
This is Malaysia, home of the... 
• RES IL IENT : 

L E S S E R m e n w o u l d have fo lded u p 
a l o n g t i m e ago. Or they w o u l d have 
s a c r i f i c e d the i r in tegr i t y , p r i n c i -
p l e s a n d bel ie fs i n t h e i r has te t o 
r e a c h t h e apex o f the i r c a r e e r s . 

B u t T a n S r i A b d u l M a l e k A h m a d 
h a s a l w a y s b e e n d i f f erent . 

He k n e w he h a d a l l the too ls — 
the i n t e l l e c t , the m o r a l f ibre a n d 
the c o m p a s s i o n — to b e come one of 
the c o u n t r y ' s top judges . Yet, w h e n 
he w a s o v e r l ooked seve ra l t imes in 
the 1 9 9 0 s , a .k .a . the d a r k days o f 
the M a l a y s i a n j u d i c i a r y , h e d i d n o t 
s u l k i n h i s c h a m b e r s o r p lay t r u a n t 
on the g o l f g reens . 

He s h r u g g e d off the d i s a p p o i n t -
ment and c o n t i n u e d d i spens ing 
j u s t i c e w i t h a c lear consc i ence . I t 
m u s t h a v e b e e n g r a t i n g s e e ing less 
c a p a b l e m e n move into m o r e s en i o r 
p o s i t i o n s , y ea r a f ter y ea r . I t m u s t 
have b e e n f rus t r a t i n g s e e ing a n 
i n s t i t u t i o n that he l oved get 
d r a g g e d d o w n into a q u a g m i r e o f 
c o n t r o v e r s y a n d d i s r epu te i n t h e 
y e a r s f o l l o w i n g the 1988 j u d i c i a l 
c r i s i s . 

S t i l l , he s tayed t rue to the c a l l i n g , 
k n o w i n g deep d o w n that i t i s im-
poss i b l e t o keep good m e n d o w n . 

H i s day c a m e on J u l y 12. 2 0 0 4 . 
He w a s a p p o i n t e d p r e s i d en t o f the 
C o u r t o f A p p e a l . 

H i s j o u r n e y b e g a n i n 1966 w h e n 
he w a s a p p o i n t e d a m a g i s t r a t e in 
K u a l a L u m p u r . F r o m there , h e 
s e r v e d i n v a r i o u s pos i t i ons s u c h a s 
d e p u t y p u b l i c p r o s e cu t o r . Sess i ons 
C o u r t p r e s iden t , Sess ions C o u r t 
s e n i o r p r e s i d e n t , H i g h C o u r t j u d g e , 
C o u r t o f A p p e a l j udge a n d F e d e r a l 
C o u r t j u d g e . 

W h e n h e w a s a p p o i n t e d the p r e s -
i d e n t o f the C o u r t o f A p p e a l i n 
2 0 0 4 , i t w a s a r a r e day: E v e r y o n e 
a g r e e d tha t i t 'was a s o l i d a p p o i n t -

ment . T h e B a r C o u n c i l w e l c o m e d 
h i m . T h e O p p o s i t i o n e m b r a c e d 
h i m . H i s pee rs o n the B e n c h 
c h e e r e d h i m on . 

O p p o s i t i o n l e a d e r L i m K i t S i a n g 
w e l c o m e d h i s a p p o i n t m e n t as the 
" f i r s t b r i g h t spot i n m o r e t h a n 1 5 
y e a r s i n the b l e a k a n d deso la te 
scene o f the jus t i c e s y s t e m w h i c h 
w i l l b e g r ee t ed w i t h u n a l l o y e d j oy 
by the l e ga l f r a t e rn i t y and the c i v i l 
soc ie ty " . H y p e r b o l e ? P e rhaps . B u t 
that was how most people v i ewed 
h i s e l e v a t i o n — as a b r i g h t l i ght . 

Two y ea r s on , w h a t do they t h i n k 
o f h i m ? H a s he p e r f o r m e d to ex-
pec ta t i ons? H a s th is one m a n 
c h a n g e d the w a y the p u b l i c a n d 
l a w y e r s v i e w the j u d i c i a r y ? 

J u d g i n g b y the c o m m e n t s i n the 
v i s i t o r s ' b o o k ou ts ide h i s h o s p i t a l 
r o o m , t h e i r r espec t a n d a f fec t ion 
for h i m is in tac t . I f a n y t h i n g , i t may 
have g r o w n , b u r n i s h e d n o d o u b t b y 
the e v e n - h a n d e d m a n n e r i n w h i c h 
h e h a s m a n a g e d h i s c o u r t r o o m a n d 
the in t eg r i t y o f h i s j u d g m e n t s . 

Over the pas t f ew w e e k s , M a l a y 
R u l e r s , j udges , l a w y e r s a n d f a m i l y 
f r i e n d s have m a d e a b e e l i n e to v i s i t 
h i m as he r e cove r s f r o m surge ry , 

A n u m b e r have m a n a g e d to 
s p e n d a f ew m i n u t e s w i t h h i m a n d 
s h o w e r e d h i m w i t h a f f ec t ion . 

A M a l a y R u l e r h e l d h i s h a n d a n d 
s p o k e t o f i l m i n h u s h e d tones , w i s h -
i n g h i m a speedy recovery . 

