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S O FAR w o on ly know t w o 
th ings about the i m p e n d i n g 
mee t ing be tween Prime 
M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i A b d u l l a h 
A h m a d B a d a w i a n d h i s 
predecessor T u n D r M a h a t h i r 
M o h a m a d : Tha t i t i s go ing t o be 
before A i d i l f i t r i , w h i c h i s 
expected to fa l l on Tuesday, and 

that it is going to be a one-on-
one a f fa i r . 

We do not k n o w the day yet. 
T h e most ausp i c i ous even ing o f 
R a m a d a n is the 27th, w h i c h is 
tonight . I t is k n o w n as the Might 
o f Power as i t i s sa id to be the 
o c cas i on w h e n Prophet 
M o h a m m a d rece i ved h is f i r s t 

reve la t ion f rom God . 
But then sure ly they wou ld 

w a n t to spend the even ing 
of fer ing add i t i ona l prayers and 
re f lect ing on the i r past deeds 
instead o f b e ing cooped up 
s o m e w h e r e b lus te r ing away at. 
each other. 

T h e mee t ing c o u l d also ve ry 
w e l l be the eve o f H a r i Raya on 
Monday . By then the last 
terawih prayers (the add i t i ona l 
non-ob l i ga tory even ing prayers 
d u r i n g Ramadan ) we re a lready 
pe r f o rmed on Sunday night. So 
M o n d a y even ing is a free 
even ing . 

T h i s is , o f course , i f the 
mee t ing is no t p l a n n e d to take 
p lace d u r i n g the day. T h e a ides 

o f the two m e n w h o are 
p l a n n i n g the meet ing are 
t a k i n g cogn isance of the fact 
that M u s l i m s must not be ang r y 
or lose their temper w h i l e 
Tasting. 

They are unce r t a in A b d u l l a h 
and M a h a t h i r wil l be as coo l as 
c u c u m b e r and m a i n t a i n the i r 
e q u a n i m i t y throughout so that 
the. mee t ing could be h e l d 
d u r i n g the day ? Eve ryone 
k n o w s that the f o rmer PM is an 
angry m a n a n d has a l o n g l ist 
o f c omp la in t s and h is successor 
is a d a m a n t that he is r ight in 
whateve r he i s d o i n g a n d very 
u n h a p p y w i t h the barbs t h r o w n 
a l h i m . 

As to the venue , A b d u l l a h 

sa id " the day w h e n we meet, 
that w i l l be the venue". It is , of 
course , go ing to be a r o o m 
somewhere . I t cannot be the 
P M ' s office or M a h a t h i r ' s office 
a t the Pe rdana Leade r sh ip 
Founda t i on , One poss ib i l i t y i s 
one o f the r o o m s a t P W T C 
w h e r e U m n o has its H q . 

After a l l , i t is in the end 
about U m n o . And i t i s t o ensure 
that the party r e m a i n s un i t ed 
m a t the veterans and the 
respected m e m b e r s o f the pa r l y 
had nudged the two towards a 
mee t ing h i n t i n g that the spat 
between t h e m h a d gone on 
l o n g enough . 

N o w , w h o is to enter the 
r oom first? A b d u l l a h is no 
l onge r the subserv ient deputy 
bu t a ful l- f ledged P M , w i t h a l l 
the power o f the state at h i s 
c o m m a n d , and party pres ident 
a n d so he s h o u l d not be k e p i 
w a i t i n g . But he may want to be 
grac ious and so enter f irst to 
wa i t for the e lder ly T u n . 

If that happens , it. c ou ld w e l l 
set the tone for the meet ing . It 
w o u l d also auger we l l i f 
Maha th i r , PM for 22 years, 
ins i s ted that he w i l l wait for the 
p r i m e m in i s t e r o f Ma lays i a a n d 
the pres ident o f U m n o . 

It c o u l d also be p lanned so 
that the press cameras c o u l d 
r eco rd s ome th ing as the press 
conference after the mee t ing -
i f one is p l anned - c o u l d no t be 
expected to be m u c h of a story. 

T h i s c ou ld take the f o rm o f 
the two m e n a r r i v i n g at the 
same t ime, gett ing out f rom 
the i r cars a lmos t at the same 
t ime , a n d w a l k i n g up t o e a ch 
other, s m i l i n g and s h a k i n g 
h a n d s and , poss ib ly , even 
hugg ing . 

After a l l , h u g g i n g i s no t 
u n c o m m o n a m o n g U m n o 
leaders even i f they are r i va l s , 
or espec ia l ly i f they are r i va l s . 
Somet imes they also h u g to 
d i spe l r u m o u r s that they are 
r i va l s . T h e recent f amous 
h u g g i n g i s be tween M a h a t h i r 
a n d In ternat iona l Trade a n d 

Industry M i n i s t e r Da tuk Seri 
Rafidah Az i z two years ago. It 
changed no th ing . 

Ma lays ians , espec ia l l y U m n o 
members , are probably very 
excited ahout the mee t ing after 
m o n t h s o f verbal w a r be tween 
the two even though m a n y do 
not t h i n k i t w i l l end M a h a t h i r ' s 
h o u n d i n g of the PM - a l least 
not yet. 

But, nevertheless, it is a 
posi t ive deve lopment . U m n o 
s u p r e m e c o u n c i l m e m b e r 
D a l u k S h a h r i r S a m a d th inks so 
but i s u n w i l l i n g l o put m u c h 
store by it. Others approve of 
the one-on-one meet ing . Tt 
c ou ld be the b e g inn ing o f 
A b d u l l a h a n d h i s f o r m e r boss 
b e i n g o n t a l k i n g t e r m s aga in 
instead of d o i n g so th rough the 
press or the i r respect ive a ides. 

It c ou ld happen that 
M a h a t h i r w o u l d accept w h a t h e 
to ld this wr i t e r a l o n g t ime ago 
thai different leaders have 
dif ferent styles and that the 
l eadersh ip had to be different 
a lso because o f the c h a n g i n g 
t imes a n d c i r cumstances . 

It cou ld a lso h a p p e n that 
A b d u l l a h w o u l d accept 
M a h a t h i r as an e lder b ro the r -
or an e lder s tatesman - w h o 
c o u l d be occas iona l l y consu l t ed 
on par ly as we l l as na t i ona l 
matters a n d to also o ccas i ona l l y 
a cknow l edge p u b l i c l y that he 
owed his pos i t ion to the f o rmer 
PM. 

U m n o wou ld cer ta in ly 
benefit f r om its two s taunches t 
a n d mos t l o ya l members -
A b d u l l a h refused to a b a n d o n 
the par ty w h e n the faction he 
w a s in lost its bid for power , 
a n d M a h a t h i r showed s u c h 
pass ion for the party that he 
w a s g iven the title Dr U m n o 
gett ing together aga in a n d 
p robab l y w o r k i n g together. 

I t may be w i sh fu l t h i n k i n g 
but everyone agrees that the 
consequences o f con t inued 
a c r i m o n i o u s p u b l i c r o w 
be tween the two cou ld o n l y be 
d i re to the nat ion . 

Is Monday the day for meeting? 
''It could 
be the 
beginning 
of 
Abdullah 
and his 
former 
boss 
being on 
talking 
terms 
again 


