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KUALA LUMPUR: Efforts to mend 
fences w i t h former premier Tun Dr 
Maha th i r M o h a m a d w o u l d be a 
waste of t ime, said Wan i t a Umno 
chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz . 

"It is for the Pr ime Min is ter to 
decide; but i f you ask me, I wou ld 
say, forget it because he (Dr M a h a -
thir) not only attacked the party and 
the Government but also ta lked 
about the Pr ime Min is ter needing to 
be replaced, and that cannot be tol-
erated. He has crossed the l ine," she 
said. 

Rafidah also said that she wou ld 
not forgive her former mentor for 
the accusations he had made 
against her over the Approved Per-
mits issue. 

"I w i l l never forgive h i m f o r accus-
ing me of al l k inds of things. I cannot 
take it any more, I have reached 
boi l ing point," she said. 

"In Islam, fitnah (slander) is worse 
than murder. It's better to murder 
me. Then, I wou ld be dead and gone. 
Instead, what he says comes out in 
every media a l l over the wo r l d . 

"I do not accept his accusations 
against me and I don't know where 
he gets his information. He has been 
misguided." 

The International Trade and In-
dustry Minister said Umno should 
forget about trying to mend fences 
w i t h Dr Mahathir or even l istening 
to his criticisms. 

"I say, forget it. He not only had a 
private meet ing w i t h the Pr ime 
Minister, he taped it, then held two 
press conferences. Where does that 
leave us, especially the accusations 
made against me? And he goes and 
tells the media that I should be 

resigning," she added. 
Rafidah said this was not the t ime 

for party members to be double-
faced or to sit on the fence. 

"We have no sides in Umno and 
the present Umno is led by (Datuk 
Seri) Abdul lah A h m a d Badawi. No 
U m n o member, whether a past pre-
sident or past pr ime minister has 
the right to ho ld sway over three 
m i l l i o n members w h o just wan t 
unity, and for the present leadership 
to lead the Barisan Nasional and the 
country." 

She said that when Dr Mahath i r 
retired, she thought he wou ld play a 
guiding role. 

"His statement that we are a half-
past-six government is giving the 
country a bad image." 

However, she said she wou ld not 
stop delegates to the Wan i ta U m n o 
assembly starting on Tuesday from 
debating the "Tun issue". 


