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Of the RM10bil allocated to the Klang
spent-on extending existing lines to capture
densely populated housing enclaves, The
“and USJ; the Sri Petaling line to Puchong, -
 In additien, ‘Syarikat Prasarana Nasional
Bhd (SPNB) has also been tasked with build-
ing a totally new-line to Kota Damansara.
~_The routes are still on:the drawing board:
SPNB currently has 13 options for the Kelana
Jaya line and 12 options for the Sri Petaling
line. A finalised blueprint will only be out in

October. S

least 40% of ‘the Klang Valley’s 4.7 million

on par with other cities. Today, only 11% do,
‘leading -to- Kuala Lumpur’s infamous inner
“city traffic jams. : )

technical factors.
" “Our consultants_ sent-out thousands of
postcards to households in various areas to

owned, household incomes, occupations,
'points of origin and destinations, what is top-
most in your mind when you want to travel,”
said SPNB CEO Shaipuddin Shah Harun.

The raw data collated from surveys, jour-
ney simulations and trafficounts was an

work and an education,

“This was very important in designing your
line,” said Shaipudin. “Only 13% use it to g0
shopping perse.” - )

icited advice. But according
WING the crow s:d;feét ﬂight path,, n
und that their

o ' on_
‘Highway, atotat of 320:600 commuters
take'the line daily, most of them professionals

rece
for a second bridg > and RM1.2bil for - .
Valley under Budget 2007, RM7bil will be .-

Kelana Jaya line will reach out o Subang Jaya -

The Government's rationale is to draw at

population to take public transport, putting it

- SPNB has initiated a vefy’,extensive rider- .
-ship study, ‘covering demographics,, people’s -
priorities in public transport and a slew of -

 discover family size, number of vehicles
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Service issues were, :
“Ithink people are willing to pay so long as
the service is- to their satisfaction,” said
Shaipudin. - B :
The demographics revealed that 77% of the
Klang Valley population earned between
'RM1,000 and RM4,000. The rest made above
- RM4,000, making the LRT affordable, - v
The consultants alse did real time examina-
tions: simulating bus journeys from USJ to Lot
10 took 2.5 hours maximum, regardless of the
bus._ service;-by car it took roughly an hour,
both through and bypassing the toll.
“So there is a need for people to get into
something more efficient;” noted Shaipudin.
Traffic counts along the perimeter of the

city revealed that “only 40% of LRT com-

muters were male, probably- because part of
the male population ride bikes,” L

“The bikers appear to be a bit resilient to
change. Cheap to maintain (and) low in fuel

the maglev (magnetic levitatio

preferences (see chart).

“Some trains are almost noiseless, such as
n) where there

isnocontactatall” -~ S
“Sometimes if you build the guideway (to

- support the) rail over the road, it has a kind of
tunnelling effect or a roofing effect on the
'sound of the traffic below. Without the guide-
-way, the sound could dissipate up to the sky,”

explained Shaipudin,
“Whereas the - guideway “would: amplify

and-divert the traffic sound sideways so the’

neighbours along the alignment would have
more noise to contend with.” =~ - _
Rivers were avoided as much as possible.

“And you don't put.a pier right in the middle -

of the river because it could cause floods

upstream. There could be a backwash, like the -

effect of a (partial) dam.” - o
Soil conditions were -another factor. The
types of subterranean materials in the pro-

posed aréas under study showed up granite,
‘quartz and limestone. ' =

“In the Subang-USJ areas, the whole stretch
is granite,” he said. R
SPNB will also try to:avoid building through

tunnels as-it could double or treble construc-

tion costs,

“Passing though private land would mean -

having to buy 6ver houses and resettle people

“-and squatters,” said Shaipudin,

Building along existing highways was thus
the preferred option, = - ; ; T
‘Technology today is so advanced, it can

‘really minimise-disruption to traffic. and

movement of people without disturbing the
foundations - of existing highways, said
Shaipudin. The only catch is the price.

SPNB is buying up to 140 train coaches for
the heavily congested Kelana Jaya line, “sun-
fing in_a mix of two-cars and four-cars,

To his surprise, pricing was not a large fac-
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‘the Kota Damansara line, which it aims to

- handrails. But the power trains,

N dépénding on travel patterns and demand,”

lained Shaipudin. For this; an actual count
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-~ 'SPNB'is also budgeting for 140 coaches for

aches: serving.

make “as easily integrated as possible ‘with
existing lines” in terms of rail gauge, The link-
up. point, however, is still inknown.

“The guiding principle is it should be inte-

. grated with an existing (station). It should not -

be on a stand-alone basis. It should make full
use of existing infrastructure. P
“In Sentral, for example; there may not be
any-more space-for us to come in. The line is-
finite. o
“And Jamek is already quite congested with
the Star and Putra lines coming together; .
* The Jamek station is peculiar in that despite

the intersecting lines, there is no common

station, .- -
Urban transport is a total concept; SPNB
has ordered 1,130 new buses. -Special bus

_ lanes would be an enticement but these are |

difficult to designate along Kuala'Lumpur's
olderroads. N P
~ As bidding for tenders picks up, Shaipudin
is “fully supportive' of local content” while
being “very pragmatic™ about foreign exper- -|

tise. Local companies were more than compe-

tent to do ¢ivil works but “nobody makes
trains "yet in- this country to that level of
sophistication. Expectations are higher and
safety (standards) as well.” S

Viability, global competition, returns on
investment and economies of scale, were all i

* important considerations, he cautioned,

"“Half of our new fleet are 'frqm ’China. Good

“price and fast delivery.™ ,

- ‘Malaysian companies could deliver “parts -
of the train, maybe: the flooring, the seating, |
the wheel -
sets, the electronics... for the train manage-

ment system, I wouldn't want to risk people’s ¢

“lives.” ) ) ”




