sector, in his 
business, in the government, in 
whatever he does, he is very m u c h 
dictated by the teachings of Is-
l a m . " 


