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KUALA LUMPUR
shrinking. Literally, -

Malaysm 1s

Thousands of lives and m]]llons '
of ringgit. in. ‘property are in dan-.
ger in atleast93 areas of the coun-

iry.as the hungrys sea con,tlnues to
gobbleup land.:
In 33 areas, the authorltles con-

“firmed, we are losing stetches of -
- upto40metres ofland ayear.

1223 stretches of our coast = or -

Dramage and Irrigation Depart--

ment (DID) statistics: reveal that

']1414km of land == are bemg

. ,ber of “crmcalc -areas - has /in

k‘eroded c
But coastal folk especxally ﬁsh

\_‘ermen, say: government ﬁgures

“are10o conservative. :

" n 1986, there were 74 ‘a.reas on’
'the “critical ]ist” of the DID Today

They. may be right as the num

1 there are93."

-Nobody was able 10 say what

shape the:country would bein, lit-*
-erally, in another 15 years. Much

i,

_depends on what is done to. stop -
- the eresion. - '
7. The DID; accordmg © oﬁiclals

- is  rowing only with_one oar; it
~lacks mopey. Because of. insuffi--

> cient funds, rehabilitation work is-
. only being done -at 60 of these

" condition are Pantai i
lantan, Bagan Datoh in Perak and

“Kuala Sala a.nd Kuala. -
S ) »weremthe accept

stretches.

The ‘top beaches m crltlcal”

" ,‘By Sonia Ramachandran, :

: “The government g}ves usanal-"
o Tocation every five years. With this -~

zﬁworkedon,”saJleDcoastaleng1 writical” cate
“neering division - engmeer On;

Territories of Kuala Lumpur- d
Puitrajaya, has stretches of sh

- area as one- where\eresion»has,s
“reached a stage where it enda,n-v'

> Whlch is likely to fall into the

- 'Kelzrul Abdullah sa,ld of the 223
ak inKe-" r

- .c‘oa’stal erosion
i (73.4percentof the coastal area),
i Perlis (72 |

" ~(71 3percent)

|

e

“For Panta,l Sabak in Ke

erosioihas taken away a tretch U
allocation, work can only be dene . -of 200 méires: 3 D

n some of them. Sometimes, only ‘ \,long‘term pre

Short ter

Every state pxcept th . Fedel

lme in the “critical” stage. .
‘The DID classifies a “critical

Penang ¢ and Port chkson in Negrl'

gers life.or property or both.. .
: ul Sald “placi

“51gmﬂcant area

“ical”. ‘category in- the:
years while an- accept
is one where erosion is nof 1}
~and does not. endanger life "«

pro erty
‘DID dJrector general Datukt

0, 57

cant” stage whﬂe

per cent): d,Selangor



