lrltls?: to invest more in M ialay51a

l From Zaharah Othman
‘inLondon )

BRITAINS top ‘bosses pledged

more investments. in: Malaysia,

- showing their famous stiff upper-

lip to the recent troubles in Tha.l-
land.
They were reassured about the

region’s economic stability by

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdul—

~lah Ahmad Badawi during a two--

hour lunch here on Thursday.

" “They have shown great inter--

“est and they are sincere-as friends

* of Malaysia. [have also given them

assurances about developmenits

- and-implementation of the Ninth-

Malaysia Plan - and’ they in turn

“told of theirinterest ininvesting in -
- new areas,” Abdullah said. ,

- Abdullah, who was in London
* for a two-day working visit after
the United ‘Nations General As-
" sembly in New York, stressed tha
‘Malaysia would not mterfere in
- Thailand’s affairs. - g
I told them- that we will mom- o
“tor the <developments in Thailand -
and I-hope that thete will not-be

~ “instability there as instability will
‘badly affect the econory and the ,
s Berhad,-ale

. oxygen-free; -
‘ copper products S

. Others mcluded Mlchael Ge—

tourismiindustryintheregion;

“We:will look closely as Thai-

land is our nelghbour in the

: north ”

CNST- ) 0\\1\/@6

Abdullah sald the  informal
meeting also totiched on several

“issues such as the future of Islam-
ic banking in Malaysia and the - .
‘South. Johor Economic. Region. :

The busmess Jleaders responded
by promising to grow new busi-
Hess inareas such.as biotechnolo-

gy, pharmaceuticals, aquaculture;~.

and nutriceuticals:

" Among those present at: the
“lunch-was Lord Raj Kumar Bagri;. -
" ‘chairman. of Metdist Itd ‘which
‘has an interest in Metrod (M) .
admg producer of ©

}ugh-conductwlty '

ogheha.n CEO of HSBC Bryan

' Sanderson, ‘chairman of Stan-

Henry -
Keswick, chairman of Matheson
& CoLtd which has-a large inter~ *
“est in the Guardian Pharmacy,
“Cold Storage and Giant Super-
“market; - Sir -Charles - Masefield,

}Lv1ce-chalrman of BAE: Systems-
- ple; Tmran: Khan, vice-president -
~of Merrill Lynch; and Simon Park- |
61, Dresdner Klemwort v1ce-

dard = Chartered - plc;

chaarman s
Also present were Informatron |
Minister Datuk Zainuddin-Maidin |

. and Malaysia’s High Commission-..

er to Britain, Datuk Abd A21z Mo-

ha,mmed :



