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P E T A L I N G J A Y A : T h e "po l i ce state" 
a n d " c l ima te o f fear" that T u n D r 
M a h a t h i r M o h a m a d says now exist 
u n d e r the cu r r en t admin i s t ra t i on are 
actual ly h is o w n creat ions f r om 22 
years o f power , the C i v i l R ights 
Commi t t e e o f Kua la L u m p u r a n d 
Se langor Ch ines e Assembly H a l l 
( C R C - K L S C A H ) sa id . 

However , P r i m e M i n i s t e r Da tuk 
S e r i A b d u l l a h A h m a d Badaw i m u s t 
beg in democra t i s ing re forms i f he i s 
s incere in b r eak ing away f r o m 
Maha th i r ' s au tho r i t a r i an i sm. 
C R C - K L S C A H c h a i r m a n Ser C h o o n 
Ing sa id in a statement. 

Ser cha l l enged bo th A b d u l l a h a n d 
M a h a t h i r to suppor t seven measures 
to d i smant l e the "po l i ce state" a n d 
" c l imate o f fear", i n c l u d i n g 

repea l ing the Internal Secur i ty Act 
( ISA); 
» es tab l i sh ing the Independent 
Pol ice C o m p l a i n t and M i s c o n d u c t 
C o m m i s s i o n ( I P C M C ) ; 
» r e f o rming media-re la ted laws 
th rough a pa r l i amenta ry select 
commit tee ; 
» l i b e ra l i s i ng the univers i t i es 
by r ep lac ing the 
Un ive rs i t i es a n d 
Un ive rs i t y Co l leges Act 
( U U C A ) w i th 
l eg is la t ion p roduced 
th rough w i d e 
c o n s u l t a t i o n ; 

combat ing corrupt ion 
through institutionalised 
means, for example, by 
m a k i n g the ACA a 
statutory body 
accountable to 
Par l iament ; 

a m e n d i n g relevant 
laws to u p h o l d the 
const i tut ional f reedoms 
o f express ion, assembly 
a n d a s s o c i a t i o n a n d 

es tab l i sh ing t ru th 
c o m m i s s i o n s to h o l d 
accountable those w h o 
abused power , a n d to 
correc t the w r o n g a n d 
compensate the v i c t ims o f 
the 1987 Operasi Lalang 
and 1988 j u d i c i a l cr is is . 

"So far, A b d u l l a h has 
fa i led to keep h is p romises 
o f c omba t ing co r rup t i on , 
r e f o rm ing bureauc racy 
a n d l i s t en ing to the t ru th . 

Instead, d isappo int ing ly , he has 
frequently suppressed the f reedom of 
express ion a n d in f o rmat i on , " Ser 
sa id . 

' ' I f the PM wants t o b u r y 
Maha th i r ' s c r i t i c i sms , he m u s t show; 
h is po l i t i ca l de te rminat ion to init iate 
democra t i s ing re forms and to break 
away f r om the au tho r i t a r i an i sm 
inher i t ed f r om Maha th i r . Ma lays i ans 
w i l l then sure ly ra l l y b eh ind h i m . " 

He noted that Maha th i r ' s 
c omp la in t s o f h a v i n g h is po l i t i ca l 
f reedom cu rbed were the " s tandard 
treatment for po l i t i ca l d issent " 
d u r i n g h i s p r em i e r sh i p . 

" M a n y Malays ians , f r om his 
fo rmer deputy A n w a r Ib rah im to 
opposit ion and commun i t y leaders, 
have suffered worse persecut ions," he 
said, add ing that i f Mahath i r ' s 
c r i t i c i sm are to have credibi l i ty, he 
must support the seven measures. 

On Fr iday , M a h a t h i r said in a 
statement a " c l imate of fear has 
enve loped" the country , a n d he had 
to cr i t i c ise A b d u l l a h because no one 
else was able to . 

He also said any pe rson w h o tr ied 
to h o l d a funct ion that may cr i t ic ise 
A b d u l l a h w o u l d be "harassed 



PUTRAJAYA: The group of Umno 
veterans who brokered the four-
eyed meeting between the prime 
minister and his combative pre-
decessor has written to several 
cabinet members to explain why 
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad called 
two press conferences after that. 

The association of former 
members of Parliament and state 
assemblymen (Mubarak) had sent 
tetters to Deputy Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Najib Razak and several 
Umno cabinet ministers and 
mentris besar. 

This followed Mubarak's meet 
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Mubarak explains Dr M's actions 
On 

Mahathir's con-
tinued criticisms, he 

said the government and 
Umno will have to manage it. 
"We will ensure that the 
government, especially the 
prime minister, has the full 
support of cabinet members 
the administration as well as 
party members." 

Asked to comment on 
Mahathir's various positions as 
adviser in government-linked 
companies and also whether the 
Umno Supreme Council would, 
discuss it tomorrow, Najib said: ''I 
don't know and don't wish to 
comment on that." 

the meeting between Tun and 
Prime Minister Abdullah. It was 
Mubarak's initiative and they had 
played a role for the prime 
minister and tun to meet. The 
meeting did not end the way we 
had hoped." 

On the government and 
Umno's next move, Najib said: "I 
think we all want to see the gov-
ernment concentrate on fulfilling 
our promises to the people and to 
implement projects, programmes 

under the Ninth Malaysia Plan. 
"At the end of the day, the 

government needs the support ot 
the people The best way for the 
government to secure support is to 
deliver our promises." 

ing with Mahathir at the Perdana 
Leadership Foundation on Monday, 
their second such meeting this 
month. It is believed Mahathir 
handed over a transcript of the 
two-hour dialogue on Oct 22 to 
four Mubarak members led by Tan 
Sri Khalid Abdullah. 

Without going into details, Najib 
said the letter explained why 
Mahathir called for the press 
conferences (Oct 22 and 23) in 
which he revealed what happened 
at the meeting, and in the process 
made further comments. It also 
explained why Mahathir continued 
to criticise the government and the 
leadership. 

Najib said: "We had encouraged 


