
Minister: Keng Yaik 
statement sarcastic 
K U A L A L U M P U R : In format ion M i n -
is ter Da tuk Z a i n u d d i n M a i d i n sa id 
G e r a k a n pres ident Da tuk Ser i Dr 
L im K e n g Yaik 's statement ca l l i ng on 
the Economic P l a n n i n g Unit to ex-
p l a i n the methods used i n d e t e rm in -
i ng B u m i p u t e r a equity ownersh ip , 
s m a c k e d o f s a r c a s m that w o u l d only 
create more doubt o n government 
t ransparency . 

" H i s s tatement wi l l not he lp e l i m i -
nate susp ic ion of the Chinese c om-
munity, especial ly the younger 
group, w h o does not unde r s t and h i s -
tory, the consensus and fo rmula that 
h a d b e e n r e a c h e d be tween the l ead -
ers o f me va r i ous e thn i c g roups since 
the ear ly days of independence in the 
interest of nat ional stability. 

"As such , the younger generat ion 
was t aken in by the statement m a d e 
by Singapore 's M in i s t e r M e n t o r Lee 
K u a n Yew w h o c l a imed that the Chi -
nese i n M a l a y s i a were m a r g i -
na l ised . " 

Z a i n u d d i n was comment ing on the 
statement by Br L im, w h o i s a lso En-
ergy, Water a n d Communica t i ons 
min is te r , w h o sa id that an exp l ana -
t ion on the methods o f study we re 
necessary because G e r a k a n , a c o m -
ponent pa r t y o f the B a r i s a n Nas i on -

a l , was o f the v i ew that someth ing 
wasn ' t r i gh t about the 18.9 per cent 
f i gure g iven by the E P U . 
T h e issue o f B u m i p u t e r a s take i n 
the economy became controvers ia l 
w h e n the A s i a n Strategy and l e a d -
ersh ip Institute (Asli) c la imed? that 
Bumipu te ras contro l led 45 pe r cent. 

T h e c la im w a s rejected by the gov-
e r n m e n t because the E P U s tudy 
r ecorded B u m i p u t e r a equity owner -
sh ip at only 18.9 pe r cent. 

A s l i subsequently: apologised and 
re t racted its report . 

Z a i n u d d i n s a i d a l t h o u g h D f L i m 
h a d c l a i m e d H e m e r e l y w a n t e d a n 
a c a d e m i c s o l u t i o n i n the r e j e c t i on 
o f the A s l i r e p o r t , i t w a s p e r c e i v e d 
b y the M a l a y s a s s a r c a s m b e c a u s e 
i t i m p l i e d t h a t the g o v e r n m e n t 
l a c k e d t r a n s p a r e n c y a n d s i n c e r i t y 
i n d e a l i n g w i t h the i s s u e o f B u m i -
p u t e r a equi ty . 

Za inudd in sa id : " W i t h h is vast ex-
per ience a n d involvement i n na t i on 
b u i l d i n g , D r L i m shou ld he lp b r i n g 
c a l m and no t be a t h o r n in the f lesh. 

"Lee K u a n Yew's statement shou ld 
not cause Chinese l eade r s in 
M a l a y s i a to f e e l p r essured a n d feel 
the need to seek popu la r i t y by play-
ing up rac ia l issues." — B e r n a m a 


