THE government “has con-

demned Pope Benedict XVI's - |

remarks linking Islam with vi- -

‘olence, and has called for him

~to take the necessary steps to
_ensure he* will not-hurt the -

- feelings of Muslims again.
-Foreign ' Ministry ~parlia-

mentary secrétary Datuk Ah--
“mad "Shabery Chik said the’

“pope and other leaders must

- iot link Islam with violence,
“and ridicule the greatness of -~

Prophet Muhammad.

“Malaysia as the Orgamse-; '
-fion of the Islamic Conference
chair regretted the pope's re--

_marks that could ‘affect har-
moniots - relations - between:

‘Miuslims: and - Christians,” he.
 said, when explaining the gov- -
ernment’s position after the -

debate on a special motionto
discuss the pope’sremarks.

During the debate, Salahud- :
(Pas-Kubang Keri- " .

din ‘Ayub
an), who proposed the motion,

- said it was unfair for the pope_ ;

-to quote a medieval text claim=

ingIslam and the teachings of
. Prophet . Muhammad to bev :

.~ “gviland inhuman”,

‘He--said’ Christians should, :
_notregard Muslims as the en-

~W

i‘emy because hofh the reli--
gions had hlgh respect for Je-
Cus <

He -‘said - that Malaysmn

Caﬂlohcs sh011ld disassociate.

ope urged not to off

NsT- 20(0\\1%6

.'themselves from the pope s re-: ‘

 Parti Keadllan Rakyat presr-

dent Datuk - Seri Wan Azizah
Ismail (Permatang Pauh) also

crmmsed the pope for makmg
g ,,allegaﬂons againstIslam. ¢

_pope’s clarification that k

_withdraw his - orlgmal state-
~~ment delivered during a lec-
© jure at & German umversny :
*recently s
=+ “I'hope MushmsmMa,laysm_
~will continue to respect ‘people
- of other faiths; and avoid lis-
_tening to v : ! ;
, mayaffect urharmomousre-, ~
C latrons she added. ’
Roland Klandee (BN-Belu-

_Islam
, Teresa Kok (DAP Seputeh) :
~called for Malaysians to be ra-
’»‘tlonal and to understand the .
s pope s messa.ge inits full con- -

wpope S lecture it could be -
Fstood as an effort to fos- .

er. closer understanding be- |

ianity: and other o

‘While - she _ accepted th'

marks Were not hlS p 50N




