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K U A L A L U M P U R : P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
D a t u k Ser i A b d u l l a h A h m a d Badaw i 
yesterday del ivered a conci l ia tory 
a n d ' ' ral ly lo my b a n n e r " speech at 
the Umno genera l assembly a i m e d 
at un i t i ng the na t i on a n d harness ing 
nat ional efforts towards a n e w 
parad i gm in nat iona l deve l opment 

II was an attempt lo salve the 
p a i n a n d hur t that had ar i sen over 
the open debate on such issues as 
the pos i t ion of I s l am and the New 
E c o n o m i c Policy and the bruised 
feelings as a resul t of the p u b l i c r o w 
between h i m and his f o rmer boss, 
T u n Dr M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d . 

Because m u c h of the 90-minute 
speech focused on the economy -
FD I , economic transformation, R & 
D, the role of the pr ivate sector to 

-brought i t up - but w i t h o u t n a m i n g 
names - by a l l u d i n g to the fact that 
people cannot have s i m i l a r 
thoughts, hearts a n d emotions. 

He sa id : " T h e same logic applies 
Jo admin is te r ing a n d manag ing a 
country. Different approaches w i l l be 
adopted to suit different eras. We 
should, therefore, not fight each 
other because of different styles a n d 
approaches." 

A b d u l l a h , i n a n apparent 
reference to the differences in 
foreign po l i c y w i t h h i s predecessor, 
sa id he w i l l n o t a l l ow the country 's 
sovereignty to be compromised . 

He added that "we w i l l not a l l ow 
Ma lays i a to be exposed to a situation 
w h e r e we can be c o m p r o m i s e d o r 
w h e r e l ega l act ion can be taken 
against us . 

"Every dec is ion we m a k e i s made 
to protect o u r nat iona l interests a n d 

approva l w h e n he ca l led on 
members to pray for Maha th i r , w h o 
was admit ted to the Nat iona l Hear t 
Institute on Nov 9, to have a speedy 
recovery a n d that for T u n Dr Sit i 
H a s m a h , w h o was present a t the 
assembly , a n d m e m b e r s o f h e r 
f ami l y to be strong. 

A n d w h e n h e sa id ' ' the 
government w i l l ensure that a l l 
necessary facil it ies are prov ided in 
the treatment of this statesman", 
shouts of "hidup Pak Lah" rang out 
i n the D e w a n Me rdeka . 

On the N E P , A b d u l l a h Said the 
s tudy that conc luded that 4 5 % o f 
equity i n compan ies i s b u m i p u t r a 
o w n e d i s incorrect and that 
ques t ion ing the methodology used 
by the E c o n o m i c P l ann ing U n i t i s 
the same as accus ing the 
government o f l y ing . 

"It is ev ident that the 20 years 
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generate growth - m a n y delegates at 
the assembly commented i t sounded 
m o r e l ike a budget presentation. 

"We must look at sectors that c an 
st i l l generate w e a l t h for m a n y 
Malays ians , especial ly those in r u r a l 
areas, l i ke agr icu l ture a n d 
industr ies w i t h h i g h va lue, l i ke 
f i nanc i a l services," sa id A b d u l l a h , 
w h e n de l i ver ing h i s th i rd 
pres ident ia l po l i cy address s ince 
tak ing over f rom Maha th i r . 

T h e speech, cons ide r ing w h e r e i t 
was presented, was surpr i s ing l y less 
po l i t i ca l and was m o r e o f an 
assessment o f h is admin is t ra t i on 
a n d how i t i s s t i l l gu ided by the 12 
pi l lars he adopted w h e n took over 
p r i m e min is te rsh ip to guide h i m in 
h is efforts to b u i l d a n e w a n d 
prosperous Ma lays i a a n d fu l f i l l ing 
the objectives of V i s i o n 2020. 

A b d u l l a h ta lked o f deve lopment 
o f h u m a n capi ta l ; v i a qual i ty ho l i s t i c 
education p rog rammes to equip 
Malays ians to face the g loba l ised 
wor ld ; supported by the 
establ ishment of a creative a n d 
innovat i ve society that w i l l b e come . 
a component of a popu la t i on that 
possesses a first class cul ture . 

But the m a n w h o has been 
describfed as "forever s m i l i n g " c ou ld 
not a l low the rift between h i m a n d 
Maha th i r to go unno ted a n d he 

the question of whether we are brave 
or afraid does n o t arise. Every action 
has a consequence. We w i l l not 
proceed with a decis ion if the out-
come means compromis ing our 
nat ional interests. 

"We choose the best r oad to 
r each our dest inat ion. T h e pr ior i ty 
is to achieve our objectives a n d i f by 
softly w h i s p e r i n g we can achieve 
w h a t we want, then w h a t reason is 
there for us to r oa r ? " 

He also sa id G o d created m a n 
w i t h many imperfect ions a n d t o 
better h imsel f , m a n needs to be 
adv ised a n d to accept c r i t i c i sm but 
the adv ice a n d cr i t i c i sms shou ld be 
construct ive and rat ional and 
offered w i t h honesty a n d sincerity. 

