'QUITE a fevy MPs are stlll
speculahng on why Muuster
in the Prime Minister’s = -

Department Datuk Seri Nazn -
Agiz. left the Dewan Rakyat.on "

“Monday without completing:

his 80—page roundup:ofthe

general debate on. Budget
2007,

He did:not leave in a huff’ -
and neither was there anger
on his face. I fact he even
smiled at a few BN back-

benchers as he made his way -

“out-of theé House; leaving
almost everyone quite

nonplussed by his behaviour. .
In fact DAP MPs felt quite
+ insulted by Nazri’s turning’ hiis

back on them after doggedly
readmg his'speech at -

breakneck speed, seemmgly
_oblivious to-their requests for- °
“penjelasarn (clarification) on =

his replies relating to, among

other things, the tsunami

> fimd, the leadership of Prime. -

Minister, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi and thie role -

. of Umno.Youth deputy leader 4

Khairy Jamaludin, -

Others, espec1al]y BN MPs,v :

‘were quite annoyed because -

-.even though the miinister said -

he-would givehis speech to .
“those who, wantéd them -
much-of the responses to the

queries they made would not a

be recorded in the Hansard:
= There was pandemonlum
aitd complete bedlam as -

everyone spoke at the same

-

Qe DewanRak a

‘by zainon Ahmad -

. tnewsdesk@thesundally com

should ﬁmsh hlS

~for the number of
pages he had left. -

tJme Nazrl readmg h1s

'speech with DAP MPs
‘shouting for penjelasan and

makmg loud remarks-that “he

" .is out.of contrel”, BN-
- backbenchers shoutmg back
< -atthe oppositionists to. keluar

and deputy speaket: Datuk -

"Lim 8i Cheng shouting:

cukuplah cukrplahashe

~strove to restore order: -

- ‘When order returned,
things started gettirig out of .

*hand again 'when Nazii was
" arguing with Fong Po Kuan’

(DAP-Batu Gajah) over the

_use of such unparliamentary .
“words stich as kurang djar -

and pekak. Lim then called -
for everyone’s cooperation to

-maintain order in the House. - -

or he was going to limil the
time for the minister’s reply.

When Fong said it was fine

with her, Nazri said “if you

- want me:o stop, I'll step. Il -
" .stop. I'll step now”. The
- deputy speaker said Nazri

b ~habzs DI

him 60, Lim-asked.

' Whether half an hour Would

be sufficient.
Nazri: I can finish now.,

Lim:'Can you finish in half .
“an hour? I leave it-to you. Can -
- you finish itin half an hour? -

Nazri: Sekar’ang boleh

Lim: s up to you. S
Nazri: Mr Speaker, sinice™

~omy speechrls verylong and
. -sinee it will be distributed to

. those interested; Tnow end . -
my rounding tip. Thank you B

Lim: Sudah habis?Baik.
Why-did Nazri do what he.

- did? Was he hounded out of

the Dewan by Opposition »*

“Leader Lim Kit Siang and his-

bhand of 11 DAP men and *

women who were plainly =
- -quiteirritated and angry with -
. Nazri for ignoring their pleas -
. for clarification? Surely not.- -
g rNazn is riot oneto run-away .-
-~ from a good fight-oran

opportunity to disparage

vmembers of the Opposmon

" especially Kit Si
" speech and asked PIN

‘When Nazri told :

5 peeved. with deputy speaker

-, bizarre and .
- outrageous -

ﬂlat day.

22(aly o

g. In fact he
is kriown to have ‘emerged
unscathed from the many

S~

~verbal scrapes; in the Dewan
‘Rakyat as well as outsme :

“Did hefeel he was under

A pressure because he was :

pressed for time or'washe
it harassing him by, askmg

him if he could ﬁmsh in half "
an hour? All these were

offéered everi more
explanations for .

Nazri’s behaviour.

ey.all agree -

deluged with -~
requests for Slang
clarification :
‘because others™ . = @

- 100, especially Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Najib.
Razak who began his N

. rounding up speech when the
.~ Dewan sat again after lunch; "

-9 oneto un
“-awayfroma
~good fight or an -
opportunlty to-
~disparage .-
‘members of the
'that it eould not e Opposition, .

 dué to his belng espemaﬂy Klt

had to put up with ¢ountless

- -requests-for clarification. It'

‘was the normalthing. - :
Others agreed with Fong’s

-assumption. that Nazri had to
~ it short his delivery to give
. his colleagues from the PM’s
-Department, Deputy Minister
%+ -Datuk Abdul Bahman Suliman
-~ and parliamentary secretary.

" Datuk-Dr Mashitah Jbrahim,
time to complete theirroun-

speculated upon by some “ding up by lunch time so6 that
- -MPs in the comfort of. the1r «Na]lb could start his. 41250, -
. ‘Members Lounge. - i “Tnfact Fong -
- Yet some others: Nazn IS I’]Ot * said o to Najib -

even before he: .
-could s‘rarthls

“~deputy,prime
“ministérrefused -
. -to"give into her

for pen]elasan, she
shouted in her

- English: “Is the

whole parliament
, - .. to'suit the imerof
the deputy prime minister?”

" - She sat down only after the -
“uproar died down: and only -

after she managed to shout -

- above the din that “hopefully

. repeated requests-

ghrill voiee and-in

‘what happened today would
“not be repeated”.

Najib took-abott half & an

“hour and was followed by
*. - Transport Minister Datuk Seri
.- Chan Kong Choy. Most. -
ministers turned up to respond
~*v to the points raised about their
.Iinistries during the debate. -

The 31 ministries

- managed to complete thei

responses by around mid-
night on Thursday Zthe last
day of the meeting. The =~

Supply Bill 2007 or Budget
* 2007 will be serutinised -

further at committee stage
when the' Dewan Rakyat,

‘adjourning for Ramadan, . .,
~reconvenes in Novembér. -

‘Amriong the thoughts that *

" MPs returning to their
- constituencies will take with:
-them will be Nazri’s usé of

“your mentor” a euphermsm

‘ <= dor Tun Dr Mahathir Moha-
speech. Afier the = =
o 'mvolved in.an dltercatton
~with Karpal Singh (DAP— ]
“ Bukit Gelugor): Another was |
" linking the term drctatorshlp :
‘ ’vvlth ‘the formier PM. ; ‘

mad, whenever-he was,

- This came.about. on

Tuesday, when Nazri; explai-

ning why Abdullah was being
'talked about ag losing conirol,
said it was becauise people

*could: speak freely now. .
“During the past admmrs— :

tration, it was-a bit of a dicta-

'torshlp, people were not free,”
he sald



