. figure, éspecially in th .
... nationalarena. The sad reality, -
ffhowever s that the party has

suppo refbrm net becanse of
. an mdmdual We s1ded with

v “THE goed news for Keadala,n is |
" “that its adviser Dafuk 1

- war Thrahim is;a-we

c tam statesin: front of enthusias-

Fa

delegateS'at its congres in

- Anwar is now more actively in-

. volved. She believes Anwar has -
- the ability to lead and ‘unite the

B opposmon

“Qur: ralhes are dravwng'

ke la,rger crowds; especially when

‘k"Anwar Ibrahnn is ene of ‘the E

‘ ongress he de-
clared at the  Youth. wing’s -

\meetlng that Anwar’s: record:

" and : commifment fo.. people <
" 'would be the basis of garnermg '
-~ dency to sulk and resort to boy- -
‘cottswhenever thereis adiffer-
 enceof opinion. Sometimes this -
ilan leaders aré also batiking - -

) : . support for the party.”
- ‘While Anwar remams a sym-
‘bol of hope for- the party, Kead-

* on'Umno’s current prohlems 10,
' gainadvantage, - :

" Wan Azizah says contmumg
problems within Umno and the

- allegedly ailing economy will -
help the party to gainsupport. -

The challenge however, is 1

g ha,ve commitment and disci-

- “pline. Itis after alla small party
mthhttlehrstory
F e

g elections or capturmg cer-

épartyisnotevensure .
.- about the role of Anwar, Party

- “president Datin Seri-Wan Az- ",
= 1zah ISIIlaIl also Anwars w1fe :

i election are promising \beca.use '

i ,' “annual generals meetmgs
' Some- Women’s’ and Youth

ack  war s;clo‘se fmend Datuk Nalla

......

~ “Worse stll; there is a‘ten=

has to do with the style of lead::

ership and ma.nagement sard t

‘Syed Hiigin.-

- With such serrous prohlems
~it-is difficult to:  imagine Keadi-

lan’s grand dream of capturing

Penang in’the next. géneral - -

election. . Some of ‘them: .may

‘have fergotten that DAP tried"
* three' times before. calling -it
" quits. Penang is also Prime
Mlmster Datuk: Seri Ahdullah

T \Maybe;' :
“cry to ‘boost. the wealcemng i
- gpirit of some mentbers. It was

‘ }"Anwar who declareg Peﬁayg

VAR

home state.
st ‘rallymg

al

ing" in new members:. An-

_to: giving. -preferential. tréat--
*s1hent to the Malays ‘and-the fo- :
~‘¢us instead should be ‘on new,

~non-discriminatory practices
- %o propel - growth for --all

Malaysians. -
It “may; sqund 1deal te say

- NEP-like policies’ only benefit
 therichiand continue to neglect
‘poor Malays but this delicaté is- -
‘'suie may not bode well w1th the ~

+ Malay community. '

.~ Researcher Amir Sari agrees ‘

- that questioning the NEP will -
“generate hostility, yet it is one of ~

those painful tasks the party has*-
to doif it wants to become a tru-

“Affirmative action has overs "

stayed its welcome in this coun~
try. We need an open market-
. with* opportunities- - ‘
. ~Malaysiansand to discard any ~
t - race-based policies that would -
~“only confinue- to cripple the.
Malays and thwart their true
_potentialy” says the Keadilan-
. linked Policy Researchlnstltute
- political co-ordinator, ~ - -
This" mammoth task also

for “all

-~ goes directly: against Unmio’s

o attempts to

) \Tan Sr1 Khalid Ibrahlm the
: “pew.party trea,surer have also
“wings at divisional level do not ;:1
have a close relanonshrp with -
the central wing; insomie.cases, -
there is no commmncatlen he- :
“‘tween them. #- '

signed up. -

- This is the ma,n Who wotlld, g
assist Anwa.r to propagate the-
:fpa,rty s ew-economiec vision: A
~ market ecohomny to replacethe
- ‘New:Econoinic Policy (NEP) -
- and ifs Suecessors, says former
Keadilan- ' “information - chief -
-Khalid Jaafar, whois'the Buklt :

Katil division chlef 2

' ponents -of . the. NEP. You.
couldn’t _get a better- person- :
than theman who was involved:
~ with the anlementatlon of the '

NEP;” he says.

= Ton abohsh the - NEP based ,
agenda1s almoestan impossible
~task.-Not: only. Umno, but Is-
- lamist Pas-too would object to -
“it. The Malays see the Ppolicy as
asymbol of protection, - i
‘Anwar has. insisted;~ how-,,,/
’ evenmthat there must be a stopa e

Tew former leaders

- -eommitment to revitalise- the
h.-*Malay - economic: agenda It
“would be tough for any party,

especrally Malay-based organi- -

sations, togo against the grain.
Keadilan:is: ‘going to face an

- uphill battle in the next general |

*“election. With weaknesses. in

party organisation and “disci- -

pline; the problem is further

-exacerbated - by negotlauons'

for seats among® “fr1ends such:
‘as Pasand DAP..: L :
But vice-president Azmm Al

is optimistic. He says the party

‘will ‘continue to-convinee: Pas

-and DAP to form anelectoral
: - “pact and ﬁght for a common'

~“Khalid is the right person ;

~ for the job. Many- w1l1 refien- -

" “ber-him as one of the main pro-

cause..
“We want to ensure there are.
no overla,ppmg seats. This for-

mula:is workable. and accept-
dble by voters: At the same .

. time, ‘we will strengthen Kea- :
- dJla.n,” hesays. : :

- Some po]itmal anélysts say ‘

Keadﬂan could,’ at best,win a

opposmon are expected to-con-

tinue voting based on race and,
- rehgmn S ,

5lwanhamld|@gmall com k

~few -moré ‘seats. ‘And -voters
‘who-are ‘inclived towards the

.. ly multiracial party, which pro-. 1
< -vides equal opportunity { forall;



