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IT happens every year . The s t rong l a n -
guage. The power fu l pos tur ing . The 
ve in-bust ing delivery. 

The only difference this year : U m n o 
Youth chief Da tuk Ser i H i s h a m m u d d i n 
Husse in spoke w i t h even m o r e f i r e a n d 
intensity than usua l as he a imed his 
guns at chauv in i sm a n d those he sa id 
were cha l l eng ing the posit ion of Is lam. 

He was tapp ing a reservo i r of anger 
over moves by n o n - M u s l i m groups to 
discuss f reedom o f r e l i g i on a n d w h a t 
Youth movement m e m b e r s see as a 
g row ing tendency by non-Ma lays to dis-
cuss sacred issues l ike the spec ia l p r i v i -
leges for Bumipute ras . 

M u c h o f his 90-minute keynote 
speech at the Youth assembly was di-
rected at groups t ry ing to debate issues 
a n d create controversies in re la t ion to 
Is lam. 

"Th i s is a w a r n i n g f r om the youth 
movement. Do not ra ise any issues in re-
la t ion to Ar t i c l e 11 a n d Ar t i c l e 121 (1A) 
of the Const i tut ion. I f negative efforts 
l ike this are not stopped, the i m p l i c a -
tions are going to be b ig , " he sa id , d r a w -
ing robust cheers a n d applause. 

The thunderous best came next w h e n 
HLshammudd in spoke about Is lam a n d 
its place in Ma lays ia . 

"Only the Sya r i ah courts shou ld be al-
lowed to hear a n d judge cases invo lv ing 
Is lam, not the c iv i l courts , " he sa id , re-
f e r r ing to. the vex ing quest ion o f j u r i s -

d ict ion w h i c h arose after the death of a 
f o rmer a r m y c o m m a n d o . 

H i s h a m m u d d i n made it c lear that the 
Inter-Faith Commiss i on d id not have a 
place in the M a l a y s i a n scheme o f 
things. 

"A t this assembly we urge the govern-
ment to reject the in t e r -Fa i t th C o m m i s -
s ion, " he s a i d , add ing that i t was l ike a 
chal lenge to accepted n o r m s a n d p ra c -
t ices a m i d a l ibera l c l imate fostered by 
the government. 

Th is l i be ra l i sm, he sa id , was be ing ex-
plo i ted by these g roups w i thout t ak ing 
into account its impac t on race r e l a -
tions. 

"C r i t i c i sm w h i c h shou ld be construc-
tive has become increas ing ly vindictive, 
fostering ha t r ed , and ful l of bad in t en -
t ion. Some of t h e m even use the space 
prov ided to s lander , sp r ead r u m o u r s 
and incite." 

H i s h a m m u d d i n also w a r n e d the c o m -
ponent part ies in the B a r i s a n Nas iona l 
not to fa l l p r ey to n a r r o w pol i t ical think-
ing and chauv in i sm. 

"We mus t r e m e m b e r that creat ing a 
Ma lays i an na t i on w i l l not be possible on 
n a r r o w th ink ing and chauv in i sm. Don ' t 
gamble the future by champ i on ing race 
politics. 

"We k n o w them, we k n o w where they 
are a n d we k n o w w h a t they are saying. 
We are no t a f ra id to face these oppor-
tunist leaders a n d w i l l not compromise 

w i t h them," he sa id to "roars o f approva l . 
Later , w h e n asked about his speech 

comment ing on the component part ies , 
H i s h a m m u d d i n sa id he was r e f e r r ing to 
the re lat ionship that "we have w i t h the 
major i ty o f ou r component par t i es 
w h i c h was very good" . 

"It's a w a r n i n g to both sides actual ly 
that beneath the surface, it's s t i l l very 
fragi le a n d we shou ld not a l l ow the p r o -
cess of whatever freedom to affect us. 

"So real ly, the speech is to w a r n not 
only those outside but also to r e m i n d 
ourselves that mat ters re la t ing to r e l i -
g i on and peace is someth ing not to be 
messed a r o u n d w i th . " 

H i s h a m m u d d i n d id not believe that 
h is speech w o u l d damage his re la t ion-
ship w i t h other component part ies. 

"Yes, a n d there w i l l be t imes in the fu-
ture that i t is go ing to get worse a n d 
there w i l l be t imes in future where i t w i l l 
get better but as far as my re lat ionship 
w i th the Youth heads of the component 
par t i es , they w i l l k n o w exact ly w h a t I 
m e a n in my speech today." 

He sa id they rea l ised whatever he h a d 
sa id was not persona l . 

"They k n o w where I come f rom a n d 
as far as my re lat ionship at the top leve l 
is concerned , we have a s incere r e l a -
t i onsh ip that we c a n w o r k on , " he sa id . 

Less c lear w i l l be how other 
Ma lays ians respond to Ms s t rong l a n -
guage. 


