We respect the pope,
,says Iraman pl‘eSldEI;
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: 1CARACAS Tranian President

. Mahmoud ' Ahmadinejad on °
- Monday expressed respect for -

Pope Benedict XVI and- said

. the pentiff had “modified” his. -
- remarks that oﬁ'ended Mus- -

: hms worldwide;

“We respect the pope e.nd all
.those interested in peace and -

justice,” Ahmadinejad saidbe-
foreleaving Venézuela. .

“I understand that: he has -

modified - the’ remarks he
made.”

_ OnSunday, the léader of the
world’s 1.1 billion Roman -

Cathohcs said he was “deeply
sorry” for the offence caused
- by his remarks.made in. Ger-

many last week ‘in “‘which he -
quoted an.obscure medieval -
: \textﬂxatcrm(:lsedsometeach- o

ings of -the Prophet Muham-
~madas “eviland inhuman”.
The hardline Jranian presi-
fdent struck a more conciliato-
ry tone thar that expressed by
- agovernment spokesman ear-
lier on'Monday and the coun-
try’s supreme leader;, ‘Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei.

InTeheran, the franian gov--
.ernment said the pope had not -

- -been sufﬁCIently conmte a.ndr

called'on:the 79-yea:[':eld pon-

1iff to” admit he had made . a.

mistake. - &

Khamenelblamedthep pe?s
remarks on an alleged United
States-Israeli conspiracy that
he . claimed was designed to

~sow conflict between religions. -

- At the end'of a two- -day visit

“to. Venezuela, Abmadinejad

also said.

diction between the Christian.

values of Western nations and
the wars those countries have‘

~ waged. — AFP -




