VATICAN CITY: Pope ] Benedlct

faced a growing chorus of de-

mands yesterday for an-un-

‘equivocal apology for remarks

seén as portraying Islam as a” -

violent faith, despite attempts
by~ Western . leaders —.and

churchmen to defuse the CI'I-'

sis

'W. Bush got involved, saying
“on Monday 16 Pope had been -
en he said sorry

“to Muslims; and thathis words -

‘Had been misunderstood. -

But for many Muslims, the -

pope’s attempt to explam him-
‘self on Sunday did not go far

enough and observers were-

waiting to see -if "he, would -
“speak- about-it again at his.
general audience. at'the- Vatl-
“can today. -~
-The pope enraged Mushms
ina speech a week ago in Gex-
_many -quotirig 14th Century
Byzantine. Emperor Manuel 11

Palaeologus, who said every-

" thing the Prophet Muhammad -
brought-was-evil “such-as his' -
command 1o spread by the
sword the faith'he preached

- The leader of the world’s 1. 1'
~billion :Roman ' Catholics -said -

~on’ Sunday he was “deeply sor-
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“1y” for the reaction catised — "
but stopped short of apologis--
~ing for his words or retractmg'

ther.
After an al- Qaeda umbrella

group
called yesterday

tobepumshedbystri g -

-i¢ Syariah' law. for msui'
the1r religion. -

Pope s -explanatiy
~on its front page to:
ify hismeaning: :

Pope Benedict:

~-day deplored the: killing of an - yest
Italian ‘'nun in ‘Somalia, and ..
- said ‘he hoped her “sacrifice -
"'codld lead to respect among

“religions. -
~-Gunmen shot ™ dead SlSteI‘

‘Leonella  Sgorbati- and. -her

‘bodyguard on Sunday ‘outside

a children’s hospital in north
Mogadishu: where she had
-worked since 2002. -

The attack drew immediate
" speculation of links to Muslim

-anger over Pope Benedict's re-
_cent'remarks on Islam, but no
d]rect lmk has been proven

In Ljuhl]ana, Sloveman Pre- =
51dent -Janez ‘Drnovsek said * -
g yesterday that the pope: was -
wrong to use Islam inhis re-
- “iarks
group ‘in Iraq vowed war on -
“worshippers of the cross” on .
Monday, Italian media said‘an

. ral-Qaeda: .
Even US. President George :

“'0ut faith and v10-

,ntradlctlon be-

jected the pope

y T
‘explanation of his remarks on
" the -Prophet  Muhammad’s ..
‘teachings -as not being clear:
‘enough ‘and.-; demanded a-

“clear-cut apology

- It said that the pontlff need- B
“edtodomore. - .-
-~ Parliament. “demands the +
pope take practical steps to
. “restoring self-respect to the Is-
lamic world and its religion, -
~and a clear-cut apology for-
what he sald the statement‘ :

was rlght to 1nd1- =

* was aimed to ensure that sim-
ilar -remarks ~would - not be-.

madem the future and to.cre-

ment for -openness and close

- relationship among religions,:
d.‘roppmg allthat would lead to
f‘khatred” 5 :

r'ad a banner ca.rrled

firession of -
" regret on Sunday was msufﬁ -

cient.

gious differences: .

Tinur- Cevik, edltor-ln-chlef g
“of The New Anatolian
‘that the pope must’ reach out k
-to. Muslims - before “visiting

Turkey — Agencies

said. 3
R added that ‘the demand k

said

glse or do not =

The # protesters reportedly,
" demarided * that . the - Justice
-Ministry arrest the popeonhis
. “arrival’here and. face trial on:
charges of insulting Islam and -
“causing | hatred based on reli-

" ate an “encouraging environ-



