
'Malays tolerant for too long' 
U M N O a n d the Ma lays c a n n o 
longer be passive a n d defensive 
towards groups w h i c h quest ion the 
spec ia l pr iv i leges o f the Ma lays , 
Islam as the of f ic ial r e l i g i o n a n d the 
syar iah court 's pos i t ion as 
enshr ined in the Federal 
Const i tut ion. 

M a l a c c a delegate Hasnoo r 
S idang Husse in sa id the t ime h a d 
come for party m e m b e r s as w e l l as 
the Ma lays to f i rmly act against 

those w h o u n d e r m i n e d the soc ia l 
contract w h i c h had been agreed 
upon s ince Independence. 

" T h e tolerant attitude of the 
Ma lays towards g roups w h i c h dared 
to cha l lenge the rights of the Ma lays 
a n d Islam's sanctity p r o m p t e d the 
latter to be even bo lder as they felt 
no ac t ion w o u l d be taken aga inst 
them, " he sa id w h e n debat ing the 
president 's keynote address. 

He said the Malays had been 

passive f a r t oo l o n g a n d tolerated 
attempts by cer ta in n o n - M u s l i m 
groups to d ispute the r ights of the 
Ma lays and t a rn i sh Islam's image. 

"S ince the tragic rac ia l r io ts in 
1969, Umno and the Ma lays have 
been too patient, and to l e rant 

An example o f the i r blatant 
d isregard for Ma lays ' sensi t iv i ty was 
w h e n cases w h i c h s h o u l d be heard 
in the syar iah cour t were instead 
brought before the c i v i l court, and 

worse , they even proposed the 
setting up of a re l i g ious adv isory 
c o u n c i l , put t ing I s l am o n pa r w i t h 
other re l i g ions in the nat ion 's 
const i tut ion, he sa id . 

He also t h a n k e d the p r i m e 
minister, for h i s f i r m act ion by 
reject ing the proposed c o u n c i l a n d 
i s su ing a s t e m W a r n i n g against 
am one w h o attempted t o inci te 
re l i g ious a n d rac i a l sentiments. 

He also t icked off some 

pro fess iona l Ma l a y groups w h i c h 
co l laborated w i t h these groups in 
the n a m e o f soc ia l justice a n d 
l i b e r a l i s m a n d urged t h e m to r epen t 

A s such , h e said, U m n o 
m e m b e r s s h o u l d stand so l id ly 
b e h i n d the party pres ident a n d 
other U m n o leaders as U m n o i s the 
on l y party w h i c h cont inues to f ight 
for the r ights o f the Ma lays a n d 
I s l am s ince the party's incept ion . -
B e r n a m a 