F o r m e r L o r d P r e s i d en t s have j o t -
t e d d o w n e n c o u r a g i n g w o r d s i n the 
v i s i t o r s ' b o o k a s have s e v e r a l B a r 
C o u n c i l o f f ic ia ls . H e w a s a l so v i s -
i t ed by a s e n i o r j u d g e w h o m he 
cas t i ga t ed in a j u d g m e n t in 2 0 0 1 . 

I f t he r e w a s a c o m m o n t h e m e in 
the pages o f messages , i t w a s th i s : 
You a r e n e e d e d , c o m e b a c k soon . 

C o u n t o n h i m s t a y i n g the c o u r s e . 
L e s s e r m e n w o u l d have f o lded i n . 
the face o f advers i ty . 

B u t A b d u l M a l e k A h m a d h a s ne v -

e r b e e n one o f t h e m . 

• SILLY: 

IF the r e is a p r i z e for the d u m b e s t 
e m a i l , i t m u s t b e l o n g t o M o h d F a u z i 
M u s t a f f a . H e m u s t have b e e n l i v i n g 
in a di f ferent p l ane t for the pas t 49 
years . 

Tha t ' s how l ong i t has t a k e n the 
government to try and ge l the d i f -
f e ren t r aces to pu l l down the w a l l s 
o f s u s p i c i o n that, we have e r e c t ed 
a r o u n d ourse l ves . 

M i l l i o n s ; o f r i ngg i t have b e e n 
s p e n t on c a m p a i g n s t o p r o m o t e 
b e t t e r i n t e r a c t i o n a m o n g M a l a y s , 
Ch inese , Ind ians , K a d a z a n d u s u n s , 
I bans , etc. 

A n e c d o t a l ev idence suggests tha t 
the m o a t o f r a c e a n d r e l i g i o n s t i l l 
s epara t es many o f us , e spec i a l l y in 
s choo l s a n d un ivers i t i es . 

So the last t h i n g " th is c o u n t r y 
needs is ano the r wedge to k e e p us 
a p a r t . 

A n d that w a s p r ec i s e l y w h a t Mo-
hd F a u z i d id in an e m a i l t o the staf f 
o f Taka fu l M a l a y s i a B e r h a d . 

He sa id that w i s h i n g " H a p p y 
D u r g a Poo ja , Happy L a k s h m i Poo ja 
a n d H a p p y D e e p a v a l i " c o u l d b e 
d e e m e d as e x t end ing g ree t ings to 
the H i n d u gods D u r g a , L a k s h m i 
a n d K r i s h n a . 

He c l a i m e d that th is w a s b i a s -
p h e m o u s and aga ins t the t each ings 
o f I s l a m . T h e h e a d o f the c o m p a n y ' s 
s y a r i a h d e p a r t m e n t , he a d d e d that 
M u s l i m s w h o h a d e x t e nde d s u c h 
g r ee t ings t o H i n d u s s h o u l d r e p e n t 
immed i a t e l y . 

H o w s h o u l d w e r eac t t o s u c h 
s k e w e d t h i n k i n g ? C o n v e n t i o n a l 
w i s d o m says t h a t those w h o spou t 
s i l l y s ta t ements a n d p r o m o t e n o n -
s e n s i c a l i deas s h o u l d b e i g n o r e d . 
Ins t ead o f g i v i n g t h e m any space o r 
a l l o w i n g t h e m to g r a b a s l i ce o f the 

l i m e l i g h t , they s h o u l d be l aughed 
a t a n d forgot ten, 

T h a t a p p r o a c h i s f r aught w i t h 
r i s k s . U n c h a l l e n g e d v i ews m a y be-
c o m e accep t ed as the t r u t h ; E v e n 
m o r e d a n g e r o u s a r e u n c h a l l e n g e d , 
v i ews by r e l i g i ous zea lo ts , e x t r e m -
ists a n d chauv in i s t s . Over t ime , 
they g a i n c r ed ib i l i t y a n d move f r o m 
the f r inges onto the m a i n s t r e a m . 

T h a t i s w h y any a t t empt by C h r i s -
t i ans , H i n d u s o r M u s l i m s t o p r o -
mote d i s to r ted r e l i g i ous v i ews 
m u s t be r e s i s t ed f i e r c e l y . T h e f i n a l 
w o r d o n M o h d Fauz i ' s e m a i l w a s 
p r o v i d e d by mu f t i s o f P e r a k a n d 

Se langor . 
B o t h s a i d tha t M u s l i m s w e r e en -

c o u r a g e d t o g r e e t t h e i r n o n - M u s -
l i m f r i ends d u r i n g the festive sea -
son . Less c l e a r w a s the s t a n d t a k e n 
b y T a k a f u l M a l a y s i a . 

In a s t a t emen t p o s t e d on i ts w e b -
s i te , i t s a i d tha t the e m a i l w a s 
m e a n t fo r i n t e r n a l c i r c u l a t i o n , 

' ' T h e c on t en t s a n d v i e w s e x p r e s s e d 
a r e n o t T a k a f u l M a l a y s i a ' s o f f i c ia l 
s t a n d and de f in i t e l y no t an ed ic t o r 
f i na l r e f e r ence for use by u n r e l a t e d 
pa r t i e s . " 

H u h ? S e e m s l i k e s a y i n g a lot 
w i t h o u t s a y i n g a n y t h i n g . 


