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K U A L A L U M P U R : U m n o 
president Da tuk Ser i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d B a d a w i to ld the party 
delegates at tending the genera l 
assembly not to lake advantage 
o f h is "soft" a p p r o a c h . 

"Yes, I told them that, a n d I 
a lso told them it is ha rd to be 
n i c e a n d pat ient, " h e sa id w h e n 
asked i f i t was true he had told 
the 2,554 delegates w h o 
attended the pres ident ia l 
p r e - counc i l c o u n c i l b r i e f ing 
yesterday that they s h o u l d no t 
take advantage o f h i s "soft" 
a p p r o a c h . 

A b d u l l a h , w h o was speak ing 
to reporters after the br ie f ing, 
d i d no t w a n t to elaborate. 

On whe the r the i ssue o f 
f o rmer party pres ident T u n D r 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d was. raised 
at the br ie f ing, he sa id i t was 
brought up. 

Abdu l l ah sa id he spoke on 

m a n y issues, i n c l u d i n g those 
that were ra i sed by M a h a t h i r , 
s u c h as c l a ims that the 
economy was not m o v i n g , a n d 
government projects. 

1 have to say it, as it is 
impor tant for the m e m b e r s to 
unders tand , a n d the people 
later. Wai t for my speech 
d u r i n g the open ing o f the 
genera l assembly , " he sa id . 

A b d u l l a h a lso sa id there was 
no gag order for anyone to ra i se 
any issues, prov ided they were 
w i t h i n the ru les a n d regu la t i on 
o f the genera l assembly. 

Asked to c o m m e n t on h i s 
v i ew o f the party n o w 
c o m p a r e d to when he first took 
over the helm in 2003, he sa id : 
" I f y o u look a t o u r U m n o 
representatives in par l i ament , 
senate a n d the state assembl ies 
a n d w h a t i s happen ing , there i s 
a change for U m n o members 
w h e n they raise the i r v iews, 
w h i c h i s m u c h c learer and 
w i thout any feelings o f fear 

anymore . " 
A b d u l l a h also to ld the 

delegates to cons ide r the 
interests o f other groups. 

" T h e B a r i s a n Nas i ona l 
c o m p o n e n t part ies have 
vo luntar i l y g iven U m n o the 
role to h e a d the coa l i t ion 
cooperat ion th rough 
unders tand ing . Therefore ; i t is 
impor tan t for the U m n o 
leadership at a l l levels to 
unders tand th is , " he sa id . 

' ' A n y ac t ion taken m u s t take 
into cons idera t ion the v i ews o f 
o ther coa l i t i on part ies a n d we 
mus t a lways be fair a n d equal." 

He sa id a l l Ma lays i ans 
shou ld unders tand the need to 
be care fu l w i t h sensit ive issues 
to avo id c rea t ing any unwanted 
react ion w h i c h can affect unity. 

T h e br i e f ing , he sa id , a lso 
touched on the impor tance o f 
the ro le o f U m n o m e m b e r s in 
e n s u r i n g that the party 
r ema ined s t rong a n d f i r m a n d 
c lose to the people. 


