KUALA LUMPUR The role of .
. monarchs should notbe mere-,

ly. symbahc restricted to car-

. rying-out ceremonial and tra- -

ditional duties, said the Raja

“Muda’ of Perak, RaJa Nazrin-

Shah.

LA kmgls nota frozen deco-'.

ratwe monument without life.
- “A king should exhibit ‘a

-firm, intelligent and just char- ...~
acter, rich in- knowledge and -

with, . Wlde expenence he
said.

Speakmg ata spec1al forum o

-on the. Muslini' Malay monar-

chy syste{qﬁﬁax&dgr Seri Be-

'gawan mCOIlJuHCthIlWlth the
60th’ birthday “celebration of -

thé Sultan of Brunei Darus-

“:salam, Sultan Hassanal Bolki-

ah, he said: “For the king'to act

wisely, intelligently, fairly and.
~equitably;, he must have offi- -

cials ‘and advisers who “are

‘rknowledgea.ble and’ do not
“have veiled interests.”- - :
-Raja. Nazrin sald a king

should be able to link up the

-old with the new, bring about’
. reforms besides retaining tra-

ditions. and be ready to insti-
‘tute changes by allowing mod- -
ermsatlon without dlscardmg'

',' the nchness of mherlted cis- -

toms. .
Raja Nazrin said admlms

“{rators appointed to govern a
country-must prove. their loy-
 alty'to the king by carrying out
‘theit responsibilities honestly,

sincerely-and with full ‘deter-
minatien and commitment.. -
*“A king falls because of the

“collapse. of a_.country,  the-
- country: crumbles because of -

the people’s anxiety: -

" “Weak governance causes

the people to be.anxious.
“Defective governance da-

mages the country and, in the -

end, weakens the klng -
Raja Nazrin said a king

should not underestimate the -
“-role-of the media ‘which was
““bécoming more open: i
““Managing the media is an
* art that requires skill, charm

ahdprudence, balancing what

should be clearly visible with

what should be implied.”. -
Raja Nazrin suggested. the
creation of a website on ‘the

“ monarchy, allowing the world "

to understand the institution

of the monarchy from the per- -

spective of the palace. -~

“He also sa,ld that moharchs’ S

- ore than a symh ol

Né‘(’ \ {wo 6

. bore’ the resp0n31b1]1ty to help' .

overeome . terrorism, for ex-

ample by initiating inter-reli- -
gious and inter- cultural dis-

cussions, -besides enhancing
the understanding on Islam,

voicing - humanitarian ~ “de- |
mands and helping those wha

are  suffering,. -especially - in

Palestine, Afghamstan and Le-

ba- non. ;

- He said the strengths and

- weaknesses of aking were dic- -
tated by the strengths and

weaknesses of those entrusted
to become the king’s officials
and adwsers —Bernama



