
"NO one gets involved in pol i -
tics overnight. They get ready 
for it over the i r ent ire life," ac-
cord ing to Baky t zhan Z h u -
magulov. 

Educat ionist , scientist and 
author , he is the ac t ing cha i r -
m a n o f " O t a n " ( fatherland), 
the largest pol i t ica l par ty in 
Kazakhs tan . 

" I g rew up an activist. I was 
a str ict ma themat i c i an , but 
h a d a lot of pa t r i o t i sm a n d 
feelings for the wel fare of oth-
ers. So, I was a lways in soci-
eties, communi t i es and youth 
organisat ions dur ing my 
schoo l days. 

" A n d i t was only n a t u r a l that 
I got involved in pol it ics after 
complet ing my studies, ' ' he 
told the New Straits Times. 

The 53-year-o ld created the 
Repub l i can L a b o r pol i t ical 
par ty in 1993 . N ine years lat-
er, i t merged w i t h Otan, led by 
President N u r s u l t a n Naza r -
bayev. 

T h e author o f more than 
300 scientif ic wo rks , Zhumag-
ulov is st i l l very m u c h in touch-
w i th his science r esearch a n d 
educat ion. 

"The party takes up a lot of 
my time now. But , I was always 
a m a n of science, and always 
w i l l be. The deve lopment of 
the coun t ry is n o w a r espons i -
bi l i ty that I have to unde r t ake 
a n d I 'm more t h a n p r o u d to do 
jus t that." 

In July , at the Otan Pa r t y 
Congress, Nazarbayev ident i -
fied the par ty ' s pr ior i t i es . 

These inc lude improv ing 
a n d consol idat ing pa r t y m a n -
agement; p romot ing the role 
o f Otan's Po l i t i ca l Counc i l and 
in t ra -par ty democracy ; devel-
opment o f the p a r l y ' s h u m a n 
capi ta l ; enro lment o f talented 
youth a n d po l i t i ca l f igures. 

Over the last three months , 

Admiration for Malaysia's 
growth 

Otan has i nc r eased its domes -
tic po l i t ica l prof i le , merg ing 
recent ly with A s a r Party. 

A t the same t ime, N a z a r -
bayev took pa r t in the seventh 
Congress o f the C iv i l i an Par ty 
o f Ka zakhs t an . The congress ' 
part ic ipants also made the de-
c is ion to un i t e the C iv i l ian Par -
ty w i t h Otan. 

Zhumagu lov sa id : " M a l a y -
s i a a n d K a z a k h s t a n have a lot 
i n c ommon . We are , a m o n g 
others, a mul t i - e thn ica l , and 
pol i t ical ly stable community . 

" W i t h a l l this to share , we 
are not only here for govern-
men ta l d iscuss ions on the 
h igher level, but also to estab-
l i sh a concrete but friendly 
co-operat ion be tween the two 
part ies . 

"We have always admi r ed 
Malays ia ' s m o d e l o f develop-
ment a n d we are t r y ing to ex-
plore and l e a r n about it: T h e 
cul ture , the people a n d their 
unders tand ing . A l so , the pol it-
i ca l a n d economic develop-
ment here. 

I grew up an 

activist. I was a 

mathematician, 

but had a lot of 

patriotism and 

feelings for the 

welfare of others. 

Otan acting chairman 
Bakytzhan Zhumagulov 

"Wh i l e y o u have your V i s i on 
2020, K a z a k h s t a n wants to be 
developed by 2030 . Economi -
cally, we w a n t to fol low the 
M a l a y s i a n mode l o f develop-
ment. We w a n t to: establ ish a 

m ix ture o f our o w n govern-
men ta l sys tem based on inter -
na t i ona l po l i t i ca l ways a n d ex-
per ience. " 

Th ings have cer ta in ly been 
look ing up for the na t i on o f 

15.1 mi l l ion people s ince inde-
pendence in 1991 fo l lowing 
the fa l l o f the Soviet U n i o n . 

The country has one o f the 
wor ld 's r ichest reserves o f o i l 
a n d gas, with up to 22 b i l l i o n 
barre ls o f c rude reserves. 

K a z a k h s t a n possesses a l l 
the w i l l a n d resources to ad-
dress the soc ia l d imens ion of 
progress a n d translate eco-
nomic achievement into into 
equitable h u m a n develop-
ment , improv ing the wel l -be-
i n g a n d expand ing oppor tun i -
ties for a l l cit izens. 

" O u r country 's stabil i ty is a 
tr ibute to economic achieve-
ments , ba l anced state pol ic ies 
a n d responsible behav iour o f 
the nat ion's elite," sa id Z h u -
magulov. 

"One of our pr ior i t ies is to 
promote ICT ( in format ion 
communica t i on technology) 
development a m o n g bur peo-
ple. A lot has to be done in this 
f ield, a n d K a z a k h s t a n is look-
i ng f o rward to rece iv ing assis-
tance f r om M a l a y s i a , " he sa id . 

"B io technolog ica l advance-
ments in Ma lays i a are also o f 
interest to us , " he added, hav-
i n g visited Technology Park 
Ma lays i a on Monday. 

The Wor ld B a n k a n d Inter-
nat ional Mone ta r y F u n d have 
acknowledged K a z a k h s t a n as 
one of the fastest developing 
economies in the wor ld , a n d 
this led to Nazarbayev 's recent 
pronouncement that the re-
publ i c wou ld become one o f 
the 50 most-developed coun-
tries in the w o r l d in the next 
seven years, a n d be a m o n g the 
top 10 o i l exporters . 

Zhumagu lov a n d a delega-
tion f rom Otan are in K u a l a 
L u m p u r to part ic ipate in the 
U m n o genera l assembly. 

There was a s i gn ing cere-
mony for the Protocol on Co-
operat ion between Otan a n d 
U m n o yesterday. 

The ceremony w a s attended 
by P r i m e Min i s t e r a n d U m n o 
president Datuk Se r i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d B a d a w i a n d the U m n o 
supreme counc i l 


