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P E T A L I N G J A Y A : Both the leaders 
of MIC and MCA have indicated 
they do not favour open or public 
d i s cuss i ons of their respect ive 
c o m m u n i t i e s ' soc i o - economic 
conce rns , p re f e r r ing instead to 
address t h e m in private w i t h the 
g o v e r n m e n t 

T h e M I C w i l l n o t talk open ly o n 
issues i n v o l v i n g the e conomic 
interests of the Ind ian c o m m u n i t y , 
but w i l l s l i ck to its app roach of 
c l osed d i scuss ions w i t h the 
government , said its pres ident , 
D a t u k Seri S Samy Vellu, yesterday. 

" A n y t h i n g i n vo l v i ng the 
e c o n o m i c interests o f the I nd i an 
c o m m u n i t y , I a lways d i s c u s s i t 
w i t h the p r i m e m i n i s t e r a n d even 
w i t h the other cab inet m e m b e r s . 
We wil l not d iscuss it openly. T h a t 
i s my p o l i c y . " he told reporters 
after l a u n c h i n g a Deepava l i a n d 
H a r i Raya road safely c ampa i gn in 
Sunga i B u l o h . 

H e s a i d w h i l e h e d id no t th ink 
anyone s h o u l d be shut up, s u c h 
matters shou ld be ra i sed in the 
appropr ia t e f o rum. 

" W e have a p r ime min i s t e r w h o 
is l a n d e n o u g h to l i s ten to e v e n 

MIC, MCA favour 
private discussions 
c o m m u n i t y and we have a deputy 
p r i m e m i n i s t e r w h o has sa id that 
i n f o r m a t i o n sought w i l l be g i ven , " 
Samy Ve l lu sa id . 

It is thus better to d iscuss the 
m a i l e r w i t h the two leaders than 
p u b l i c l y a n d prevent any f r ic t ion 
f r o m a r i s i ng . 

"In a m u l t i - r a c i a l c o m m u n i t y , 
f r om time to t ime there w i l l he this 
k i n d o f problem's w h i c h w i l l a r i s e 
but we have to settle i t by 
d i s c u s s i o n , " he sa id . 

M C A pres ident D a t u k Ser i O n g 
K a T i n g a l so favours in t e rna l 
mee t ings . In a statement posted on 
the party 's M a n d a r i n website on 

M o n d a y , h e sa id M C A w i l l n o t 
c o m p r o m i s e the f undamen ta l 
p r i n c i p l e s and r ights o f the Ch inese 
c o m m u n i t y . 

" In o rde r to present the Ch ines e 
c o m m u n i t y ' s v i ews effectively, 
M C A has to use strategic ways to 
put the v i ews f o rward . We opt to 
ra i se i ssues in i n t e r n a l meet ings , " 
he sa id . 

He sa id the party w a s aware o f 
the cha l l enges faced by the 
C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y i n ce r ta in 
sectors, s u c h as n o n - b u m i p u t r a 
representat ion in the c i v i l serv ice , 
fore ign investment a n d d i s t r ibut ion 
gu ide l ines , s cho la r sh ips for top 

Ch inese students, r e l i g i ous 
f r e edom, deve l opment o f Ch ines e 
schoo l s a n d l oans for s m a l l - a n d 
m e d i u m - s i z e d enterpr ises . 

He sa id the party has c l ear l y 
stated the interests of the Ch inese 
c o m m u n i t y a n d p roposed severa l 
' ' r easonab le " suggest ions in 
B a r i s a n N a s i o n a l a n d cabinet 
meet ings. -

" A l l th is w h i l e , M C A has 
proac t i ve l y dealt w i t h a n d settled 
the issues. We wi l l not s l ow d o w n 
o u r efforts n o w . " he sa id . 

O n g sa id the par ty , however, has 
to be r e spons ib l e in the way it 
deals w i t h the c o m m u n i t y ' s 

p r ob l ems so that the h a r m o n y 
a m o n g the di f ferent e thn i c g roups 
is n o t affected. 

" W e ' l l get o u r f r i ends i n th e 
other e thnic g roups to u n d e r s t a n d 
the Ch inese c o m m u n i t y ' s feel ings, 
and uneas iness by stat ing the f a d s 
a n d reasons , " he sa id . ' 'There fore , 
a reasonab le so lu t i on w i l l be f o u n d 
in the sp i r i t o f r espec t ing e a ch 
other." 

O n the b u m i p u t r a corporate 
equity share issue, O n g s a i d a l l the 
part ies c o n c e r n e d s h o u l d identi fy -
the c rux o f the mat ter together a n d 
not to p r o l o n g the d ispute . 

A "report by the A s i a n Strategy 
and Leade r sh ip Institute's (Asl i ) 
Cent re for P u b l i c Po l i c y Studies 
sa id the equity share c o u l d be 
about 4 5 % , h i ghe r t h a n the of f ic ia l 
18.9% figure. 

" M C A t h i n k s that a cadem i c s 
s h o u l d be g i ven space to p resent 
their r e s ea r ch r e p o r t T h e 
government a n d o ther par t i es 
c once rned s h o u l d d e a l w i t h the 
research w i t h a n o p e n m i n d , " O n g 
said. 

T h e party w i l l s tudy the 
statements by the C h i n e s e 
c o m m u n i t y leaders a n d a c a d e m i c s 
care fu l ly a n d ra ise the i r v i ews to 
the government 's attent ion in 
p o l i c y - m a k i n g meet ings , he sa id . 


