360 soldiers for Lebanon
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, NEW YORK ‘Malaysia will “soon
deploy 360 soldiers as part of a peace-
keeping force in Lebanon, Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad;,

-Badawi said, ;

He said UN secretary—general ,J(oﬁf

* Annan had told him on Tuesday that* -
: Busmess Counc11 Abdullah sald he

Malaysia’s ‘request to deploy - its
peacekeepers had been granted... -
> “We had originally offered to.send
*-ahout 1,000 soldiers. | have been to
- that they will inform us if there
“need to increase the force,” Abdulla

. Malaysian reporters on Tuesday. "~

The peacekeepers will be deployed

T to southern Lebanon under a UN-bro-
kered “ceasefire that ended the war
between Israel and the Hezbollah

Abdullah, who also met with lead—J

“ers of non-governmental organisa-
- ‘tions here, said they had exchanged.
views on- issues that had divided

Muslims and Christians, and between -

the West and the Islamic world.

“I'had the chance to explain to them
the Malaysian experience in preverit-
ing conflicts between people of diff
ent faiths or ethnic groups,” he
citing -the Sedition Act which dis
lowed inflammatory speeches, and
Malaysia’s ruling coalition whnch
based on power—sharmg

(2006-2020);
: Abdullah h efqr th

whohad earlier met Annan, told"

Furthermore, he ‘had told them
Malaysians from all walks of life min-
gle. with one:another on occasions
such as-open houses during festivals.

. “They felt Malaysia had been truly

successful ir

thig respect *he sald

had briefed them on the 9th Malaysia
Plan and the Industrlal Master Plan

d George W. Bush's

‘address on Tuesday t6 the assembly
. had reflected the US president’s usual
-stand on the Middle East.

“Irsa reﬂectlon of his views and

fhow he ‘wants the i 1ssues to be re-
" 'solved.”

In Kuala Lﬁmpur Deputy Prlme

~Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak

said the core of the peacekeeping
force would be from the army, with

‘some: personnel fromthe alr force and

navy. - -

" “In terms of leadershlp, we will be
sriding a colonel to head. the team,

“the majority will-be from the 4th .
t:hamsed Brlgade based  in




