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PUTRAJAYA: Malaysia wants an explana-
tion. L
The Prime Minister will. write to
Singapore’s Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew
seeking an explanation for his remarks that

Malaysian Chinese had been “marginalised” -

and were “compliant”.
The comments could cause racial tension,

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said .

yesterday, adding that a stable Malaysia was
crucial to Singapore’s well-being. -

“1 will write a letter to him. I want him to
explain his statement,” Abdullahi told report-

ers at the :Kuala Lumpur International
Airport upon arrival from London, after a -

two-week working trip abroad.

He was asked if he would demand an
apology from Lee, whose statement has been
criticised by Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri ‘Najib Razak and Chinese politicians,

including Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr _

Lim Keng Yaik.
“Najib said it was a naughty statement and
I agree. But it is also a statement which can
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_ our relationship

- with Singapore
is one that has
to be nurtured
‘well. He should
appreciate
the stability we
have onour
- side because if
we are not stable,
- Singapore will
_have problems.
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incite - Malaysian citizens of Chinese” |
descent. 1t is not fair at all, for a neigh- .|

bouring country to say that,
“Lee  should understand that our
relationship with Singapore is one that has

to be nurtured well. He should appreciate

the stability we have on our side because if

- we are not stable, Singapore will have

problems,” Abdullah said. Lee made his
remarks at a forum on the sidelines of the
World Bank-Internationa) Monetary Fund
meeting which the republic hosted last
‘week. . : R

He reportedly said that it was vital for

Chinese-dominated Singapore to stand up

against its-higger, Muslim-majority neigh-
bours, Malaysia and Indonesia. .
Lee said the attitudes of both countries

were shaped by the way they treated their =

‘ethnic Chinese minorities,

“Our neighbours both: have problems
with their Chinese. They are successful.
They are hardworking and therefore they
are systematically marginalised;” he said.

_ Lee also said the Chinese ‘n neighbouring
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