
Space stint wi l l show that 
Islam is all for progress 
Abdullah teleconferencing with astronaut candidates Dr Muszaphar and Dr Faiz yesterday. 

B A N T I N G : The exper ience o f 
Malays ia 's f i r s t astronaut w i l l 
prove to the w o r l d that I s lam is not 
a h indrance to progress. 

P r i m e M in i s t e r Da tuk S e r i Ab-
d u l l a h A h m a d B a d a w i sa id the 
needs o f the na t i ona l as t ronaut , 
w h o w i l l t rave l to the In te rna t i on-
a l Space Stat ion, h a d been l ooked 
into, cons ide r ing that he is a M u s -
l i m . 

He sa id guidel ines for the a s t r o -
naut to c a r r y out his rout ines and 
prayers in the space stat ion h a d 
been issued d u r i n g a s em ina r he ld 
ear ly this year. 

want our astronaut to show 
the wor ld that Is lam is hot a h in -
drance to progress, even whi l e ex-
p l o r ing space." he sa id w h e n 
opening the Nat iona l Space Centre 
in Sungai L a n g here yesterday 

Two trainee astronauts , Dr 
She ikh M u s z a p h a r S h u k o r a n d 
Kap t Dr Fa i z K h a l e e d , are in Rus-
s ia to undergo a one-year t r a in ing 
at the Y u r i Gaga r i n Cosmonaut 
T ra in ing C e n t r e before one o f 

i n g o f the mul t i -mi l l i on do l lar 
space centre. 

The 140-hectare facil ity here 
comes complete w i th a m iss i on 
cont ro l centre that w i l l p lay a c r u -

Abdullah (second 
from left) being 
briefed on a 
RazakSat satellite 
component. — 
Bernama picture 

r i a l ro le in mon i to r ing , rece iv ing 
in format ion a n d contact ing the 
nation's f irst as t ronaut in the In-
te rnat iona l Space Stat ion next 
year. — B e r n a m a 

them is selected for the j ou rney in-
to space. 

At the ceremony, A b d u l l a h also 
held a video conference w i t h the 
two astronauts for about five m i n -
utes. 

A b d u l l a h spoke to t h e m about 
their hea l th a n d t ra in ing , and in-
formed them that Malays ians had 
h i gh hopes that the two astronauts 
wou ld do the country p r o u d . 

D r She ikh M u s z a p h a r a n d D r 
Fa i z were happy to receive the 
video ca l l f rom the P r ime Min is ter . 
They told h im that they were 
l earn ing Russ ian a n d gett ing ac-
c l imat ised w i th the t ra in ing cen-
tre's surroundings . 

"We are treated very we l l , " sa id 
Dr She ikh M u s z a p h a r , when 
asked by A b d u l l a h about the c en -
tre's service. 

Dr Fa iz sa id both o f them were 
gett ing a lot of invitations to b r eak 
fast f r om Ma lays ians staying in 
Russ ia . 

Ma lays i a moved a, step closer to 
the f i n a l frontier w i t h the l a u n c h -


