Mlmster Datuk Seri
Abdullah- -Ahmad
Badawi: expressed .
~.shock - over. - “the
ouster of ‘his- Thai =
counterpart ~Thak--,
sin Shinawatra, ina.
military - coup yes-
terday, saying “that |
was not the preper )
‘way tochangea government . )
Abdullah said he had not had the chance -
to meet Thaksin, who was also here to at-
tend the Umted Nations Genera.l Assem—- ‘
‘ He said as a democratlc country, any
change of government should appropri- -
- ately be made through an electlon pro-
cess, .. o
"Ihaksm was scheduled to address the)
General Assembly but reports sa.ld he had
left New York for London.
He was ousted in a bloodless coup by the

- Thai military and pohce forces on Tues- .|

day. ~
: Abdullah sa,ld he was made to under-
stand that the parties who seized power in
Thailand had promised to. reéturn the na- - |
tionto democracy assoon aspossible.- "
““I hope this would be done qmckly,” he
sa.1d ' i
- Therewasno oﬁ'ic1a1 tra)vel warmngs is- .
“sued. by the Malaysian :government -on-
" Thailand-as- yet, although- Abdullah. said
Kuala- Lumpur was monitoring the situa-' -
tion. closely, since Thaksin had-earlier de- "
_clared a state of emergency and ﬁred the - |
Thai-army chief, . , o
~“Should there be any curfews nﬁposed :
in Thailand, 1 think it would be best to. .
“avoid travellmg there for. now. ‘We have 0.
walt andsee.” . o
A Thai Rak Thai Party member speak- N
mg to Thai Cabinet mémbers in New:York,:
‘earlier said the prime minister had not
given up power and that he was not seek—
ing asylum. — ByMustapha Kamil - :



