
Nobel winner vows to 
make poverty history 
D H A K A : Bang ladesh ' s 
m i c r o c r e d i t p i onee r 
M u h a m m a d Y u n u s v o w e d 
t o m a k e poverty h i s to ry as 
he a n n o u n c e d a raft o f n e w 
p l ans a i m e d a t t r ans f o rm ing 
the fortunes o f the r u r a l 
poor , after b e c o m i n g the 
im pove r i shed country ' s f irst 
N o b e l l aurea te . 

" I t h i n k poverty 
e rad i ca t i on i s very m u c h 
poss ib le . You change the 
e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d w e w i l l 
l i ft thousands a n d m i l l i o n s 
o f people out o f poverty, " he 
sa id at the weekend . 

" T h e y don't need any 
grant to change their life. 
People have this p o w e r i n 
t h e m . You r emove the l i d o f 
t h e h i d d e n p o w e r a n d poor 
p e o p l e w i l l au tomat i ca l l y 
c h a n g e the i r l ives." 

T h e 66-year -o ld f o r m e r 
e c o n o m i c s professor a n d 
h i s G r a m e e n Bank , w h i c h 
offers t iny l oans to very 
poo r b o r r o w e r s t o h e l p 
t h e m b e c o m e self-
employed , w e r e jo in t ly 
awa rded the N o b e l Peace 
P r i z e i n Os l o o n Fr iday . 

" I t h i n k it's quite poss ib le 
to erad icate poverty f rom 
th is w o r l d . I t h i n k we can 
ha l v e the poverty level in 
B a n g l a d e s h by 2015. A n d in 
the nex t 15 years , we c a n r i d 
th is l a n d o f i t , " he sa id . 

Y u n u s sa id h e w a s n o w 
p l a n n i n g a s t r ing o f n e w 
in i t ia t ives i n c l u d i n g hea l th 
i n s u r a n c e for the poor, as 
we l l as in fo rmat ion tech-
no logy , so l a r energy a n d 
o rgan ic fer t i l i ser pro jects . 

E a r l i e r , a T V c h a n n e l i n 
Bang l adesh showed m o r e 
t h a n 50,000 people at the 
cen t ra l M a n i k g a n j (listriot 
b e a t i n g d r u m s a n d c h a n t i n g 
" L i g h t the l a m p o f Yunus a t 
every h o m e " as they 
m a r c h e d t h r o u g h the town. 

T h e economis t ' s u n i q u e 
m i c r o credi t sys t em has 
been rep l i ca ted in m o r e 
t h a n 40 countr ies . -
Agenc ies 


