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Unable tu fsnlve football woes

\

YOUTH a,nd Sports Mlmster

Datuk Azalina Othman Sald is.

~riled “about - the ~state of
_Malaysian football — but un-
~“able to do anything about it

Her problems aré two- fold

“footballers .and the - ‘Football
Association of Malaysm i

~Shesaid both were not help-

ing the. ministry improve the
sad state of Malaysian footba]l
for specificreasons, . - -
‘Azalina " said  local ﬁ)ot-
‘ballers did not think thejr con-
tributions could. brmg honour
-tothenation. -
.~ “There is a severe lack of
awareness among them that

sports can take ‘the nation to .

new helghts she said when = .

~winding-up- on"points raised’ -

~by MPs during the debate on
. Budget 2007
- Azalina said Ma,la.ysm.n foot

ballers. did not -have thelr"

heart in the game. In some
countries, she said, footballers

" gave their hést as they viewed '
sports as a ticket to educatlor}- g

al o portunities abroad.
ere, they don’t have to do °
anythmg as they get ﬁ*ee edu-
cation.”
On the FAM she said the
ministry had -written " to " its-
‘president Sultan’ Ahmad Shah,

and his deputy, Tengku Abdul-.

lah, to place the game under
the mmlstry’s purview.
While Tengku Abdu]lah had
\

(BN Sri Gadmg) “had - com:
-plained ‘that while a sma
country like Foge could pro.
duce - football - team " th:
-played at the World Cup,
‘Malaysia was: nowhere 1€
“that standard. :

about the poor performance of

5 ’full government fundmg

.On the future of. foothaJl m“
Ma.laysm he had asked about = hury
~.the role of the m]mstry in the’
' /matter L 3

Azalina saud she had to hve
with. the fact that Malaysians .~ -
would_never stop asking her

try It was one of the!
esports that recelved -

in rt:fordsinre Eng- £
land, Azajzma reiterated that

- the cost of the -proposed: pro-.

jectwas not RM490-million. ~ "
‘She said: the eost would be

decided by the Cabinet Com-
“mittee on Sportson Sept 28.



