PM to see

SEPANG:: Datuk Seri  Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi will ‘write to
Singapore's ‘Minister- Mentor
Lee Kuan Yew -asking him to
explain- his statement that
Malaysian Chinese were being
marginalised.

- The Prime Minister said he
agreed. with his deputy Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak that Lee's
statement’ was “naughty,” and

~would seek’ clarification over.
the matter. -

“I want to get an explanatwn
from him on what he said and
the reason for making the state-

ment,” he told reporters upon -

his return aftera-two-week trip =
_to-Finland, Cuba, the United
- States and Britain. -
 OnSept 15, Reuters quoted Lee
as saying that it was vital for the
predominantly ethnic Chinese-
. state to stand up te its two bigger, -
Muslim'majority nelghbours
Abdullah- said Lee's state-
ment-was not supported by any
specific analysis.

"He added that race relations

in Singapore was not 100%
~good either.,

Stating that Lee’s statement\
"'was not fair and inappropriate,

he said thé statement was tan-
tamount " to . instigating - the
Malaysian Chinese. -

He said if Malaysia were not -
‘stable, Singapore would also be
. affected as the island republic
had economic ‘interests in the

country Cuh

During a press conference in
London on - Friday, Abdullah
said no community in Malaysia
- was being marginalised.

- Stressing that this was a fact,

he said-the progress achieved

by the country's. ‘milti-racial

community showed that no one .-

had been sidelined.

Abdnllah said the  success of

the Chinese community, for ins-
tance, was clearly reflected thro-

“ugh its participation in various

fields. ,

The Barisan Nasnonal he
added was"a responsible gov-
ernmentthat looked after the

“interests of all the communities-
““and the Chinese, through the

MCA and other- parties, were

involved in the Government’s
power-sharing process. . '

“Earlier, Abdullah likened the

comparison in-economic devel-

opment between Malaysia and
Singapore to that of a c1ku and

durian.
“It’s.. not for comparison.
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favourably with the republic. »

-In New York, Foreign Minis- -
ter Datuk Seti- Syed Hamid:
Albar:said; “Fm at a loss as to

what his (Lee's) intention was.”
Syed Hamid, who was ‘in

~New York to attend the UN-gen-

eral assembly, added: that Lee’s.
. statemeént could cause the peo-.
* " ple to be dissatisfied w1th the

Government.
He pomted out that the

“Chinese in Malaysia had sue--

ceeded in all sectors.

; In Tangkak, Johor, Umno vi-
* ce-president Tan Sri Muhyiddin
_ Yassin called on Lee to apolo-

f -only*a city-state specialising in !
-areas such-as-its airport as well

-as_financial and banking ser-
vices,” he said, adding. that the
Klang Valley could be compared

gise for maklng the provoca— -

tive remarks.”

He said Lee was among those

"(V'who founded the concept of

Asean- co-operation to foster
greater understanding in the
region -and should know that

such remarks wotild not beneﬁt_ .

the region.

In Taiping, the BackbencherS‘

Club (BBC) called for a retrac- -,

“tion and apology from Lee.

- BBC acting chairman Datuk
"“Raja "Ahmad  Zainudin Raja
‘Omar said. the Singapore High

Commiission should explain to

Wisma Putra what Lee meant
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by such remarks.



