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R E W I N D : 
In the regulations it does not say 
that people who break the law 
cannot be appointed councillors. 
We appoint councillors according 
to their party positions. This is 
decided by the party, so anything 
concerning the party, we will 
refer back to the party 
management committee. 

I will fo l low the orders, which 
say appointment of councillors 
has to be according to their party 
positions. So, if there is any 
problem we will refer to the party 
management. 

- Se langor Ment r i Besa r D a t u k 
Se r i Dr M o h d K h i r Toyo a t a 
press conference after the state 
execut ive c o u n c i l mee t ing on Oct 
18. 

F A S T F O R W A R D : 
The state exco has deliberated on 
this matter. We have already 
made a decision lo withdraw the 
councillorship from Zakaria. 

However, 

it is better for Zakaria to tender 
his resignation to the Klang 
Municipal Council chief by Nov 

- M o h d R h i r a t h i s open h o u s e 
i n h i s S u n g a i Besa r res idence o n 
Saturday. 

T H E m e n t r i besar 's statement o n 
Oct 18 w a s u n e q u i v o c a l - Port 
R l a n g a s s e m b l y m a n a n d R l a n g 
c o u n c i l l o r Z a i n a l @ Z a k a r i a M a t 
De ros i s un touchab l e . 

De f end ing Zakar i a ' s re-
appo in tmen t as a c ounc i l l o r , he 
argued that there is n o t h i n g to 
prevent l aw-breakers f r o m b e i n g 
appo in ted c ounc i l l o r s . 

A t h i s open h o u s e i n h i s 
h o m e t o w n o f S u n g a i Besa r on 
Saturday, M o h d , K h i r w a s i n h i s 
e l ement - he m a d e an about-
t u r n a n d dec la red ' ' Z a k a r i a m u s t 
go". 

O n e c a n on l y guess that he 
got h i s courage after the Su l t an 
had adv ised Z a k a r i a to res ign . 

T h e state exco meets every 
Wednesday, and un less 

i t m e t on the s e cond day o f Har i 
Raya A id i l f i t r i , i t does no t 
compute , bu t i t a l l seems par t o f 
a sandiwara. 

W h a t w a s no t i n the w e l l -
p r epa r ed scr ip t w a s that M o h d 
K h i r w o u l d be forced to eat h i s 
w o r d s that the "par ty 
de te rmines appo intments " . 

Zaka r i a ' s t e rm as c o u n c i l l o r 
ended last m o n t h . H e w a s 
supposed to be s w o r n in for 
another t e r m on Oct 19, bu t that 
c e r emony w a s ca l l ed off. 

T echn i ca l l y , Z a k a r i a is no t a 
c ounc i l l o r , a n d therefore, M o h d 
K h i r ' s u l t i m a t u m - r es i gn or be 
s a cked - l ooks ve ry m u c h pa r t 
o f the scr ipt , w h i c h also 
i n c ludes the RM24,000 
c o m p o u n d f ine ins tead o f 
p rosecut i on u n d e r the T o w n 
and Count r y P l a n n i n g Act, 
w h i c h carr i es a " m a x i m u m 
penalty o f R M 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 a n d a j a i l 
sentence. 

So, w h a t next? M o h d R h i r 
has m a i n t a i n e d h i s elegant 
s i l ence on why 43,000 sq ft of 
l and was a l ienated to Zakar i a ' s 
wi fe , Z i z a h Ngah a n d how the 
state government ama lgamated 
eight plots to b u i l d the istana. 
T h i s is not an iso lated case o f 
selective l a n d a l i ena t i on . T h e 
records o f the A n t i - C o r r u p t i o n 
Agency w i l l s h o w that there 
have been n u m e r o u s reports on 
abuse o f power , i n c l u d i n g one 
that f our teenagers were g i v en 
scores o f hectares in Selangor. 

B u t l e av ing that aside, l o c a l 
author i t ies are c o m i n g u n d e r 
c lose scrut iny . Bes ides , the 
Sultan 's adv ice that a l l 
representat ives pu t the people 's 
interests f i r s t a n d preserve the 
good n a m e of Se langor is a 
t ime l y r e m i n d e r that al l 's no t 
w e l l i n the country ' s o n l y self-
dec la red fu l l y deve loped state. 

W h e n T r a n s p a r e n c y 
In te rna t i ona l re leased its survey 
on the leve l o f c o r r u p t i o n in the 
Se layang M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l 
three years ago, M o h d R h i r 
pooh -poohed i t as an oppos i t i on 
ploy. B u t that r epor t reflects 
w h a t i s h a p p e n i n g on the 
g r ound . It's no t on l y Se layang 
w h o s e c o u n c i l l o r s wen t to 
M a u r i t i u s a n d South A f r i c a t o 
inspec t toi lets o r R l a n g w h e r e 
c o u n c i l l o r s b r eak the l a w w i t h 
impun i t y . 

So, w h a t i s go ing to h a p p e n 
to s ome Peta l ing Jaya 
c ounc i l l o r s w h o orchestrated 
the "donat i ons for adver t i s ing 
l i c e n c e s " s cam? Or about 
c o u n c i l l o r s i n A m p a n g Jaya 
w h o have bu i l t h a w k e r 
comp lexes on state l and? 

T h e Su l t an d i d no t m i n c e h i s 
w o r d s w h e n h e sa id that h e h a d 
rece ived letters f r o m o r d i n a r y 
rakyat o f Zaka r i a ' s ant ics in 
K l a n g . Sure l y , he m u s t have a 
doss ier on severa l o ther 
m isc r ean ts w h o have d i sg raced 
the i r pos i t i ons . 

W h e n theSun exposed the PJ 
bi l lboards scanda l , M o h d R h i r 
was qu ick to say that the 
Selangor exco d id not approve 
the deal . Instead, he sheepishly 
accused "theSun exco" of do ing it 

On Oc t 10 w h e n theSun 
b r o k e the story o f Zaka r i a ' s 
pa l a t i a l m a n s i o n w h i c h other 
newspapers - save for Oriental 
Daily - re fused to t ouch , we 
b r a c e d for a s i m i l a r ou tburs t 
and a s i m i l a r "theSun exco" 
excuse. Instead of 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g that the laws 
h a d been b r o k e n a n d r e p l y i n g 
t o the m a n y issues w h i c h we re 
ra i sed , M o h d R h i r bought t ime 

to p repare the scr ipt 
T h e m e n t r i besar, as the 

ch i e f execut ive of the state is 
accountab l e to every c i t i z en 
that the peop le he appo ints to 
sit as c ounc i l l o r s have 
c red ib i l i t y a n d impeccab l e 
reputat ion . He has the powe r to 
h i r e a n d fire, a n d thus , s h o u l d 
not wa i t for a r o ya l p r o d d i n g to 
d i scharge h i s dut ies a n d ca r r y 
out h i s respons ib i l i t i es to the 
rakyat. Or , for that matter , w a i t 
for s omeone to w r i t e the scr ip t 
so that he l ooks good in the 
eyes o f h i s par ty supporters a n d 
those he is b eho lden to. 

I f he con t inues to back -
padd le , tw i s t a n d t u r n o r wa f f l e 
a t r e gu l a r interva ls , h i s 
c on t inuous cr ies of Semuanya 
OK w i l l s o u n d l i k e a b r o k e n 
r eco rd . 


