MALAYSIA

‘1(2006 ;

TWSJ

' iplomatsjrandr‘enpetriejce‘s S ) m Hea.lth care is of the highest quality impossible, to match
'probably are the hardest persons - and attracts'medical tourists from = The road head has been
‘to please; perhaps second only to - ~throughout the reglon Europe and .

hard-nosed investors.. " -Australia;.and

Malaysid’s foundmg fathers-spoke #ill ¥ The economy has' shaken oﬁ’ L Malaysm “Plan (2006 - 2010,
they were blue in the face to convince ‘its deperidence on commodmes e " in tandem with the best-pract
‘a skeptical world that this nation,. ;s highly diversifidl, has a strong .worldw1de issues such as goo:
which became independent on August " manufacturing baf ¢ and is on the. cusp "'governance, transparency, bette
31,1957, would one day be'a choice - - of forging ahead with knowledge- = delivery systems and reduc
destination for diplomats and investors. * based sectors such as information = bureaucracy are constantly. being

-They would find vindication in the . ... and communications technology a,nd .- examined-andimproved.
fact that one year short of celebrating ~ biotechnology. - .. After the consolidation exercise
its 50th year as anindependent :Professor Jeffrey Sachs; the Dlrector “undertaken by the banking syste
country, Malaysia is not only 'hvomedv } of the Earth Institute at Columbia = - almosta decade ago banks are
destination.of this hard-to- .~ University and a frequent visitor to. - !
_group, bt the very same multi- cul‘aﬁl‘ -+ Malaysia; ‘has commented: s s belng transformed dnven'by
diversity that they feared was a tlme 2 “Malaysia has achieved all the - hberahzatlon and consohdatlo )
bomb has now proven to be the o Millennium Development Goals:We

eountry’s greatest asset. : .. wish the world is in the position: - * »lntermedlarles are playmg al
Kuala Lumpur is no longer Malay31a is in - making progress.” . " - role than ever before and Mal,

considered a hardship posting‘and for -Sachs, who is alse dlrector ofthe - h

some it is a choice destination: Seme. . Un ' Nations:Millennium P

expatriates have even made Ma,laysm ~and Spemal Advisor to ;

their home after ﬁmshmg their tour of - general Kofi Annan on the Mﬂlem

duty.. -~ 2 Dévelopmment Goals; adds: “Malaysia’s
The: statlstlcs tell it all. Since-1957, . success could be rephcated ‘
B Gross Domesnc Product (GDP) “v - Take-all the progress and’the
growth has -averaged ér-cent:per” - changes in‘the’ phySIcal landscape
annum, raising per cap income from -+ and:add in the low cost of living, the ;.
- US$300 to US$5,334in 2006; ~ ~  varied-cuisine prepared by its ulti- ‘: :
- “W-Poverty levels ‘have been reduced. racial pop erich diversity
from 40 per.cent to 5.7 per cent;; ’, ftur ritage drawn from . .~
1 Infrastructure is first class. and "~ some of the world’s oldest zations’ oD reasons why Malaysia will .
the highways, ports and au'ports are - Indian, Chinese and Malay - and you - ° continue to grow as 1t has for the last‘
comparable to the best in the world; . - -have a. package-that i is hard, ifnot - 49 years L R




