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T H E U m n o genera l assembly this 
y ea r p r o m i s e s to be - as in a l l n o n -
e lec t ion years - as exc i t ing as 
w a t c h i n g a padi p lant g r ow . M o s t 
observers a n d m a n y delegates t o the 
assemb ly t h i n k it is go ing to be a very 
m u n d a n e affair. 

In fact that is also the hope of the 
party " leadership" , a popu lar euphe-
m i s m for the supreme counc i l but more 
directly president Datuk Seri Abdu l l ah 
A h m a d B a d a w i and h i s deputy Datuk 
Seri Najib Razak or just Abdu l l ah alone. 

Others are say ing h o w can that be 
w h e n fo rmer p r em i e r T u n Dr M a h a -
th i r M o h a m a d h a d been openly c r i t i c i -
s ing Abdu l l ah for s ix mon ths a n d the i r 
tiff h a d domina ted m u c h o f Umno ' s 
affairs a n d act iv i t ies s ince then . 

W h i l e U m n o has be en d o i n g 
every th ing poss ib l e - t h r o u g h 
n u m e r o u s br ie f ings - to ensure that 
the p u b l i c r o w does no t over f low into 
the assembly , there is a sense of 
unease that i t m a y jus t do so. 

In th is sense, off icials say the par ty 
may have been lucky that M a h a t h i r 
w a s no t selected as a delegate to the 
assembly . S o m e even see the par ty as 
s e cond t i m e l u c k y that the f o rmer 
pres ident is now hosp i ta l i sed for a 
m i n o r hear t a i l m e n t a s h e i s n o w 
u n a b l e to a t tend after a n n o u n c i n g that 
he w a s go ing to do so as a gues t 

Observers a n d some delegates w h o 
have a r r i v ed ear ly a re d i s c u s s i n g th is 
unease a n d the latest deve lopments 
r ega rd ing M a h a t h i r . T h e y a re b u s y a t 
the va r i ous wa t e r i ng ho les 
( e u p h e m i s m for coffee, houses ) -
" c a t ch ing u p o n the latest" a n d 
i n vo l v ed i n " d i s c u s s i n g a n d deba t ing " 
o f " th i s a n d tha t " a n d w h a t " w h o a n d 
w h o " a re d o i n g i n the party. 

M u c h o f these sessions also spe -
culate on the dec i s i on for the assemb ly 
to be b rought f o rward by a day. 

In the " o l d days " - e u p h e m i s m for 
p r e - M a h a t h i r e r a - Umno Youth a n d 
W a n i t a U m n o h a d the i r assemb l i e s o n 
T h u r s d a y a n d the three-day A G M o f 
the m a i n par ty f o l l owed the nex t day. 

A c c o r d i n g t o an ea r l i e r schedu le , 
the deputy p r es iden t i s to address the 
j o in t o p e n i n g o f the Youth , W a n i t a a n d 
Pute r i assembl i es - a t rad i t i on -
t o m o r r o w even ing w i t h the i r 
separate assembl i es f o l l ow ing on -
Wednesday. But Na j ib is n o w 
address ing t h e m th is even ing . 

O n e o f the ma jo r causes o f unease 
is the fear that some delegates, w h o 
h a d been selected to be spokesmen for 
the var ious subjects d u r i n g the 
assembly , m a y jus t decide to veer away 
f r o m the i r briefs a n d speak on s ome o f 
the concerns of the members . 

T h e fear i s a lso that th is m a y r esu l t 
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T O D A Y 
3pm: Briefing by Umno 
president Datuk Seri 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
to wanita, Youth and 
Puteri executive council 
members and divisional 
committee members 
8pm: Joint opening of 
w i t h , Wanita and Puteri 
meetings by deputy 
president Datuk Seri 
Najib F 

T O M O R R O W (Nov 14) 
» Youth chief Datuk Seri 

Hishammuddin 
Hussein, Wanita chief 
Datuk Seri Rafidah 
Aziz and Puteri chief 
Datuk Noraini Ahmad 
deliver policy 
speeches. 

» Youth: Debate on 
Hishammuddin's 
address 

» Wanita: Debate on 
Rafidah's address 

» 8pm: Special Supreme 
council meeting 

W E D N E S D A Y (Nov 15) 
Presidential speech by 
Abdull 
» Debates by state 

delegates on three 
motions: the 
presidential address, 
economy and 
education, and 
religion and social. 

