No time limit to achieve Malay Agenda, says Najib

KUALA LUMPUR: No time limit will be
set to achieve the Malay Agenda to
uplift the status of the race, Datuk Seri
Najib Tun Razak said".

He said it was impossible to correct
the 446 years Malays were oppressed
under the rule of foreigners between
1511 and 1957 within a period of 20 to
30 years.

"For as long as long as our goals are
not achieved, we will continue the
struggle, deploying every, available
resource for the sake of our people.

"What we struggle for are our rights
without denying the rights of others,"
he said when opening the Umno

Wanita, Youth and Puteri delegates
conferences here on Monday evening.

He said the Malay Agenda must con-
tinue for the community to excel in
education, be economically strong,
socially resilient and outstanding in
the world stage.

"Let it never happen that when the
dawn ofjan 1,2020 arrives, the Malays
will wail in protest against any procla-
mation that Malaysia is a developed
nation because they have not
advanced," he said.

He said despite recent claims of a
'skewed study' that bumiputra equity
in businesses now stood at 45%, he said

statistics showed that the Malays con-
tinued to lag behind others.

Najib said the 45% figure came about
because the study considered govern-
ment-linked companies such as
Petronas, TM and Tenaga Nasional as
bumiputra-owned while they were
actually owned by the Government.

On the other hand, he said the gov-
ernment's figure of 189% of bumiputra
equity ownership was realistic as it
was derived from the data of 600,000
companies compared to the 1,000
public listed firms in the study.

Similarly, Najib noted that the
Economic Planning Unit figures last

year showed that bumiputra owned
11.7% of commercial buildings while it
was 71% for the Chinese.

Likewise, he said the average month-
ly income of bumiputra had merely
increased from RM339 in 1976 to
RM2.711 in 2004 while for the
Chinese, the figure rose from RM796 to
RM4.437 during the same period.

"Based on this fact alone, Lee Kuan
Yew's allegation that Malaysian
Chinese are being sidelined is com-
pletely wrong. Let it never be said that
our openness and inclusiveness is a
sign of weaknesses.

"On the contrary, it is precisely these

"qualities that make lip the formula of
our success. This is the approach well
accepted by all races willing to work
hand in hand to develop Malaysia,"
Najib added.

He said the Malay Agenda to propel
the community forward will be
strengthened under the 9th Malaysia
Plan and that whatever required for
Malay development would be imme-
diately implemented.

Najib said Umno's Malay Agenda
was also being institutionalised, with
the setting up of 12 main groups focus-
ing on various fields for the drafting of
special incentives.



