
K U A L A L U M P U R : Be fair, just and careful, Do 
not hurt the feelings of component party 
members when raising issues. 

This was the impassioned plea party presi-
dent Datuk Seri Abdul lah A h m a d Badawi 
made to Umno members when he met dele-
gates at a closed-door pre-counci l session 
yesterday. 

He said they should be careful not to hurt 
the feelings of the Barisan Nasional compo-

nent party members w h e n champion ing 
issues. 

"There won ' t be any restriction on dele-
gates to br ing up issues as long as they are 
hot sensitive to other Barisan component 
parties," Abdu l lah told reporters after the 
meeting at the PWTC here. 

He said members must be very careful and 
remember that U m n o was given the man-
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date to lead the coalit ion by its 
members. 

"I reminded al l party m e m -
bers that they must t i k e into 
account the v i ews of other 
component parties when rais-
ing the issues. They must be fair 
and just in their comments . 

"They must avo id adverse 
r eac t i ons f r o m c o m p o n e n t 
p a r t y m e m b e r s tha t c o u l d 
damage rac ia l ha rmony , " he 
sa id , add ing that a l l quarters 
mus t be aware each other 's 
sensi t iv i t ies . 

Abdu l l ah , w h o is also the 
Pr ime Minister, spoke on the 
importance of maintaining har-
mony among coalit ion m e m -
bers l ike a fami ly unit, adding 
that this was the very recipe 
that had held the par ty togeth-
er a l l these years. 

At the same press confer-
ence, Abdul lah also announced 
an add i t iona l R M 6 0 0 m i l for 
deve lopment on top of the 
RM1.5bi l allocation under the 
9 th Malays ia P lan announced in 
May, w h i c h had nearly been 
spent 

"The funds are nearly deplet-
ed arid we have identif ied other 
minor projects needed for the 
rural community , " he added. 

To a quest ion, A b d u l l a h 
warned p a r t y members not to 
underest imate h i m and take 
advantage of his soft approach, 
saying that " i t is hard to be nice 
and pa t i en t " 

"I th ink it was enough to 
remind the members not to test 
me and I think they understand 
what I meant when I said t h a t " 
he said. 

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Naj ib T u n Razak said 
Abdu l l ah gave guidance to 
members to a lways mainta in 
un i ty and fami ly ties w i t h i n 
Umno . 

He said that Abdu l l ah also 
touched on a topic criticised 
heavily, w h i c h was the eco-
nomic s lowdown. 

"He had said the R M 6 0 0 m i l 
a l locat ion should boost rura l 
deve lopment and ensure 
employment for smal l contrac-
tors," he said. 

Deputy Finance M in i s t e r 
Datuk Dr Awang Adek Hussin, 
w h o spoke to reporters later, 
said each parl iamentary con-
st i tuency w o u l d be g iven 
R M 3 m i l from the RM600mi l . 

He said this wou ld rejuvenate 
the Class F contractors, adding 
that the al location wou ld be 
spent w i th in six months upon 
disbursement. 

The al location was designed 
to help develop rural areas w i t h 
m i n o r infrastructure projects 
such as upgrading roads and 
bridges, Dr A w a n g Adek said. 

M e a n w h i l e , A b d u l l a h also 
announced that an incentive of 
R M 2 wou ld be given for every 
n e w member recrui ted by 
Umno divisions throughout the 
country. 