T H U R S D A Y (Nov 16) 
Debates by state 
delegates continue 

F R I D A Y (Nov 17) 

» Debates continue 
» Winding-up speeches 

by related ministers 
or Youth, Wanita and 

» Abdullah's 
adjournment speech 

Meter 2,554 delegates to the assembly comprise 49 supreme 
council members, 30 representatives from Youth, Wanita and 
Puteri and 2.475 delegates from 191 divisions representing 

more than three million members. 

in a free-for-al l between those w h o 
have di f ferent in te rpre ta t ion of what 
the " r ea l i s s u e s " f a c ing the par ty a r e 
T h i s c o n c e r n h a s no t gone away 
despite the n u m e r o u s br ie f ings the 
delegates have r e ce i v ed f r o m t h e i r 
d i v i s i o n a n d state leaders. 

T h e delegates have already b e e n 
reminded countless t imes by Abdu l l ah , 
Naj ib, the vice-presidents a n d others to 
speak on ly on " rea l i s sues " - the N i n t h 
Ma lays i a P lan , the var ious development 
strategies, the M a l a y Agenda, M a l a y 
equity - instead of b r ing ing up subjects 
that can disunite the party. 

S o m e of those at the coffeeshop 
gossip sessions do no t see eye-to-eye 
on the leadership 's i d ea o f ' r e a l issues". 
T h e y see that o ther i ssues have 
c ropped up s ince A b d u l l a h took over 
as p r i m e min i s t e r three years ago. 

A b d u l l a h h i m s e l f i s no t u n a w a r e o f 
the p o p u l a r d i s cuss i ons about h i m , 
h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a n d h i s f a m i l y 
s ince s ince M a h a t h i r b egan 
h i g h l i g h t i n g t h e m . 

Some o f these delegates w i s h the 
a s s emb l y or a t l east the debate on the 
p r es iden t i a l address c o u l d become a 
t rue e va lua t i on o f the pe r f o rmance o f 

the l eade rsh ip 
bu t k n o w i n g 
that th is i s 
u n l i k e l y t o be, 
they a n d m a n y 
par ty m e m b e r s 
a r e qui te h a p p y 
t o a l l o w 
M a h a t h i r t o 
a r t i cu la te the i r 
conce rns . 

M a h a t h i r ' s 
presence , even 
as a guest, 
w o u l d 
e m b o l d e n 
them, a n d a 
source o f 
d i scomfor t t o 
A b d u l l a h . B u t 
M a h a t h i r c o u l d 
a lso be a target 
for r idicule in 
the a s s e m b l y 
a n d subjected 
to a b o o i n g 
r ecep t i on 
outs ide . 

T h u s , the 
need for 
M a h a t h i r t o be 
hospi ta l ised 
further at the 
Nat iona l Hear t 
Institute after he 
was admitted on 
Thursday is a 
boon no t on ly to 
U m n o but also 
t o A b d u l l a h a n d 
M a h a t h i r 

The message 
that h a s gone out t o delegates a n d 
m e m b e r s is "hormat Tun dan sokong 
president parti" ( respect the T u n a n d 
suppor t the par ty pres ident ) . 

W i th that out of the way, the party 
c an n o w breathe easy a n d focus on a l l 
the subjects u n d e r " M a l a y Agenda" : the 
general e lect ion a n d the need to stay 
united fo l l owing the assaults by 
"others" or "pihak yang tertentu? 
(certain parties) on the posi t ion o f I s l am 
a n d Art ic le 11 o f the nat iona l charter, 
the M a l a y priv i leges a n d M a l a y equity. 

T h e message that the-party hopes 
to de l i ve r to those at the a s s emb l y a n d 
to a l l its m e m b e r s th roughou t the 
c oun t r y i s that M a l a y s a r e u n d e r siege, 
a n d "let 's stay u n i t e d so that we w i l l 
ach ieve a mass i v e v i c t o ry a g a i n in the 
c o m i n g genera l e lect ion" . 

T h e a s s e m b l y w o u l d p r o b a b l y 
p ro rogue o n F r i d a y w i t h cheers o f 
"Hidup Melayu", the w a v i n g of Sang 
Saka Bangsa a n d the b r a n d i s h i n g of 
the ke r i s Panca Warisan. 

theSun says: 
Avoid racial grandstanding pgl9 

A time to dose ranks 


