when it was founded but whenwe
get to meet each other quite often,
we become good. friends. Today,
we can discuss mutual issues

.‘openly, on so many things and

there dre no problems at all.
““Take Myahmar, for instance.

Its presence was felt this-time

around ... something that could

1ot be accommodated before and

- you know why. We are no longer
distancing ourselves and talking
about semeone over thls 51de of

" the fence.

< “Myanmar leaders were glven E
the:chance to. explain their situa-

- tion (on human rights issues) and

-defend themselves. Asem leaders
now have better understanding of
“the overall issues affecting Myan—‘

mar.”
This was his summmg up of the

‘sixth Asem summit] which ended

yesterday at the Helsinki Fair Cen-

Tfre o

- Earlier, the Prime Muuster
who was the lead speaker in a dis-
cussion session entitled “Dialogue
Among - Cultiures “and Civilisa-

_tions”, received praise from other
Asem leaders for his forthright
approach when he intervened on
the humiliation faced by Muslim
countries and Muslim societies.

‘president Jacques)

this was serious but h

~what hunuhatlon coul
“ple.

“Other leaders then walked Up

“to- me “and- said that“1 was.
forthrightin what I said. They said

this was not the usual diplomatic
talk and they appreciated what 1
had said. They also. said they
wotld iry to have a better under-

standing of the issues Muslims are

facing together.”
Abdullah focused on the grow-
ing loss of trust and confidence

between -the Christian West-and:
the Muslim world where ‘the de-:
“ veloping schism between the two- -

sides had becomé a very serious
issue,

affecting - international -

LI
gressive society that was compatl
ble with ‘modernity yet firmly

. rooted in noble values and i 111_]1111(3-

tions of Islam,

proach has been accepted by-ev-

eryone in Malaysia because un- .
« derlying the whole message of Ts-

lam Hadhari is'a call for equitable
developmentand progress; ftis al-
so a call for moderation and toler-
ance as well ‘as assurance of j jus-
tice and fairness for all i

Islamophobla Abdullah said,

must be removed at all costs’and

‘the politics of fear disallowed from

‘ ing between:

“I told the leaders that the a,p-"

- and sacrifices made by multi-et

* dominating re

twosides. .
“The gl]]f :

be repeated on awider scale
“If we are able toview the World

ious ethnic and rehgious groups,
and learn from the experiences

nic and multi-religious societi
then I believe we will be on track
establishing - a- peaceful co-exis®
tence;” said the Pmme Mmster