A b d u l l a h also spoke a t l ength on 
t rans forming the economy us ing 
susta inable methods, add ing that 
the f irst step was to reduce the 
de f ic i t However , he po inted out that 
the country c o u l d cont inue to spend 
m o r e than i t earn . 

"It is t rue that Petronas has 
money , but we m u s t be d isc ip l ined 
and differentiate between Petronas ' 
m o n e y a n d government 's money 
a n d i f we start d i pp ing our h a n d s 
everywhere, we are v io la t ing trust 
a n d m i s m a n a g i n g funds." 

B u t he p leased the delegates w h o 
gave a thunderous applause of 

a l located to achieve the objectives of 
the N E P w a s too short a per iod ; an 
unrea l i s t i c t imef rame to 
successful ly restructure society a n d 
eradicate poverty," he said. 
A b d u l l a h a lso dwelt on the recent 
pub l i c debate on the N E P a n d the 
increased bu t w o r r y i n g po lemics on 
issues related to race a n d re l i g ion , 
say ing it was due to the more open 
e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h he descr ibed as 
a new p h e n o m e n o n for Ma lays i a . 

'' We must look at sectors 
that can still generate 
wealth for many 

Malaysian's, especially those 
in rural areas, like agriculture 
and industries with nigh 
value, like financial services." 

He said w h i l e there are those 
w h o are adapt ing to it, there are 
those w h o want to test the l imi ts of 
this openness a n d those w h o take 
extreme v iews, inv i t ing equal 
react ion and objection from others* 
But he adv ised them to be guided by 
the soc ia l contract that Was agreed 
to by the var ious races w h e n 
m a k i n g the i r stand. 

" T h i s i s a l e a r n i n g process for us 
a n d at the same t ime, i t is equal ly 
imperat ive that we maintain, 

stabil ity unt i l society f inds i ts 
e q u i l i b r i u m . " he said. 

A b d u l l a h sa id he i s encourag ing 
this Openness as he w o u l d l i ke to 
see m o r e debates a n d evaluat ion o f 
the government 's per formance by 
the backbenchers , the opposi t ion 
M P s , the p u b l i c a n d the med ia . 

" T h e truth is that I Would rather 
see heated exchanges in the pages 
of the press than to see rag ing riots 
on the streets," he said, add ing that 
r espons ib l e m e d i a w i l l be: a par tner 
in t rans lat ing the nat ional vision 
and w i l l contr ibute to matur i ty o f 
the democra t i c process. M e d i a 
pract i t ioners m u s t r e m e m b e r that 
they, too, have a responsib i l i ty a n d 
accountab i l i ty in ensur ing nat ional 
deve lopment a n d nat ional unity. 

"Freedom m u s t be shaped in the 
context of a y o u n g nat ion that is 
m a d e up o f m a n y re l ig ions, races, 
cu l tures and languages," he sa id . 

On the perception that he is 
s l o w i n g d o w n in his f i gh t against 
co r rup t i on , he sa id he was do ing h i s 
best but it was diff icult w i thout the 
suppor t a n d help of the people. 

Once aga in he appealed to the 
peop le to " h e l p me to fight 
conn ip t i on by p r o v i d i n g evidence". 

H e also sa id U m n o members 
m u s t show exemplary behav iour by 
adopt ing a n d pract i s ing a cu l ture o f 

respect for and ab id ing by the law. 
When ta lk ing about I s lam 

H a d h a r i , h e ca l led on M u s l i m s not 
to s i n k into conservat ism as 
demonstrated by the n e w 
into lerance that d iscourages 
M u s l i m s f r om greeting others on 
the occas ion of the ir ce lebrat ions 
and at tending the Deepava l i or 
Chr i s tmas open houses. 

He w o u l d no t hesitate to take 
act ion against those w h o try to 
h i jack I s lam in order t o breed 
intolerance a n d haired, saying that 
Ma lays ia is a country of cooperat ion 
a n d dialogue and not w h e r e people 
inci te each other based on bogus 
al legations and f ict i t ious threats. 

A b d u l l a h conc luded his speech 
by ca i l ing on members to 
r emembe r and pray lor the souls of 
past leaders i n c l u d i n g those o f 
D a t u k O n n Jaafar , T u n k u A b d u l 
R a h m a n , T u n Abdu l Razak, T u n 
Husse in O n n , T u n D r I sma i l and 
T u n A b d u l G h a f a r Baba. 

He said in recognit ion of Ghafar 's 
services, the government has 
dec ided to create a pe rmanent c h a i r 
in h i s n a m e a t h is a l m a mater, the 
Su l tan Idris Univers i ty o f Educa t i on , 
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