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K U A L A L U M P U R : B y 2020, 
w h e n Ma lays i a is expected to 
achieve developed nation 
status, the n u m b e r of u r b a n 
settlements w i l l g r o w n f rom 
144 n o w to 245. That is a 70% 
increase over 14 years. 

Federal T o w n a n d Count ry 
P l a n n i n g Depar tment director-
general Datuk M o h d Fadz i l 
M o h d Khir told theSun the 
u r b a n popula t ion i n Ma lays i a 
makes up 6 5 % of the total 
populat ion, exceeding the 2000 
g loba l ratio of 50%. 

T h e biggest issue the 
department faces in d raw ing up 
the Na t i ona l Urbanisat ion Policy 
( N U P ) is the increas ing u rban 

was to develop p l anned , progress ive 
a n d sus ta inab le c i t ies w h i l e 
address ing i ssues o f l oca l author i t i es , 
heritage site p reserva t i on a n d the 
need for the M a l a y s i a n ident i ty to 
thr ive i n s m a l l sett lements a n d b i g 
cit ies. 

T h e N U P ' s s ix pr ior i t i es are: 
» C r ea t i on of efficient and 
sus ta inab le u rban i sa t i on . 
» Deve l opment of a res i l i ent , 
d y n a m i c and efficient u rban 
transportat ion sys tem. 
>> E s t a b l i s h m e n t of an integrated 
and eff icient u r b a n t ranspor ta t ion 
system 
>> P r o v i s i o n of qual i ty u r b a n 
serv ices , in f ras t ruc ture a n d ut i l i t ies , 

C r ea t i on of a c o n d u c i v e u r b a n 
l i v i n g e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h a d is t inc t 
i den t i t y , and 
» E s t a b l i s h i n g effective u r b a n 
governance . 

T h e need for a n N U P w a s moo t ed 
in the E i g h t h M a l a y s i a P l a n . I t w a s 
comple t ed ear l y th is year . 

It will be l a u n c h e d in c on junc t i on 
With W o r l d T o w n P l a n n i n g Day, 
t h e m e d Towards Livable Cities - The 
Asean Way, by H o u s i n g and L o c a l 
G o v e r n m e n t M i n i s t e r D a t u k Ser i 
O n g K a T i n g today. 

A two-day conven t i on , w h i c h 
beg ins t o m o r r o w , is jo int ly 
organised by the Ma l ay s i an Institute 
o f P l anners , the M a l a y s i a n 
Assoc ia t ion o f T o w n a n d Count r y 
P l anne r s and the M a l a y s i a Board o r 
T o w n P l a n n e r s . I t w i l l see countr i es 
s h a r i n g the i r exper i ences in 
a c h i e v i n g l i v a b l e c i t ies. 

popu la t i on , w h i c h gives rise to 
other p rob l ems , he sa id . 

These i n c lude the w o r s e n i n g 
a i r qual i ty a n d no ise levels, a n d 

the p ressure for m o r e job 
creat ion . 

- T h e cur ren t ratio o f p u b l i c 
to pr ivate t ranspor ta t i on is 
a b o u t 1 0 : 9 0 , w h i l e the 
department 's mode l for the 
N i n t h M a l a y s i a P lan i s 70:30. 

" In 2004, we ach i eved most 
o f the s tandards for h o u s i n g 
and |obs. B u t there is a 

reduct ion in safety as c r i m e 
rates are st i l l h i g h , and 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l s tandards 
need i m p r o v e m e n t ' ' M o h d 
Fadz i l said, c i t ing Malays ia ' s 
n i n e most po l lu ted r i v e r s i n 

s ome u r b a n areas. 
He sa id the N U P ' s object ive 


