men. N, ‘Rajasegaran and P.
Haritaman when they held the

post “cannot be challenged;:
despite them being deemed as -
- unqualified to hold their posi-

“tions.
Human Resources Mlnlster

Datuk Seri Dr Fong Chan Onn
explained that -although- the

Federal Court had ruled.
Rajasegaran was not ‘qualifie
to:be Industrial Court chair-

man, awards-that were handed -
down when-he was in office - ¢
for more than two years were

by Harrraman whose contract

: valrd

AWARDS handed down bykk ,
former Industrial Court chair- " This

“Ipoh Barat), who ‘enq

i h
. ing up the debate on Budget
2007..

.- He was responding. to Datuk
~Raja Ahmad Zainuddin Raja
- Omar (BN -Larat), who want-~
ed to know whether decisions
on awards relating to industri-,

al- disputes could be al
lenged: .

-~Tg-M. Kulasegara

out ‘the status of the. 200
ards: handed down by
asegaran and those decided

* condition: Section: 23 (A) (
{of the Industrial Court A

was’ not renewed on Aug.31,

= Dr Fong said:™Decisions- made .
by them can still be enforced.” -

Asked why the ministry had
appointed the duo, the minis-

“ ter replied that-it was to over-

come the backlog of cases in
the court, adding that ‘the

“Attorney-General’s advice had
i 2005, he-said 229 or 60% were

also been sought.
““There is no clear law on the

merely states that one is qual
ified if he isa solicitor.or advo
cate seven :years prior to-
appointment,” said Dr Fong. .

1airm

He sard there were three

€ p(stlll valid

‘the - post -0
Industrral Court chairman. =~
“We- will ensure that the

vacancies are filled by practis-

ing lawyers,” he said, adding
that the Bar Council would be
consulted on-the matter. -

0f 381 awards handed down.

by- the Industrial “Court in

in favour of employees while

. the remainder were in favour

employers... . -

down’ till - June this year, he

said 133 were in favour of
- workers while the remainder
favoured employers. - :

“As of the 240 awards handed’

'e also told Datuk Chor Chee .
ung (BN - -Alor Star) that

“since ‘the - programme to

encourage -Malaysian -profes-
sionals working: overseas to
return to the country: was
introduced in 2001, 432 of the

/931 applications received had

been approved.
He said 140 of the. applrca—
tions: ~approved - involved .

_health and medical profes-
sionals, 101 for IT profession-
-als, financial -and ‘accounting

(69), industrial (66) and the™

vremarnder in:“other ‘fields

such as education and tech-
nology :



