Minister: Keng Yaik

statement sarcastic

KUALALUMPUR: Information Min-
ister Datuk Zainuddin Maidin said
Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr
Lim Keng Yaik's statement calling on
the Economic Planning Unit to ex-
plain the methods used in determin-
ing Bumiputera equity ownership,
smacked ofsarcasm that would only
create more doubt on government
transparency.

"His statement will not help elimi-
nate suspicion of the Chinese com-
munity, especially the younger
group, who does notunderstand his-
tory, the consensus and formula that
hadbeen reached between the lead-
ers ofmevarious ethnic groups since
the early days of independence in the
interest of national stability.

"As such, the younger generation
was taken in by the statement made
by Singapore's Minister Mentor Lee
Kuan Yew who claimed that the Chi-
nese in Malaysia were margi-
nalised."

Zainuddin was commenting on the
statement by Br Lim, who is also En-
ergy, Water and Communications
minister, who said that an explana-
tion on the methods of study were
necessary because Gerakan, a com-
ponent party of the Barisan Nasion-

al, was of the view that something
wasn't right about the 18.9 per cent
figure givenby the EPU.

T h e issue of Bumiputera stake in
the economy became controversial
when the Asian Strategy and lead-
ership Institute (Asli) claimed?that
Bumiputeras controlled 45 per cent.

The claim was rejected by the gov-
ernment because the EPU study
recorded Bumiputera equity owner-
ship atonly 18.9 per cent.

Asli subsequently: apologised and
retracted its report.

Zainuddin said although Df Lim
had claimed He merely wanted an
academic solution in the rejection
ofthe Asli report, it was perceived
by the Malays as sarcasm because
it implied that the government
lacked transparency and sincerity
in dealing with the issue of Bumi-
putera equity.

Zainuddin said: "Withhis vast ex-
perience and involvement in nation
building, Dr Lim should help bring
calm and notbeathorninthe flesh.

"Lee Kuan Yew's statement should
not cause Chinese leaders in
Malaysia to feel pressured and feel
the need to seek popularity by play-
ingup racial issues." —Bernama



